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“So, like, what took you so

long?” President Bush kids

Boston Red Sox players,

coaches and officials

Wednesday afternoon at the

White House ceremony

honoring the team for its

2004 World Series win.

Bush noted that when the

Sox last won a

championship, “Woodrow

Wilson lived here.” The

team also visited injured

servicemembers at Walter

Reed Army Medical Center

in Washington.
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Table tennis
bounces back

Scene on Sunday

States

R.I. nightclub fire: The families of
four nightclub employees killed in the

2003 West Warwick, R.I., fire are ask-
ing a judge to order the club’s owners

to pay death benefits and lost wages.
Jeffrey and Michael Derderian, owners of

The Station nightclub, did not have workers’
compensation insurance when their club
burned to the ground.

The Station fire, sparked by a rock band’s
pyrotechnics, killed 100 people and injured
more than 200 others on Feb. 20, 2003.

Hunting bin Laden claim: A man who told
authorities in Detroit that he was headed to
Syria to try to collect a $25 million bounty
on Osama bin Laden faces charges of at-
tempting to smuggle more than $13,000, a
Taser stun device, ammunition and radia-
tion detectors.

Mihsen was indicted on charges of mak-
ing false statements to federal investigators,
trying to smuggle bulk cash out of the Unit-
ed States and attempting to export money
and goods to Syria without a permit.

Secret Bush tapes: Tapes of President
Bush that were secretly recorded by an old
friend and released to the media now are in
the possession of the president’s private at-
torney, the White House said Tuesday.

Doug Wead allowed journalists to hear
and broadcast the tapes as he promoted his
new book on presidential parents. But he
said last week he had regrets about that and
was turning the tapes over to Bush and giv-
ing the proceeds from his book to charity.

World

Pope’s health: Pope John Paul II is “pro-
gressively improving” and following church
activities daily, the Vatican said Thursday,
suggesting he might be released from the
hospital in time for Easter celebrations on
March 27.

Papal spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls
said the wound on John Paul’s throat after
surgery to insert a breathing tube was heal-
ing.

WorldBank leadership: World Bank Pres-
ident James Wolfensohn said Thursday that
U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wol-
fowitz was no longer in the running to head
the Washington-based international finan-
cial institution.

The New York Times reported early this
week that Wolfowitz was under serious con-
sideration to become the next president of
the World Bank, which will be open when
Wolfensohn leaves June 1 after two
five-year terms.

War crimes suspects: A wartime Bosnian
Muslim army commander pleaded not
guilty Thursday to charges that he played a
role in murders and rapes committed by for-

eign Islamic fighters during the 1992-95
war.

The indictment against retired Gen.
Rasim Delic, 55, accuses him of failing to
prevent crimes or punish perpetrators
under his authority.

Italian mafia raids: Police launched a
pre-dawn raid Thursday targeting more
than 50 suspected mobsters, most of whom
are believed to be involved in a bloody turf
war with a competing clan, authorities said.

Police in Naples and several other cities
were seeking 52 suspects, including Paolo
di Lauro, the alleged head of one of the feud-
ing factions of the Camorra crime syndicate
whose turf war has claimed dozens of lives
in the suburbs of Naples over the past year,
said an official.

Control over the drug trade is believed to
be at the origin of the clan war.

Space station supplies: A Russian cargo
ship carrying food, equipment and other
supplies docked successfully with the inter-
national space station Wednesday, an offi-
cial said.

The unmanned Progress M-52 spacecraft
had lifted from the Russian-leased
Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on
Monday, carrying about 2.75 tons of food,
water, fuel and research equipment for Rus-
sian cosmonaut Salizhan Sharipov and U.S.
astronaut Leroy Chiao.

Budget airline troubles: A British court
ruled Wednesday that budget airline Ry-
anair misled customers about the price of
some flights, but said it could keep listing be-
fore-tax fares as long as it warned custom-
ers it was doing so.

A Chelmsford Crown Court jury found
the Dublin-based Ryanair Holdings PLC
guilty of six breaches of the Consumer Pro-
tection Act for Web site promotions in
which it omitted the words “excluding tax.”

Charges against al-Zarqawi: Jordan
charged Iraq insurgency leader Abu-Musab
al-Zarqawi and another Jordanian militant
Wednesday with carrying out an August
2003 attack on its Baghdad embassy that
killed 18 people.

Both al-Zarqawi and Muammar Ahmed
Yousef al-Jaghbeer have already been con-
victed and sentenced to death in Jordan for
other terror attacks.

War on terrorism

Daniel Pearl slaying: A court in Pakistan
on Thursday turned over an Islamic mili-
tant for police questioning over the killing of
Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl
and two failed assassination attempts
against President Gen. Pervez Musharraf,
police said.

The suspect, Mohammed Sohail, was ar-
rested in Karachi on Wednesday after a
shootout with police.

Stories and photo from wire services

Scene on Sunday

An article in Thursday’s editions on the transformation of U.S.
bases in Europe gave the wrong location for Dal Molin airfield in
Italy. It is near Vicenza. The story also misidentified the 352nd Spe-
cial Operations Group at RAF Mildenhall, England. In addition,
Wiesbaden is not part of the Grafenwöhr training area.

Correction Comics, horoscopes and
advice appear every day

in Stars and Stripes

Pakistan gang rape: Mukhtar Mai, victim of a gang rape, sheds tears Thursday after a

court’s decision in Multan, Pakistan, that overturned the conviction of a village elder and

four other men. The men had been sentenced to death for allegedly ordering the rape as

punishment for her brother’s illicit sex with a woman from another family. A sixth man’s

death sentence was reduced to life in prison, said Ramzan Joya, Mai’s lawyer.

Tommy Lee Jones is
‘Man of the House’

TODAY IN STRIPES

Abby, Annie’s Mailbox ......... 24
American Roundup ....... 18-19
Classified ..................... 25-26
Comics ......................... 22-24
Crossword ......................... 23
Faces ................................ 21
Horoscope ........................ 22
Letters .............................. 14
Opinion ....................... 14-15
Sports .......................... 27-36
TV listings ......................... 20
Weather ............................ 17
Your Money ....................... 16

PAGE 2 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · Friday, March 4, 2005



BY TERRY BOYD

Stars and Stripes

BAUMHOLDER, Germany — A report
in Thursday’s Stars and Stripes that Baum-
holder would remain a key part of the Ar-
my’s transformation plans in Europe sur-
prised some German workers who thought
the base’s days were numbered.

On Thursday, Marine Gen. James Jones,
commander of the U.S. European Com-
mand, was quick to correct the record.

“I’d clarify that Baumholder is not a part
of the Kaiserslautern Military Community,
which does have strategic enduring value.
Baumholder currently houses units of the
1st Armored Division, which may return to
the U.S. at some point in the future, so it is
not an ‘enduring’ installation as such,”
Jones said in a prepared statement issued
to Stars and Stripes on Thursday.

During an interview Wednesday with
Stars and Stripes, Jones said Baumholder
would survive as one of four U.S. Army

hubs in Germany in the ongoing restructur-
ing of U.S. military bases in Europe.

Many of the 500 German employees at
Baumholder saw
the Thursday
Stripes story, said
Harald Weber,
deputy chairman
of Baumholder’s
Betriebsvertre-
tung, or German
works council:
“We were really
surprised.”

By early Thurs-
day, however, In-
stallation Manage-
ment Agency-Eu-
rope officials told
workers that
Baumholder, the largest combat arms base

outside the United States, it is not on the

list of enduring military communities,

Weber said.
In addition, Jones’ statement said, Stut-

tgart will remain the home of EUCOM
headquarters.
While it is a joint
Army, Air Force,
Navy and Marine
command, EUCOM
officials “consider
it one of the four
major enduring
U.S. military com-
munities in Germa-
ny administered by
the U.S. Army.”

“I want to empha-
size that the vision
for our entire mili-
tary force including
all services in Eu-

rope is clear.”

But implementing that vision, he said,

“is a work in process, including complex

negotiations and decision processes. We
are able to discuss some details, while oth-
ers remain pre-decisional.”

Two years of awaiting Baumholder’s
fate have made German workers at the
base “nervous,” Weber said. He added that
he believes the release of a final Base Re-
alignment and Closure list of domestic
bases — scheduled for May — may hasten
final word on European bases, he said.

If Baumholder doesn’t make it, it will be
a crushing blow for workers in this under-
developed corner of Germany, according
to Weber.

Baumholder, about 40 miles from Ram-
stein, currently has an American popula-
tion of 12,000 people including 5,600 sol-
diers in seven major 1st AD units and a
dozen non-division units.

“I can say that this area is the end of the
world,” he said. “If the Army goes out, it’s
going to be an economic problem for the
whole area. “It’s going to be a disaster.”

E-mail Terry Boyd at: boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY TOM PHILPOTT

Special to Stars and Stripes

T
he Army’s wartime re-
cruiting challenge is ag-
gravated by a sharp drop
in black enlistments over

the last four years, which internal
Army and Defense Department
polls trace to an unpopular war in
Iraq and concerns among blacks
with Bush administration poli-
cies.

The Army is straining to meet
recruiting goals in part because
the number of black volunteers
has fallen 41 percent — from 23.5
percent of recruits in fiscal 2000
down steadily to 13.9 percent in
the first four months of fiscal
2005.

“It’s alarming,” said Maj. Gen.
Michael D. Rochelle, command-
ing general of the U.S. Army Re-
cruiting Command in Fort Knox,
Ky.

No single factor explains the
drop, Rochelle said, but clearly
the propensity of black youth to
enlist is impacted by the war and
increasingly by views of parents,
teachers, coaches, clergy and
other “influencers.”

“The influencers of these youth
are causing them to be less in-
clined to listen to what good the
Army could do for them in the
long run,” said Rochelle, one of
the Army’s most senior black of-
ficers.

Officer recruiting is hit, too.
Black enrollment in the Army Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps
program is down 36 percent since
2001.

The Marine Corps also reports
a drop in black recruits but its ra-
cial data on recruits is now sus-
pect due to a government policy,
effective Jan. 1, 2003, that allows
recruits and all new federal work-
ers to decline to identify their
race. The Army has found a way
to continue to track accurately its
racial data, said S. Douglas

Smith, spokesman for the recruit-
ing command.

Rep. Charles B. Rangel, a Dem-
ocrat whose New York City dis-
trict includes Harlem, said he
isn’t too surprised by the Army re-
cruiting data.

“I have not found a black per-
son in support of this war in my
district,” he said.
“The fact that
every member of
the Congressional
Black Caucus emo-
tionally, politically
and vigorously op-
poses this war is an indication of
what black folks think throughout
this country.”

Rangel also said there was
“overwhelming disappointment”
among blacks after Bush, in a dis-
puted election, became president
in 2001, and the disappointment
“plummeted after he declared
war in Iraq.”

Results of the Defense Depart-
ment’s own Youth and Influencer
Polls, conducted last May, affirm
that administration policies and
the Iraq war have lowered the
propensity of black youth to en-
list, particularly in the Army and
Marine Corps, the ground forces
taking most of the casualties.

While the war reduced the like-
lihood of youth in general to join
the military, says the Youth Poll
report, “Black youth reported
being more negatively affected …
. Black youth were less support-
ive of U.S. troops’ presence in
Iraq, less likely to feel the war
was justified, more disapproving
of the Bush administration’s han-
dling of foreign affairs and more
disapproving of its use of U.S. mil-
itary forces than were whites or
Hispanics.”

Black youth unemployment re-
mains above 10 percent, higher
than for Hispanics and double
that of whites. Blacks also tend to
view military pay as more attrac-
tive than do other racial groups.

In years past, such factors en-
ticed a disproportionate number
of African-American youth to see
opportunity in the Army. In some
years since the draft ended in
1973, the percentage of blacks
among Army volunteers ap-
proached 30 percent.

In fiscal 2000, blacks still repre-
sented almost a
quarter of Army
recruits. That per-
centage fell to 22.7
in 2001, 19.9 in
’02, 16.4 in ’03,
15.9 in ’04, and

now to 13.9 percent through four
months of fiscal 2005. No such de-
cline has been seen among His-
panics or white recruits. Indeed,
their percentages among Army re-
cruits grew during the first Bush
administration.

Because blacks are 14 percent
of all recruit-age youth, their re-
cruiting numbers remain “accept-
able,” said Rochelle, proportional
to blacks in society. But the steep
drop in black recruits overall
does hurt plans “to grow the
Army,” he conceded. Congress
has ordered a 30,000 increase in
the number of active-duty sol-
diers by October 2007.

Rangel said many blacks still
are enticed into service by bene-
fits and cash incentives, which
are rising sharply.

Another Army-directed poll,
the U.S. Military Image Study, is
posted on a Defense Contracting
Command Web site, likely by mis-
take. Based on interviews with
3,236 youth ages 16 to 24, this
study says, “Recruiting an all-vol-
unteer Army in times of war is in-
creasingly difficult.”

While money for college re-
mains a major motivator to enlist,
the Iraq war leaves youth, particu-
larly blacks, conflicted.

Fear of being killed or injured
was the top reason to avoid ser-
vice for 26 percent of youth in
2004, almost double the 14 per-
cent reported in 2000.

EUCOM seeks to clarify transformation

Number of African-American volunteers falls 41 percent since 2000

Radio show to feature chaplain

Army Chaplain (Capt.) Jay West, the new American Forces Net-
work chaplain, will be providing spiritual messages for the
“Touch of Grace” radio program on the Power Network begin-
ning Monday.

The short inspirational items will be aired on the “Morning
Newswatch” show every weekday at 6:18 and 8:42 a.m.

West arrived at AFN Europe in January and will provide new
“Touch of Grace” items in place of repeats from older shows by
the previous chaplain, according to Air Force 1st Lt. Jeff Clark,
AFN-Europe spokesman.

Clark also said AFN viewers could look for two new programs
in the coming weeks to take over Sunday’s “Praise Patrol” pro-
gram. The new shows will take the morning and evening “Praise
Patrol” time slots.

For more scheduling information, go to www.afneurope.net.

From staff reports

Study shows Army’s black enlistments drop

I’d clarify that

Baumholder is not a part

of the Kaiserslautern

Military Community,

which does have strategic

enduring value.

Marine Gen. James Jones

commander of the

U.S. European Command

Baumholder not part of Army’s “enduring” military community plan

SHNS

PFC Garfield Thompson, left, and a colleague run for cover as an

Abrams tank fires into the Kuwaiti desert during live fire training on

Jan. 31, 2003. There is a new urgency among soldiers of the U.S.

Army’s 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, Charlie Company, as it

trains just south of the Iraqi border.

Analysis
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BY RUSS RIZZO

Stars and Stripes

Three weeks after the Air
Force put scores of its C-130 Her-
cules planes on restricted flying
status and grounded others be-
cause of structural concerns, it is
still unclear whether the restrict-
ed planes will be able to fly with
the same cargo loads as before.

A total of 60 C-130s were
placed on restricted flying status
and 30 more were grounded. Six
C-130s at Ramstein Air Base, Ger-
many — a third of the base’s fleet
of 18 planes — are on restricted
status. They can fly, but must
carry 10 percent less weight
when loaded with fuel and cargo,
according to guidelines issued by
the C-130 System Program Office

at Robins Air Force Base, Ga.,
which manages the fleet. None of
the C-130s at Ramstein is ground-
ed.

The 86th Airlift Wing, which op-
erates the planes at Ramstein, is
able to complete its mission de-
spite the restrictions, said Mike
Young, a spokesman for the wing.
Young could not elaborate on how
the restrictions affected the wing,
and wing commanders declined
repeated requests by Stars and
Stripes for interviews.

The restrictions came after the
System Program Office found
that maintenance crews were re-
porting stress cracks in center
wing boxes that were larger and
more widespread than had been
predicted, Hays said. The center

wing box is where the wings meet
the frame.

“We had expected to see the
cracks,” said Lt. Col. Mark Hays,
deputy director of the C-130 Sys-
tem Program Office. “What we
didn’t expect to see was the severi-
ty of the cracks.”

Forty-three C-130s with the
most flying hours were grounded
in September until a larger re-
view was completed, Hays said.
Then the Air Force grounded or
restricted planes based on a for-
mula of flying time and the flying
conditions the planes saw.

Center wing boxes must be re-
placed on all 30 grounded planes
before they can fly again.

For the restricted planes, the
Air Force has not decided wheth-

er to lift restrictions on the planes
if no cracks are found on them,
Hays said. The Air Force could re-
quire the center wing box on all

restricted planes to be replaced to
fly at maximum capacity.

E-mail Russ Rizzo at:
rizzor@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY JASON CHUDY

Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — The halls of
Naples High School echoed with
music Wednesday as its band
members joined with those from
Aviano High School for their first
combined concert.

And for one day at least, their
traditional sports rivalry was set
aside as the students practiced to-
gether and then performed for a
about 200 concertgoers.

“The bands played well togeth-
er,” said Aviano ninth-grader and
tenor saxophone player Josh
Kelsey after the concert. “Really
well, considering our rivalry.”

While the rivalry remained in
most of the students’ minds, it
was quickly drowned out by the
music.

“It’s not a competition,” Naples
band director Gary Marvel said
about the day. “This gives them
experience so that they’ll be bet-
ter musicians.”

“Music, in this case, is a
win-win situation,” said Aviano
band director Robert Benson.
“To me … it’s partly corny, but
it’s a harmony. They’re working
together in a harmonious way.”

Marvel and Benson came up
with the idea for a combined con-
cert in October 2004 to coincide
with Music in Our Schools Month,
which kicked off in March 1985.

The 31 Aviano eighth- to
12th-graders arrived Tuesday in
Naples, stayed with host families
that night and joined with the
nearly 50 Naples band members
Wednesday morning for a day’s
worth of practice.

The musicians were broken
into small groups and spent part
of the day with members of the
Joint Force Command and 6th
Fleet bands honing their skills.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Kenny
Drefke, a JFC band member,
coached a handful of clarinetists
and oboists in the Naples Elemen-
tary School hallway, drawing

stares — and even a few dance
moves — from the younger pu-
pils.

“It’s always good when bands
from other schools play togeth-
er,” Drefke said as the students
took a short break. “It’s going
very well. We’re just coming in
and polishing the music for to-
night.”

The students and directors said
those few hours of practice really
made a difference in the perfor-
mance.

“They helped us clean up our
sound,” Kelsey said of the mili-

tary band members. “They
helped out a lot.”

And as the first notes of “Torch
of Liberty” echoed through the
school’s gym that evening, all the
day’s work seemingly paid off.
The combined band performed
four numbers, each school per-
formed one individually, then the
Naples Jazz Band finished the
concert.

Each director also took turns di-
recting the joint band.

“We clicked really quickly,” Na-
ples ninth-grader and piano play-
er Meghan Louk said after the

show. “It’s fun to see the other
band [members] and play with
them. It’s different.”

Marvel said he hopes to take
the Naples band to Aviano for an-
other joint concert later in the

school year.

“Imagine what we could do if
we had more than one day,” Ben-
son said.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
Chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Restricted Hercules fleet
The Air Force grounded 30 C-130 Hercules cargo planes and put

60 more on restricted flying status Feb. 9. The bases and the num-
ber of planes affected are:

� Pope Air Force Base, N.C. — 16 grounded, 6 restricted

� Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark. — 13 grounded, 25 restricted

� Dyess Air Force Base, Texas — 12 restricted

� Ramstein Air Base, Germany — 6 restricted

� Yokota Air Base, Japan — 3 restricted

� Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M. — 3 restricted

� Air National Guard — 1 grounded, 4 restricted

� Air Force Reserve Command — 1 restricted

Source: Air Mobility Command, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

Band concert unites high school rivals
Naples, Aviano
perform during
music month

PHOTOS BY JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes

Above: Gary Marvel, right, directs members of the combined Naples

and Aviano high school bands during a concert Wednesday night at the

Naples school gymnasium in Italy. The first-ever combined concert was

done for Music in Our Schools month. Right: Ryan Fordham, an

eighth-grader at Aviano, practices clarinet before a combined concert

by Aviano and Naples band members. Clarinetists and oboists were

helped during the day by Air Force Staff Sgt. Kenny Drefke, at right, a

clarinetist with the NATO Joint Force Command band.

C-130 Hercules cargo planes still face restrictions

PAGE 4 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · Friday, March 4, 2005



The Associated Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — A military funeral is
planned next week for Pfc. Preston “Pug” Harris, a
World War II soldier whose remains were recently dis-
covered and returned to Texas.

In 1944, the 23-year-old soldier from Greenville was
part of the 405th Infantry Regiment, 102nd Infantry Di-
vision that was fighting along the heavily fortified Sieg-
fried Line near the Germany-Netherlands border.

Records show that Harris was killed Nov. 22, 1944,
near Beeck, Germany. Harris was officially listed as
killed in action, but the location of his body was un-
known. The family was told that he might have been
buried in an unmarked grave at a military cemetery in
the Netherlands.

In June 2003, a German company removing unexplod-
ed ordnance from the battlefield uncovered human re-
mains in an unmarked grave.

The personal items found — a shaving brush, parts of
a comb and boot, a worn set of dog tags — led officials to
believe the remains were that of a U.S. soldier.

The remains were transferred to the Hurtgen War
Cemetery and later to the U.S. Army Mortuary Affairs
Activity in Landstuhl, Germany.

A team from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Com-
mand at Hickam Air Force Base in Hawaii went to the
Beeck area last summer and excavated the site, said
Harris’ nephew, Knighton Hudson, 50, of Wylie. Investi-
gators used dental and medical records to identify Har-
ris.

A military representative later visited Harris’ family
and returned some of the personal items.

Harris’ military funeral is scheduled for March 12 in
Greenville.

Harris was the youngest of 10 children. The only sur-
viving family member is his 89-year-old sister, Maple
Harris Hudson, who is still coming to terms with the dis-
covery, said her son.

“I think more than anything she was heartened that
she was able to fulfill her mother’s wishes to bring him
home,” Knighton Hudson said. “I really don’t think it’s
hit her yet.”

Through the years, the old photographs and letters
from Harris have been lost. Only an old photograph
from a local history book shows him in his Army uni-
form.

Knighton Hudson said that as a child, he heard that
his uncle loved horses and was fond of smoking a corn-
cob pipe.

“He was a farmer from a whole family of farmers,”
he said. “As far as I know, his aspiration was to come
back home and be a farmer. That was what he wanted
to do.”

WWII GI’s remains
found in Germany

BY BRIAN FARKAS

The Associated Press

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — A design for a
statue honoring the state’s female veterans
was scrapped amid concerns that the figure
of a muscular woman in military fatigues
and T-shirt was not feminine enough.

State Division of Veteran Affairs Director
Larry Linch said Tuesday a review commit-
tee polled women veterans and found they
opposed the design created by Charleston
artist Joe Mullins.

“The statue that Mr. Mullins created is
dead,” Linch said.

Mullins, who previously sculpted four stat-
ues for a War Memorial at the state Capitol
Complex, said he was commissioned to do a
work honoring West Virginia’s 7,000 women
veterans by a different agency — the state
Division of Culture and History.

Mullins said the design was approved by
the agency in 1999 and he already has been
paid $50,000 for the work. He said the cul-
ture and history division required him to pro-
vide a sculpture of a woman in military fa-
tigues.

“That was the state of West Virginia’s
idea,” he said. “It also needs to be made
clear to my future clients that I’m not the
bad guy here.”

Culture and history division officials said
the agency is no longer involved in the
project, except for providing $100,000 to
have the finished work installed on the Capi-
tol grounds.

Mullins’ work is not complete and has only
been presented to veterans and state offi-
cials as a model. But it drew complaints
from some female veterans who said the fig-
ure lacks femininity, Linch said. Some vets
and lawmakers also complained the soldier
is not depicted wearing a regulation military
uniform.

“It’s a beautiful piece of art. It’s just not
what West Virginia veterans think of when
they think of women in the military,” said
Christie Utt, an Air Force veteran who
chaired the Veteran Affairs committee.

The final design may not be a statue at all,
said Utt, who also is a state deputy attorney
general. “Perhaps a living memorial. A gar-
den,” she said. “I think there are a lot of
ideas roaming around.”

AP

P. Joseph Mullins of Charleston, W.Va., designer and sculptor of the

women veterans statue, poses with the model, front, and molded

sculpture. Mullins says he was already paid by another agency to build

the full statue, and that he was following guidelines he was given.

SHNS

Military personnel render honors as fire and rescue workers

unfurl a huge American flag over the side of the Pentagon

during rescue and recovery efforts on Sept. 12, 2001, fol-

lowing the Sept. 11 terrorist attack. An auctioneer who has a

flag pulled from the wreckage at the Pentagon, not the one

pictured above, will auction it on eBay to defray medical bills.

Women veterans statue scrapped
W.Va. committee says some concerned piece isn’t feminine enough

Pentagon flag on the block
by necessity, owner says

The Associated Press

ORANGE, Va. — David Nicholson says he turned away
a $100,000 offer for a flag pulled from the wreckage of
the Sept. 11, 2001, attack on the Pentagon.

Now, the former auctioneer has an aggressive form of
kidney cancer and says he’ll sell the flag on eBay to de-
fray medical bills.

Nicholson, 44, said he hopes the 10-day online auction,
starting Friday, will generate enough money to help him
pay for expensive specialized chemotherapy at Duke Uni-
versity.

“I’ve got to do what I’ve got to do,” says Nicholson.
“Maybe that’s why I found the flag.”

The flag arrived May 2002 at Nicholson’s Orange Coun-
ty auction house tucked among several boxes full of de-
bris from a Pentagon site under construction when the at-
tacks occurred.

Nicholson preserved the 5-by-8-foot flag by having a
wood-and-Plexiglas frame built for it. The banner was
also framed along with several documents, one listing the
name of every innocent person killed at the Pentagon
and on American Airlines Flight 77.

A Charlottesville television station did a story on
Nicholson’s find, CNN picked it up, and soon Nicholson
was fielding numerous purchase offers for his treasure.
At one point, he declined an offer of $100,000 for the flag,
deciding, instead, to share it with public groups on spe-
cial occasions.

That has all changed now with his cancer diagnosis.

Nicholson knows he may not live long enough to see his
6-year-old daughter, Alia, reach adulthood. His wife, El-
isha, takes care of his daughter and her sons, Alec and Za-
chary Branch, who are 13 and 10. And she accompanies
Nicholson for his two-week stays at Duke for chemo.

While Nicholson has health insurance, the family has
no steady income and is struggling to pay bills.

Nicholson plans to start the bidding on eBay at $25,000,
hoping it will bring enough money to not only ease his
family finances but provide for his loved ones if he
doesn’t recover.

The eBay winner will receive the framed flag, its docu-
mentation, a letter of authenticity from the construction
company that flew the flag on the Pentagon site and a
copy of the videotaped CNN story about it.
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BY SANDRA JONTZ

Stars and Stripes

As more troops return from war zones needing
long-term medical care, the Fisher House Foundation
has shifted its focus on where to build houses that ac-
commodate the wounded and their visiting families,
officials said.

“We have made supporting servicemen and women
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan, and their families,
our No. 1 priority … which includes building Fisher
Houses at medical centers where they’re going to be
receiving their long-term care,” said Jim Weiskopf,
foundation spokesman.

The nonprofit foundation founded in 1990 by philan-
thropists Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher originally
built houses only at military treatment facilities. Ten
years ago, it expanded and built its first Department
of Veterans Affairs facility house in Albany, N.Y.
There now are six VA Fisher Houses, and a seventh
near completion.

“The change for us at the VA is that the Fisher
House Foundation has committed to adding houses at
our facilities,” said Jill Manske, director of social
work services at the VA.

“We’re beginning to see a lot of casualties from Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Free-
dom being treated at our facilities, patients who are
still on active duty, and their families are coming
from long distances and need lodging,” Manske said.

A Fisher House is “a home away from home,” con-
ceived to give families a place to stay while loved ones
receive medical care. They feature private bedrooms
and common kitchens, laundry facilities and dining
and living rooms, and normally are located within
walking distance of the treatment center or have
transportation available.

About 8,500 families a year stay at the foundation’s
32 Fisher Houses. Two of them are at the Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center in Germany, the sole loca-
tion outside of the United States.

The foundation’s firm to-build list of eight more fa-
cilities throughout the United States would place hous-
es at military and VA medical treatment facilities that
specialize in treating combat-related injuries, such as
traumatic brain injuries, severe burns and paralysis.

“During peacetime, the largest group we take care
of are retirees suffering from cancer and undergoing
radiation and chemotherapy treatment,” Weiskopf
said. “But gradually, over time and because of the op-
erations in Iraq and Afghanistan, that focus has
changed to young soldiers … who at some point in
time, do not need to occupy a hospital bed but need to
go to the hospital every day.”

A VA facility Fisher House might be built in Rich-
mond, Va., at the center that specializes in traumatic
brain and spinal cord injuries. “We haven’t even re-
ceived a formal proposal, but we just know it’s com-
ing,” Weiskopf said of the Hunter Holmes McGuire
VA Medical Center.

Across the board, occupancy is at 90 percent or
greater, but for those houses treating patients from
Iraq and Afghanistan, occupancy is 100 percent with
wait lists, Weiskopf said.

For those families, the average less than $10 a day
fee is waived. And if the Fisher House is full, the foun-
dation ensures the family does not pay to stay at an
on-base facility, such as a Navy Lodge, or a local
hotel, he said.

The houses do not take reservations, and individu-
als or families need to contact the manager of a specif-
ic Fisher House for arrangements. Each medical cen-
ter commander or director sets eligibility criteria for
their specific population, Weiskopf said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

At hearing, injured
reservists decry
poor health care

New facilities

BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Petty offic-
er Anthony Cuomo believes if he
were an active-duty sailor, the
Navy would have already taken
care of the shoulder injury he suf-
fered while training in Iraq.

But instead the reservist, who
joined after serving as a New
York City firefighter during the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, said he has
undergone 21 months of confu-
sion over his military status and
rights, and is still waiting for addi-
tional surgeries to repair torn
muscles.

“In my mind, there is one word
for this: discrimination,” he said
Wednesday, during testimony be-
fore a congressional panel investi-
gating the treatment of wounded
troops.

Top military officials acknowl-
edged at the hearing that such
health care inconsistencies do
exist, despite efforts to ensure eq-
uitable care for all those injured
in combat zones.

Cuomo praised the medical pro-
fessionals who have treated him
— one doctor told him he was a
“sailor and a patient, not a reserv-
ist” — but said administrators
have delayed and denied treat-
ments for him.

At one point, he said, Navy offi-
cials classified his debilitating
shoulder and head pain as
“minor” and noncombat-related.
His shoulder separation came
during a training exercise inside
Iraq.

Members of Congress called
that testimony upsetting.

“I’m disappointed that we’re
back here again to hear about the
same problems that we’ve all
worked so hard to fix,” said Rep.
John McHugh, R-N.Y., chairman
of a House subcommittee on mili-
tary personnel. “These reports
are disturbing.”

Chief Warrant Officer Stephen
Keeton said after initially receiv-
ing exemplary treatment over-
seas for his injuries, he returned
home to find discrepancies how
reservists were handled.

“I was really dismayed when
an Army chaplain boarded our
bus full of wounded troops, and
began to ask if we were Reserve
or active duty,” he said. “If it was
Guard or Reserve he passed them
up, and if it was an active-duty
member he began to talk with
them.

“He said we would receive the
care we needed when we got to
the destination station, but he was
there for the active-duty guys.”

Army Surgeon General Lt.
Gen. Joseph Webb said of the
21,000 Army guardsmen and re-
servists injured in the war on ter-
ror, nearly 16,000 have finished
their rehabilitation and nearly
10,000 have been returned to
duty.

“I don’t think there’s another
system in the world that could do
that,” he said. “But improve-
ments to the seamless transition
of care are still needed.”

The hearing also covered
health care problems not related
to duty status. Senior Airman An-
thony Pizzifred, who lost his left
leg to a land mine in Iraq, said
some medical centers he visited
knew little about prosthetics and
other treatment for amputees.

Keeton said just days after the
rocket attack that injured him, he
managed to call his wife and sons
to let them know he was recover-
ing. To his dismay, his family had
no idea he had been injured.

All of the panelists praised the
medical community. They called
the doctors and medical experts
who treated them heroes. But
they said that administrative
changes need to be made to en-
sure the wounded troops aren’t
overwhelmed by bureaucratic
mistakes.

Representatives from all four
services told the congressional
panel that they are committed to
providing needed medical care to
every soldier returning from com-
bat overseas.

The hearing was solely to gath-
er information; no action was pre-
scribed by the committee.

E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — For the first time in
almost five years, the active-duty Army
missed its monthly recruiting goal in Feb-
ruary, a failure directly related to public
concerns about the ongoing wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, an Army recruiting offi-
cial said.

The Army Reserve also missed its goals
in February, for the second month in a
row.

“People are watching the news,” said
Doug Smith, a spokesman for U.S. Army
Recruiting Command at Fort Knox in Ken-
tucky. “They know the risks of military ser-
vice in today’s environment.”

Army recruiters were told to bring 7,050
new soldiers into the fold in February.

Instead, the recruiters found only 5,114
people willing to join the active Army.

In the Army Reserve, the recruiting goal
for the month was 1,320, but only 990 new
reservists joined the service.

January’s recruiting goal for the Army
Reserve was also missed, marking the first
monthly shortfall for the component since
September 2003, Smith said.

Fort Knox does not keep recruiting statis-
tics for the Army National Guard. Recruit-
ing for the Guard is the responsibility of
each state component, which sets its own
goal numbers.

For the Army and Army Reserve, the
February shortfalls leave both components
short for the fiscal year, as well.

The Army’s goal for recruiting ac-
tive-duty soldiers for fiscal 2005, which
began on Oct. 1, is 80,000. By the end of
February, the component was supposed to
have recruited 27,362 of those soldiers. But
the Army missed that goal by 1,823 sol-
diers.

The goal for the Army Reserve is 22,175.
By the end of February, the component
was supposed to have recruited 5,587 of
those soldiers. But the Army Reserve
missed that goal by 643 soldiers.

Although Smith said Army officials are
“keeping a close eye” on the recruiting re-
sults for the year, he said recruiters still be-
lieve they can make up the shortfalls by
the end of the fiscal year, Sept. 30.

“Missing a month is not necessarily miss-
ing a year,” Smith said.

Nevertheless, “We knew it was going to
be a difficult year,” Smith said.

For the first time since 2001, the active
Army began fiscal 2005 with far fewer re-
cruits in the Delayed Entry Program,
which allows newly joined members to
wait for up to a year before reporting for
boot camp.

Army recruiters prefer to begin the fis-
cal year with 25 to 35 percent of their new
yearly goal “banked” under the delayed
entry status, Smith said.

But as of Oct. 1, 2004, when the govern-
ment’s fiscal 2005 began, the Army only
had 18 percent of its 2005 goal total in the
program, he said.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Army and Army Reserve miss February recruitment goal

The Fisher House Foundation is turning its
focus toward supporting the war wounded and
their families. New facilities are in the pipeline.

Approved:
� A second Madigan Army Medical Center,

Fort Lewis, Wash.
� Haley VA Medical Center, Tampa, Fla.
Pending:
� A third Brooke Army Medical Center, San

Antonio, Texas
� Blanchfield Army Community Hospital,

Fort Campbell, Ky.
� Palo Alto VA Medical Center, Calif.
Under study:
� A second Naval Medical Center, San Diego,

Calif.
� West Los Angeles VA Medical Center, Calif.
� Dallas VA Medical Center, Texas

Source: Fisher House Foundation

SEAN E. COBB/Stars and Stripes

At the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center Fisher

House in Germany, Lisa Sallee, her husband Air

Force Staff Sgt. Ricky Sallee and their daughter,

Brenna, unpack for their stay. “We have made sup-

porting servicemen and women wounded in Iraq and

Afghanistan, and their families, our No. 1 priority,”

said Jim Weiskopf, Fisher House Foundation spokes-

man, as the foundation looks to build new locations.

Fisher foundation searches for
new sites to house war injured
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FORWARD OPERATING
BASE FALCON, Iraq — Mem-
bers of a seasoned U.S. military
police company that’s monitored
the treacherous streets of North-
west Baghdad say they’ve seen
dramatic improvements in the
Iraqi police force.

“The Iraqi police are more con-
fident and competent at what
they do,” said Sgt. James Becker,
27, of Radcliff, Ky., a squad lead-
er in the 127th Military Police
Company. “They’re actually out
there looking for [terrorists], as
opposed to when we first got here
and they were a little clueless.
Now, they’re much more proac-
tive.”

For the past year, the 127th
MPs has spent much of its time
working with 19 Iraqi police, pa-
trol and traffic stations, said Capt.
Kevin Hanrahan, 30, of Whitman,
Mass., the 127th MP commander.

The military police routinely
meet with Iraqi police chiefs, col-
lect statistical data on training
programs, deal with contractors
and construction projects, and
monitor the hunt for terror sus-
pects.

Sgt. Ian Parker, 22, of Detroit, a
company team leader, said he’s
noticed a difference in the atti-

tude of Iraqi forces over the past
year.

“When we first got here, they
were willing but not really
equipped. They didn’t have the
weapons and training they really
needed,” he said. “We’d tell them
to look into a building and check
for insurgents, and they’d be
scared. Now, they’re a little more
secure in their abilities to do the
job.”

The Iraqis also can effectively
set up random checkpoints on
their own, “without us having to
tell them,” Parker added.

After arriving last April, the
127th MPs acted primarily in an
observation role while providing
security for Iraqi stations, Becker
said. Two months into the deploy-
ment, they began teaching, train-
ing and coaching the Iraqi police
on patrols.

“I’ve seen it come from nothing
and start to rebuild itself,” Parker
said.

“We saw the first free election
Iraq has ever had. One of our
translators said he almost cried
when he voted; said he wanted to
weep. That made me proud to be
an American.”

— Vince Little

A 127th Military Police Company member stands watch on the roof of

the Khadamiyah Police Station in Baghdad during a recent patrol.

BY VINCE LITTLE

Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE FALCON, Iraq — With
about a month left on its yearlong
deployment, the 127th Military
Police Company knows that now
is not the time to lose focus.

Before a recent patrol in north-
west Baghdad, Sgt. Ian Parker,
22, of Detroit, warned unit mem-
bers against complacency.

“The second you’re not looking,
thinking you can take the Kevlar
off or turn your back, that’s when
something happens,” said Park-
er, a company team leader.

During the last 11 months, the
company, which works for the 2nd
Brigade Combat Team of the 10th
Mountain Division, has endured
sniper attacks, ambushes, suicide
bombers and bombs hidden along
roads or in a vehicle. The unit ar-
rived as the insurgency flared up,
at a time when U.S. forces were
still combing the country for weap-
ons of mass destruction.

After a decline in violent inci-
dents the past two months, the
company has witnessed a recent
spike.

“In our sector, violence is a lit-
tle more active now than it was 11
months ago,” said Sgt. James

Becker, 27, of Radcliff, Ky., a
squad leader. “But it’s not some-
thing you can dwell on. ... We still
have a job to do.”

The company patrols day and
night, covering an area of north-
west Baghdad that includes 19
Iraqi police, patrol and traffic sta-
tions. Becker said certain Iraqi
communities are now more will-
ing to assist in the search for sus-
pected insurgents.

“When we first got here, we
were all pretty edgy because
things were heating up,” said Pvt.
2nd Class Jeremy Miller, 20, of
Staples, Minn., a company gun-
ner. “The gunners were always
pointing at vehicles and yelling at
everybody to back off. As the year
progressed, we’ve tried more to
win over hearts and minds. We’re
not yelling as much or pointing
guns while controlling traffic.”

Still, Iraqi motorists once leery
of coming within a half-mile of
U.S. convoys have recently dis-
played more bravado, he said.

“They’ll sneak up on us now,

trying to test us. I’ve actually shot
at more cars in the last half of the
year than the first half,” Miller
said, referring to the practice of
firing warning shots to remind
Iraqi drivers to maintain a secure
distance.

With that departure date loom-
ing next month, the company’s hi-

erarchy is preaching diligence
and attention to detail.

“It’s natural to get complacent to-
ward the end, when you’re so close
to leaving,” Becker said. “Just be-
cause nothing’s happened in the
last few months doesn’t mean it
won’t.

E-mail Vince Little at:

littlev@pstripes.osd.mil

Sgt. James Becker, 27, of

Radcliff, Ky., a squad lead-

er for the 127th Military

Police Company, center,

chats with other members

of the unit during a recent

stop at the Khadamiyah

Police Station in Baghdad.

The 127th, which has run

daily patrols out of Forward

Operating Base Falcon for

the last 11 months, is

responsible for 19 Iraqi

police stations in the city’s

northwest sector.

PHOTOS BY VINCE LITTLE
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U.S. military says Iraqi
cops showing improvement

With departure near, MPs stay focused
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The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least 1,500 members of the
U.S. military have died since the beginning of the
Iraq war in March 2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 1,140 died as a result of
hostile action, according to the Defense Depart-
ment. The figures include four military civilians.

The AP count is nine higher than the Defense
Department’s tally, last updated at 10 a.m. EST
Wednesday.

The British military has reported 86 deaths;
Italy, 20; Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Spain, 11; Bul-
garia, seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each; and Denmark, El
Salvador, Hungary, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush de-
clared that major combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,362 U.S. military members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count.

The latest deaths reported by the military:

� A soldier was killed Wednesday in Iraq’s
Babil province.

The latest identifications reported by the mili-
tary:

� Army Spc. Lizbeth Robles, 31, Vega Baja, Pu-
erto Rico; died Tuesday from injuries suffered in
a vehicle accident Monday in Beiji, Iraq; assigned
to the 360th Transportation Company, 68th Corps
Support Battalion, 43rd Area Support Group, Fort
Carson, Colo.

� Army Sgt. Julio E. Negron, 28, Pompano
Beach, Fla.; died Monday in Beiji, Iraq, in a vehi-
cle accident; assigned to the 360th Transportation
Company, 68th Corps Support Battalion, 43rd
Area Support Group, Fort Carson, Colo.

� Army Pfc. Danny L. Anderson, 29, Corpus
Christi, Texas; died Sunday in Baghdad from
small arms fire; assigned to the 26th Forward Sup-
port Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Stewart, Ga.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

BY TODD PITMAN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The number of U.S. troops killed in Iraq has
topped 1,500, an Associated Press count showed Thursday
after the military announced the deaths of three Americans,
while car bombs targeting Iraqi security forces killed at least
four people in separate attacks.

Two suicide car bombs exploded outside
the Interior Ministry in eastern Baghdad on
Thursday, killing at least two policemen and
wounding five others, police Maj. Jabar Has-
san said. Officials at nearby al-Kindi hospital
said 15 people were injured in the blasts, part
of the relentless wave of violence since the
Jan. 30 elections.

Another car bomb targeting a police con-
voy exploded in Baqouba, 35 miles northeast
of the capital, killing one Iraqi policeman and
a civilian, the U.S. military said. Six police
and 10 other civilians were also wounded.

Amid the violence, interim Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi extended the state of emergen-
cy, first announced nearly four months ago,
for another 30 days until the end of March.
The order remains in effect throughout the
country, except in northern Kurdish-run
areas.

The emergency decree includes a nighttime curfew and
gives the government extra powers to make arrests without
warrants and launch police and military operations when it
deems necessary.

The latest reported American deaths brought the toll to
1,502 since the United States launched the war in Iraq in
March 2003, according to the AP count. The military said two
U.S. troops died Wednesday in Baghdad of injuries suffered

when a roadside bomb struck their vehicle.
Another soldier was killed the same day in Babil province,

part of an area known as the “Triangle of Death” because of
the frequency of insurgent attacks on U.S. and Iraqi forces.

The car bombers in Baghdad were trailing a police convoy
that was trying to enter the Interior Ministry, Hassan said.
Iraqi security forces opened fire on the vehicles and disabled
them before they could arrive at a main checkpoint, said Col.

Adnan Abdul-Rahman, an Interior Ministry
spokesman.

Iraqi forces also killed one Iraqi man dur-
ing clashes with gunmen in the northern city
of Mosul, army Capt. Sabah Yassin said. Two
soldiers were injured.

Also in the north, insurgents blew up a gas
pipeline that links Kirkuk to Dibis, about 20
miles away, said Col. Nozad Mohammad, a
state oil security official in Kirkuk. Moham-
mad said the blast would cut gas production,
but he could not say by how much.

Talks aimed at forging a new coalition gov-
ernment faltered Wednesday over Kurdish de-
mands for more land and concerns that the
dominant Shiite alliance seeks to establish an
Islamic state, delaying the planned first meet-
ing of parliament.

Shiite and Kurdish leaders, Iraq’s new political powers,
failed to reach agreement after two days of negotiations in
the northern city of Irbil, with the clergy-backed candidate
for prime minister, Ibrahim al-Jaafari, leaving with only half
the deal he needed.

The Shiite-led United Iraqi Alliance, which has 140 seats in
the 275-member National Assembly, hopes to win backing
from the 75 seats held by Kurdish political parties so it can
muster the required two-thirds majority to insure control of
top posts in the new government.

U.S. deaths over 1,500 in Iraq
Two troops killed in Baghdad; another dies in Babil

Talks aimed

at forging a

new coalition

government

faltered

Wednesday

over Kurdish

demands for

more land.
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BY CHRIS BRUMMITT

The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — The alleged leader of a
militant Islamic group was sentenced Thursday to 2
½ years in prison for conspiracy in the 2002 Bali
nightclub bombings that killed 202 people but was
cleared of more serious charges. The United States
and Australia criticized the sentence.

A five-judge panel cleared Abu Bakar Bashir of al-
legations that as head of the al-Qaida-linked Jemaah
Islamiyah group he planned the 2003 suicide bomb-
ing of the J.W. Marriott hotel in Jakarta that killed
12 people and that he incited his followers to launch
terrorist attacks.

The 66-year-old preacher could be released from
prison by late 2006 with time already served in pris-
on taken into account.

Bashir had faced a maximum penalty of death
over the Marriott charge, but most analysts had pre-
dicted his punishment would be far less — partly
due to a weak case by prosecutors. During the

five-month trial, only one witness directly testified
that Bashir headed Jemaah Islamiyah, the group
blamed in both attacks.

“I’m being oppressed by people from abroad and
at home,” Bashir said after the verdict, surrounded
by hundreds of cheering supporters. “They consider
Islamic law to be a shackle and are slaves to immor-
al behavior. Allah, open their hearts or destroy
them.”

“Smash America and its lackeys,” shouted one
supporter.

Both sides said they would consider appealing the
verdict, with Bashir’s lawyers calling the sentence
politically motivated. Bashir and his supporters
have repeatedly claimed that Jakarta was under
pressure from the United States to find him guilty.

The United States and Australia, which lost seven
and 88 citizens respectively in the attack on Bali
tourist nightclubs, consider Bashir the spiritual lead-
er of Jemaah Islamiyah and were hoping for a
lengthy prison term to deter terrorism in the world’s
most populous Muslim nation.

Tons of hashish found

THESSALONIKI, Greece —
Police seized 4.5 metric tons of
hashish after raiding a ware-
house in this northern port city,
authorities said Thursday.

Three men from Bulgaria were
arrested during the raid late
Wednesday by police and Fi-
nance Ministry fraud officers at
the warehouse in the outskirts of
Thessaloniki.

U.N. urges nuke talks

VIENNA, Austria — The U.N.
atomic watchdog agency urged
North Korea on Thursday to re-
turn to six-party negotiations
over its nuclear program — and
to let the agency return to moni-
toring its atomic activities.

The threat represented by North
Korea is “a serious challenge … to
peace and stability in Northeast
Asia,” and to attempts to control
the global spread of nuclear weap-
ons, the board of the 35-nation In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency
said in a statement Thursday.

In a separate attempt to defuse
the North Korean threat, top U.S.
and Chinese officials agreed Thurs-
day in Seoul on tactics meant to
lure Pyongyang back to multiparty
talks on nuclear disarmament.

Abortion amendment

UNITED NATIONS — The
United States hinted strongly that
it will drop controversial amend-
ments regarding abortion from the
final declaration of a high-level
U.N. meeting to advance the fight
for women’s equality.

The U.S. government has come
under intense pressure from the
European Union and some coun-
tries over its demand to add lan-
guage to the declaration stating
that the landmark platform adopt-
ed 10 years ago at the U.N. wom-
en’s conference in Beijing does
not create a “right to abortion.”

From The Associated Press

BY BASSEM MROUE

The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian
taxi driver Mohammed Toja has
been ferrying passengers be-
tween Beirut and Damascus for
12 years. But he is reconsidering
working here amid the soaring
anti-Syrian sentiment that’s fol-
lowed last month’s assassination
of Lebanon’s former prime minis-
ter.

Two days after a massive bomb
killed Rafik Hariri and 17 others
in Beirut, Toja’s Dodge — its
bright yellow color marking it as
a Syrian taxi — was damaged
when people on an overpass
dropped a motorcycle battery
onto it.

And during a recent breakfast,
angry young men warned him to
leave the neighborhood or his car
would be attacked again.

“If things continue this way, I
probably will stop coming to Leb-
anon,” said the 38-year-old, stand-
ing with fellow Syrian drivers
near Charles Helou Station,
Beirut’s main stop for taxis driv-
ing between Lebanon, Syria and
Jordan.

Toja is like hundreds of thou-
sands of Syrian workers — main-
ly farmers and construction work-
ers — lured to Lebanon by the
promise of higher pay. But their
numbers have noticeably dwin-
dled since some have become tar-
gets after Hariri’s death, which
many Lebanese blame on Syria
and their own country’s pro-Dam-
ascus authorities.

Cleric gets 2½ years in Bali bombings

BY VERENA VON DERSCHAU

The Associated Press

ANGERS, France — Sixty-six people
were accused of participating in a pedophil-
ia ring in which children and babies were
prostituted for food and small sums of
money Thursday as one of France’s big-
gest trials got under way.

Prosecutors contend that dozens of chil-
dren — ages 6 months to 14 years — were
raped by their parents or offered to other
adults for sex from 1999 to 2002.

Some of the 45 victims, who are now in
the care of social services, were expected

to testify by closed-circuit television. The
children will not appear in court.

Authorities were offering psychologi-
cal counseling to the jurors and six judg-
es to help them cope with sordid testimo-
ny of child abuse and gang rape expected
during the about four-month trial, to be
held in a specially built courtroom in An-
gers.

Many of the defendants are from low-in-
come households in the working class
Saint-Leonard neighborhood of Angers,
and some were themselves reportedly
abused as children.

Three couples at the center of the prosti-

tution ring lured their children and those
of their relatives “to play doctor” with the
adults, the newspaper Le Monde reported.
One young girl was allegedly raped 45
times.

Defense lawyers planned to argue that
government social workers, who were mon-
itoring many of the suspects, failed in their
responsibilities or turned a blind eye to
signs of abuse. Some of the defendants
cited in the 420-page legal filing are illiter-
ate and don’t fully understand the charges
against them, lawyers said.

Thirty-nine people face up to 30 years
in prison if convicted of raping minors

under age 15 and on prostitution charges.
Other suspects face up 10 years behind
bars if convicted of sexual violence
against minors and failure to denounce
crimes.

“To my knowledge, we’ve never seen a
criminal case of this magnitude in
France,” said Pascal Rouiller, a defense
lawyer for five suspects. Others thought to
have participated in the ring while hiding
their identities behind masks are believed
to still be at large.

“The children speak of one tattooed
woman who is not in the defendants’
dock,” Rouiller said.

IN THE WORLD

AP

Militant Muslim cleric Abu Bakar Bashir waves from inside a detention truck as he leaves court after his trial

in Jakarta, Indonesia, on Thursday. The court sentenced Bashir to 30 months in prison for conspiracy in the

2002 Bali bombings, but cleared him of three more serious charges, including ordering the attack.

Anti-Syrian
sentiment
on the rise

Trial begins for pedophilia ring in France
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The Associated Press

SALINA, Kan. — Millionaire adventurer
Steve Fossett on Thursday became the
first person to fly around the world solo
without stopping or refueling — 67 hours
and 23,000 miles after taking off in his spin-
dly-looking, experimental jet.

“That was something I wanted to do for
a long time, a major ambition,” a jubilant
Fossett said immediately after emerging
from the custom-built GlobalFlyer.

An equally happy Sir Richard Branson,
the Virgin Atlantic founder who financed
the flight, grabbed a bottle of champagne
from Fossett, shook it up, and sprayed
down his pilot and longtime friend. Fossett
then guzzled from the bottle in celebration.

Fossett, 60, already holds the record for
flying solo around the globe in a balloon.
He failed five times before successfully
completing that flight, but needed just one
try to make the trip in a plane. This latest

adventure gives Fossett yet another avia-
tion record, adding to the many he holds as
a balloonist, pilot and sailor.

But there was some doubt if Fossett
would make it back to Salina. Fuel sensors
in the custom-built plane’s 13 tanks dif-
fered from readings of how quickly its sin-
gle jet engine was burning fuel, forcing
Fossett’s crew to assume that 2,600 of the
original 18,100 pounds of fuel “disap-
peared.”

It was not clear whether there was an ac-
tual leak or just a problem with the sen-
sors, Fossett’s team said.

Facing a decision near Hawaii about
whether to land or press ahead over the
vast Pacific Ocean for the U.S. mainland,
Fossett told his team, “Let’s go for it.”
Hours later, pushed by strong tail winds
that left him with enough in the tanks to fin-
ish the global trek, he safely crossed over
Los Angeles and turned northeast for Sali-
na and the finish line.

He touched down in Salina at 1:48 p.m.
Fossett chose Salina because he needed a
long runway for the takeoff and landing.
The runway in Salina — once used to train
WWII bomber crews — is about 12,000
feet long.

Fossett’s GlobalFlyer was designed by
the same engineer who came up with the
Voyager aircraft that first completed the
around-the-world trip 19 years ago with
two pilots aboard.

Fossett, 60, set his ballooning record in
2002, taking off and landing in Australia.
The millionaire from Chicago has also
swam the English Channel, run the Iditar-
od dog sled race and driven in the 24
Hours of Le Mans car race.

Aviation pioneer Wiley Post made the
first solo around-the-world trip in 1933, tak-
ing more than seven days and stopping nu-
merous times. Jeana Yeager and Dick
Rutan, brother of GlobalFlyer designer Burt
Rutan, made their global flight in 1986.

The Associated Press

SUFFIELD, Connecticut — A
parole board Thursday rejected a
rapist’s bid to be released from
prison, sending the former jet-set
fugitive who lived in Europe back
to prison until 2008.

Alex
Kelly, who
was charged
in 1986 with
raping two
teenagers
while he was
a high school
wrestling
standout,
was visibly
angry after
the ruling
and demand-
ed of the

three-member board, “Why do
you come here?”

Board members said they were
moved by the pleas of Kelly’s two
victims, Adrienne Bak and Hill-

ary Buchanan, who sat together
and fought back tears as they de-
scribed Kelly’s crimes.

“For 19 years, Adrienne and I
have been trying to get justice for
the brutal rapes this man commit-
ted against us,” Buchanan said.
“He left such an indelible mark
on my soul.”

Kelly, now 37, has spent eight
years in prison, which his victims
noted was slightly less time than
he lived in Europe as a fugitive.

“I wish there was some way I
could explain how sorry I am for
what I have done,” Kelly told the
board.

“I take full responsibility for
the things I have done. I have
caused a lot of pain to a lot of peo-
ple and I am sorry for that.”

Just before his trial was to
begin in 1987, Kelly fled the coun-
try. While in Europe, he spent
time skiing and mountain climb-
ing using money authorities say
his wealthy parents sent him.

Greenspan floats idea of
national consumption tax

Kelly

NYPD knew of sketch

NEW YORK — A drawing of Grand
Central Terminal found in the home of
a suspect in the Madrid train bombings
was “not something that would indicate
an immediate threat,” Police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly said.

The crude sketch was “a very basic
schematic,” and was never deemed
cause for alarm, Kelly said on Wednes-
day in response to a report in the Span-
ish newspaper El Mundo.

The drawing and other data were on a
computer disk seized about two weeks
after the train bombings in Madrid that
killed 191 people on March 11, 2004, El
Mundo reported. Spanish police turned
the disk over to U.S. agents from the
FBI and CIA in December.

Kelly said the data also was shared
with the New York Police Department’s
counterterrorism division and city tran-
sit officials, who concluded the sketch
depicted Grand Central.

The material also included photo-
graphs, and a drawing of a private build-
ing in the city.

From wire reports

Zippo upset by ban

PITTSBURGH — Zippo Manu-
facturing Co., which prides itself
on its classic brass-and-chrome bu-
tane lighters, says new air travel
security regulations could cut into
sales by as much as 30 percent.

The U.S. Transportation Securi-
ty Administration has announced
it will ban butane, electric and ab-
sorbed fuel lighters aboard all air-
craft and in areas behind airport
security gates beginning in April.

Zippo officials will meet with
U.S. officials later this month to
plead their case. Millions of the
metal, rectangular lighters are
bought on impulse at duty-free
shops and at vacation spots as me-
mentos.

Window washers saved

LOS ANGELES — Two win-
dow washers were rescued Thurs-
day through a 10th-floor window
after their scaffolding collapsed,
leaving them dangling for about

40 minutes off a building in down-
town Los Angeles.

Neither was injured in the inci-
dent, which was broadcast
throughout the United States.

Both workers had been wear-
ing safety harnesses attached to
the roof of the 12-story building.

Firefighters broke a window
and helped them through it.

Jackson trial video

SANTA MARIA, California —
Jurors in the Michael Jackson
case got their first look Thursday
at the singer’s master bedroom
suite where he allegedly molested
a 13-year-old boy.

The panel was shown videotape
from a Nov. 18, 2003, raid of Jack-
son’s Neverland ranch that includ-
ed shots of his cluttered bedroom,
but none of the sexually explicit
magazines that Santa Barbara
County District Attorney Thomas
Sneddon has said were found in
the suite.

From wire reports

AP

Members of the President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform — from left, Liz Ann Sonder, James

Poterba, Chairman Connie Mack III and Vice-Chairman John Breaux — listen Thursday to Federal Reserve

Chairman Alan Greenspan talk about revamping the complex tax code, an important goal of President Bush.

Rapist denied parole
after victims testify

BY JEANNINE AVERSA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal Re-
serve Chairman Alan Greenspan
on Thursday said some form of a
consumption tax — such as a na-
tional sales tax — could spur
greater economic growth, but he
cautioned that the government
would face significant problems
making the transition to such a
system.

Switching from an income tax
to a consumption tax would gener-
ate huge opposition from Demo-
crats, who argue that taxing food
and other goods would fall hard-
est on the poor.

Acknowledging those con-
cerns, Greenspan told the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Panel on Federal
Tax Reform that policy-makers
might want to consider a combina-
tion of an income tax and a con-
sumption tax.

“I would suspect that probably
that may be the best route to go.
In other words, don’t try for puri-
ty,” Greenspan said in response
to a question from a panelist. “I
would suspect that the opposition
that would arise would probably
make such a structure [a pure
consumption tax] infeasible.”

Addressing concerns about in-
creased taxes on food and other
necessities, Greenspan said that
policy-makers could design a con-
sumption tax that would exclude
products mostly consumed by the
poor.

In his prepared remarks to the
panel, the Fed chief said that “a
consumption tax would be best
from the perspective of promot-
ing economic growth” because it
would encourage saving and the
capital formation that the econo-
my needs to expand and modern-
ize.

“However, getting from the cur-

rent tax system to a consumption
tax raises a challenging set of
transition issues,” he added.

Greenspan also said he support-
ed tax incentives to encourage
savings, despite what he called
conflicting evidence about the in-
centives’ success at increasing
the national savings rate, because
they enhance individuals’ retire-
ment accounts.

“And that, especially in the con-
text of the discussions we’ve all
been having the last couple
weeks relevant to retirement
funding and the like, is clearly
something which is desirable,” he
said.

The Fed chief delivered his as-
sessment to the panel a day after
worrying aloud before a House
committee about the buildup of
budget deficits in recent years.
The tax-reform panel is looking
into ways to revamp the complex
tax code, an important goal of
President Bush.

Fossett sets solo flight record
IN THE STATES
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BY RUKMINI CALLIMACHI

The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Every morn-
ing before she headed out into the
world, Evelyn Hall took off her gold
ring and placed it on the kitchen
counter. When she returned at night,
she slipped it back on.

Last year, she put it on for good
when she married the woman whom
relatives had assumed was her room-
mate, cracking open the secret life the
two had hidden for 46 years.

A total of 2,968 couples wed in Ore-
gon when the state’s most populous
county began issuing same-sex mar-
riage licenses a year ago Thursday.
Every one of those marriages is now in
legal limbo — but gay couples say
their legally hazy unions are nonethe-
less a giant leap forward.

“It was like an out-of-slavery experi-
ence. I know it sounds crazy, but we
were so closeted,” said Mary Beth
Brindley, 65, who ran away from
home to be with Hall, now 66, when
she was 19. “It’s a total relief not to
have to lie anymore.”

Gay weddings swept the country
from coast to coast starting in San
Francisco on Feb. 12, 2004, when

Mayor Gavin Newsom flung open the
city’s wedding registry to gay couples.

The movement jumped to Oregon in
March, then New Mexico and New
Paltz, N.Y. By May, thousands of gay
couples were on their way to tying the
knot in Massachusetts following a rul-
ing by the state’s highest court.

Then the backlash set in.
Last November, voters in Oregon

and 10 other states passed ballot mea-
sures banning gay marriage. Voters in
two other states, Missouri and Louisi-
ana, banned gay marriages in 2004.

In Oregon and in California, law-
suits are wending their way through
the state’s legal machinery to deter-
mine the legal status of some 7,000 cer-
tificates issued to gay couples in the
two states.

And while an effort to pass a federal
ban on gay marriage failed in the Sen-
ate last year, supporters say they will
try again in the new Congress.

Gay advocates contend time is on
their side.

“It’s a case of two steps forward for
every one step back, which means
we’re still one step ahead,” said Rebe-
kah Kassell, spokeswoman for Basic
Rights Oregon, the state’s leading gay
rights group.

BY JON SARCHE

The Associated Press

DENVER, Colo. — When
rumor hit the commodities trad-
ing floor in Chicago three years
ago that Kansas cattle had con-
tracted foot-and-mouth disease,
prices plummeted.

A rumor that lasted only a day
cost the beef industry an estimat-
ed $50 million and forced agricul-
ture officials to spend weeks as-
suring consumers that the food
supply was safe.

With this case and others like it
in mind, lawmakers across the
country are working on ways to
keep livestock disease investiga-
tions secret until absolutely neces-
sary. Proposals already have
passed in Idaho and Wyoming,
while lawmakers in Colorado,
Maryland and Utah are consider-
ing bills this spring.

In Wyoming, false reporting of
an animal disease outbreak is a
crime. “There’s just no reason to
get consumers riled up about
something that didn’t happen,”
said Mel Coleman Jr., whose fami-
ly founded Coleman Natural Prod-
ucts Inc., which sells beef from
ranches in Colorado and 12 other
states.

But Jean Halloran, director of
Consumers Union’s Consumer
Policy Institute in Yonkers, New
York, said there are good reasons
to fully disclose all information
about testing for animal diseases
— especially mad cow, the com-
mon name for bovine spongiform
encephalopathy, or BSE.

Humans who eat BSE-contami-
nated tissue can contract a degen-
erative, fatal brain disorder
called variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob
Disease.

“In a disease as serious as this,
we have to have complete open-
ness and transparency,” she said.

However, Halloran also said
keeping information secret until
confirmation of an infection is an
understandable step to protect
the industry. That is somewhat
more restrictive than how the
U.S. Agriculture Department has
handled public disclosure.

In December 2003, a few weeks
after a Holstein in Washington
state was screened for mad cow
disease, the government said the

animal had tested “presumptive
positive.” The government said a
few days later the results had
been confirmed in independent
testing.

No more cases of the disease
have been confirmed in the Unit-
ed States, though the government
announced three times last year
its preliminary rapid-test proce-
dures had provided inconclusive
results. That brought harsh criti-
cism from some ranchers.

The preliminary tests for mad
cow and some other diseases are
designed to be conservative and
provide a false positive if there’s
uncertainty, in order to prompt
further, more accurate testing,
said Jim Miller, director of policy
and initiatives for the Colorado
Agriculture Department.

AP

A polled Hereford bull peers over the fence in the yards at the National

Western Stock Show and Rodeo in Denver. When rumor of a

foot-and-mouth disease outbreak among Kansas cattle hit the commodi-

ties trading floor in Chicago three years ago, prices plummeted.

BY RON WORD

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —
Former U.S. Rep. Tillie Fowler,
who became prominent on de-
fense issues during her four
terms in Congress, died Wednes-
day, two days after suffering a
brain hemorrhage. She was 62.

Fowler, who was known as the
“Steel Magnolia” for her quiet te-
nacity in Congress, died at a hos-
pital, said Tom Alexander, a fam-
ily spokesman.

Gov. Jeb Bush called Fowler
“a great Floridian and commit-
ted public servant. Congress-
woman Fowler was a great lead-
er and was dedicated to making
the lives of Floridians better.
She will be missed.”

Fowler was elected to the
House of Representatives in
1992, campaigning on an “eight
is enough” term-limits pledge.

“Tillie will be remembered as
an effective legislator because
she always kept her word to her
colleagues and constituents,”
House Speaker Dennis Hastert
said.

After leaving Congress in Jan-
uary 2001, she was mentioned
as a possible secretary of the
Navy in the Bush administra-
tion, but instead joined the na-
tional law firm of Holland &
Knight.

Since 2003, Fowler was chair-
woman of the Defense Policy
Board Advisory Committee,
which advises Defense Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld. She also
headed the committee that inves-
tigated alleged sexual assaults
at the U.S. Air Force Academy
and served on the committee
that investigated prisoner abuse
in Iraq.

A native of Milledgeville, Ga.,
she was the daughter of former
Georgia state Sen. Culver Kidd.

AP

Mary Beth Brindley, left, and Evelyn Hall, who have been

together for 45 years and were married on March 4, 2004,

mark their first anniversary at home in Portland, Ore.

Despite backlash, legally hazy marriage
is a leap forward, say same-sex couples

The Associated Press

SIMI VALLEY, California — In
a rare public appearance, CIA Di-
rector Porter Goss said he is over-
whelmed by the many duties of
his job, including devoting five
hours out of every day to prepare
for and deliver intelligence brief-
ings to President Bush.

“The jobs I’m being asked to
do, the five hats that I wear, are
too much for this mortal,” Goss
said. “I’m a little amazed at the
workload.”

Goss praised Bush’s choice for
the new job of national intelli-
gence director, John Negroponte.
The career diplomat, who is ex-
pected to be confirmed by the Sen-
ate, will take over several of the
duties currently assigned to Goss,
including the presidential brief-
ing.

Goss, who has made few public
comments beyond congressional
testimony, also said the legisla-
tion creating the position of direc-
tor of national intelligence left
him unclear on his future role.

“It’s got a huge amount of ambi-
guity in it,” he said. “I don’t know
by law what my direct relation-
ship is with John Negroponte,”
Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld or other top officials involved
with intelligence.

Rep. Fowler, leader on
U.S. defense, dead at 62

States keep lid on mad cow probes

High court rules ex-spies cannot sue CIA

WASHINGTON — A former Cold War spy couple who defected to
the United States lost their bid to sue the CIA on Wednesday in a Su-
preme Court case in which they contended the agency reneged on a
pledge of lifetime support.

The possibility that an espionage relationship might be revealed if a
lawsuit proceeded was unacceptable, Chief Justice William Rehnquist
said in a unanimous decision.

Former spies cannot sue to enforce their contracts, the court con-
cluded, because of the secret nature of their agreements.

The justices relied on a 19th-century Supreme Court ruling which
forbade a lawsuit by a Civil War spy who allegedly entered into a con-
tract with President Lincoln to work behind Confederate lines.

From The Associated Press

At first anniversary,
gays have no regrets

Workload
amazes
CIA head
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BY NICOLE

WEISENSEE EGAN

Knight Ridder

PHILADELPHIA — Bill Cosby
has finally broken his silence
about drugging and groping alle-
gations levied against him by a
former Temple University em-
ployee.

And he did it an exclusive inter-
view with the National Enquirer,
offering a vague, sort-of apology
to the 31-year-old Canadian
woman.

“Looking back on it, I realize
that words and actions can be mis-
interpreted by another person,
and unless you’re a supreme
being, you can’t predict what an-
other individual will do,” Cosby
said in an interview with Enquir-
er Editor Barry Levine, in the
March 14 issue, which hits news-
stands on Friday.

While Cosby at first said he did
not want to speculate whether the
woman’s motive was financial
gain — “I don’t want to go there”
— he all but went there, anyway.

“I am not going to give in to peo-
ple who try to exploit me because
of my celebrity status,” said

Cosby, 67, who did not deny that
he had been the woman’s mentor.

“Sometimes you try to help peo-
ple and it
backfires on
you and then
they try to
take advan-
tage of you,”
Cosby said.
“People can
soil you by
taking advan-
tage.”

Although
Cosby has
been cleared
of any crimi-

nal charges, he said he was speak-
ing out in anticipation of a civil
suit the Canadian woman is ex-
pected to file against him shortly.

Cosby also commented on Tam-
ara Green, a 57-year-old Califor-
nia lawyer who said Cosby had
drugged and groped her more
than 30 years ago. She told her
story first to the Philadelphia
Daily News.

“My problem is with some
media and how it appeared that
Miss Green was allowed to be a

‘wrecking ball,’ ” he told the En-
quirer, admitting that her allega-
tions intensified the scandal.

David Brokaw, Cosby’s publi-
cist, confirmed that Cosby’s inter-
view was legitimate.

Dolores Troiani and Bebe Kiv-
itz, the Canadian woman’s attor-
neys, issued a brief statement.

“We are pleased that after Mr.
Cosby’s camp initially character-
ized our client’s allegations as bi-
zarre and utterly proposterous,
he has acknowledged that it was
his conduct after all that formed
the basis for her allegations,”
they said.

Cosby’s decision to speak to the
supermarket tabloid, with which
he has had a contentious relation-
ship over the years, was unusual
for a number of reasons. Five
years ago, he threatened a $250
million lawsuit against the En-
quirer and demanded a retrac-
tion of a story that claimed a
then-20-year-old actress had ac-
cused him of sexual misconduct.
Stuart Zakim, a spokesman for
the Enquirer, declined to com-
ment on whether Cosby had filed
suit or whether the tabloid had re-
tracted its story.

BY GEOFF BOUCHER

Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — A recording
engineer who worked for Ray
Charles for two decades and who
won four Grammys last month
for his work on the late singer’s
final album was arrested four

days later after police pried open
the door of his Burbank loft and
found 300 original master record-
ings that belonged to Charles.

Terry Howard, 48, was in custo-
dy Wednesday after his arrest
Feb. 17, but his attorney, Steve
Crom, said they would post bail
Thursday.

A judge reduced it from $1 mil-
lion to $100,000 this week.

“These are recordings that he
contractually and logically had
every right to have in his posses-
sion,” Crom said. A recording en-
gineer, he said, often works at
home.

Los Angeles Police Detective
Donald O. Hrycyk said the stacks
of music included old reel-to-reel
recordings of Charles and other
artists whose work was stored in
the singer’s library.

Jerry Digney, Charles’ former
publicist and spokesman for his
estate, said in a statement: “What-
ever the outcome, Ray Charles
Enterprises puts a high value on
its assets, especially its master
tapes, and will do its utmost to en-
sure their safety and proper han-
dling along with protecting other
irreplaceable valuables belong-
ing to the late entertainer and to
his estate.”

AP

Rachel Robinson, widow of baseball great Jackie Robinson, stands with

President Bush, left, and House Speaker Dennis Hastert, right, after

she received the Congressional Gold Medal on his behalf at the Capitol

on Wednesday in Washington.

Baseball great gets
posthumous honor
from lawmakers

BY ERICA WERNER

The Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — More than a
half-century after breaking
sport’s color barrier, Jackie Rob-
inson was posthumously awarded
Congress’ highest honor, a Con-
gressional Gold Medal.

President Bush gave the medal
to Robinson’s widow, Rachel Rob-
inson, on Wednesday in a stately
ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda.
The Democratic and Republican
leaders of the House and Senate
and baseball com-
missioner Bud
Selig looked on.

“His story is
one that shows
what one person
can do to hold
America to ac-
count to its found-
ing promise of
freedom and
equality,” Bush
said. “It’s a lesson
for people coming
up to see.

“One person
can make a big dif-
ference in setting
the tone of this
country.”

When Robin-
son joined the
Brooklyn Dodg-
ers in 1947, he
was the first
black player on a
major league
team. He died in
1972 and his No.
42 was retired throughout base-
ball in 1997.

“This medal confirms what we
know,” Rachel Robinson said.

“Jackie Robinson stands as a
heroic role model for all Ameri-
cans who believe in justice and
equality.”

Speakers extolled Robinson as
a courageous athlete who suf-
fered taunts and slurs from fans
and fellow players, ignoring them
as he proved both a brilliant ball-
player and a civil rights hero. The

latter role wasn’t one he sought
but it became inevitable after
Dodgers owner Branch Rickey
bucked much of popular opinion
and signed him.

“He knew he was a symbol and
a barrier-breaker, and that stay-
ing the course would have conse-
quences for millions of people to
come,” Rep. Mel Watt, D-N.C.,
chairman of the Congressional
Black Caucus, said.

Robinson stayed the course,
and excelled. He was rookie of

the year in 1947,
and was voted the
league’s Most
Valuable Player
in 1949 when he
batted .342 and
drove in 124 runs.
He played 10 sea-
sons with the
Brooklyn Dodg-
ers, often at sec-
ond base.

He was elected
to baseball’s Hall
of Fame in 1962.

Speakers at
Wednesday’s cere-
mony recalled
hearing of Robin-
son’s exploits or
watching him play
in their youth,
proving once
again that whatev-
er ideological dif-
ferences divide
them, America’s
pastime rarely
fails to unite the

country’s political leaders.
Bush said he had hoped for a

Robinson baseball card as a kid,
even though he rooted for the Gi-
ants. House Speaker Dennis Hast-
ert, R-Ill., recalled going to a
Cubs game with his grandfather,
and being told the Dodgers were
playing and he would see history
being made.

Robinson is only the second
major league baseball player
ever to get the Congressional
Gold Medal — the first was Rob-
erto Clemente in 1973.

Cosby

Cosby opens up to tabloid

SHNS

Jackie Robinson was No. 1 for

Topps in 1953. He was the

first black player on a major

league baseball team and was

elected to baseball’s Hall of

Fame in 1962.

Ray Charles tapes seized from engineer
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Doonesbury Flashbacks  BY GARRY TRUDEAU

BY CORA A. METZ

R
ecently, I visited Baumholder,
Germany, respectfully nick-
named “The Rock” and home of
the 1st Armored Division. On the

two-lane highway leading there, I noticed
an odd sign posted on the guardrail to my
right. The sign read, “Getting warmer.” Puz-
zled, I had no clue as to what those words
meant until I saw another sign a short dis-
tance ahead. In the middle of a field, a large
white cloth draped over a rolled bale of hay
read, “Welcome home, SSG Santiago.”
These two signs were only small indicators
of what lay ahead.

Approaching the gate, I admired more
homemade signs, particularly the patriotic
ones in red, white and blue paint, that wel-
comed home the battle-weary troops who
had recently returned from Iraq. Once on
post, I marveled at sturdy trees standing at
attention, proudly boasting yellow ribbons
and bows fastened sporadically around
their trunks. Various-sized yellow bows as
far as my eyes could see were tacked to just
about every visible nook and cranny. Sever-
al fences and sides of buildings held more
hand-painted signs, which the troops could
not possibly have missed as they rolled in
that day. I was proud of that.

Wanting to do a little shopping, I stood in
a long line leading to the ATM near the PX.
In line ahead of me stood two soldiers in
BDUs and three in civvies. I could tell the
ones in civvies were soldiers too as I unin-
tentionally overheard bits and pieces of
their conversations about being back home,
the things they had done or planned to do.
These young soldiers, looking barely out of
their teens, bore skin with deep tans as if
they had spent too much time lazing in the
sun on some beautiful tropical beach. How-
ever, Iraq was no day at anyone’s beach. I
felt sad about that.

As I neared the ATM, the post speakers
came to life with the familiar crisp bugle
notes, which signaled retreat to lower the
flag and end the duty day. Seemingly, a spe-
cial reverent hush fell over the area, proof

that this traditional ceremony had taken on
a new meaning, especially to these young
men. Those in line ahead of me snapped
around sharply to face the source of the
music. I turned too and a panoramic view of
the parking lot revealed even more patrio-
tism. Soldiers in either BDUs or desert cam-
mies readied themselves to pay their re-
spect to our flag.

On the road in front of the PX, a few cars
had stopped; their drivers had stepped out
onto the street ready to do the right thing to
the flag too. Nearby, I noticed a young tod-
dler of about 2 standing next to her dad in
uniform, proudly looking up at him and
probably wondering what she should do.
She connected her tiny fingers with his left
hand and stared straight ahead, just as her
dad did as he prepared to salute with his
right hand. That touched me.

As the bugle continued with the second
part and the color guard slowly lowered the
flag, everyone that I could see stood still,
some with a salute, others with their hands
over their hearts, honoring the flag as it de-
scended into the soldiers’ waiting hands.
When retreat ended, drivers stepped back
in their cars and awakened their engines to
continue their journeys. The soldiers and
others resumed their pace through the park-
ing lot to their intended destinations.

Finished with my shopping, I headed
home but, at the last minute, decided to ride
down the street near the theater to view
more of what welcomed the soldiers on the
day they returned.

The fence surrounding the track behind
the theater held even more signs: “We love
you, 1-6 INF”; “You are our heroes, 2-6
INF”; “Welcome home, 1-45,” and so on.
More yellow bows and ribbons on a
chain-link fence filled spaces between the
signs.

Near the fence stood a group of
fresh-faced young men with that unmistak-
able “Iraqi” tan. As I slowly drove by, I no-
ticed that they were laughing and talking
among themselves. One quickly puffed re-
peatedly and nervously on a cigarette. Oth-

ers punctuated their conversations with ani-
mated hand gestures and brotherly hugs.
Even from my car, I sensed their lingering
uneasiness, yet they seemed relieved to be
back on “The Rock.” I was happy for them
too.

As I turned toward the traffic circle to
head off post, I saw a lone soldier jogging in
his gray and black PT uniform. As he ap-
proached the crosswalk ahead of me, I
stopped to let him pass so that he would not
break his stride. That is when it all came to-
gether for me. My heart filled with both
pride and sorrow.

I felt profoundly proud of these soldiers
who served so bravely and had returned
safely to enjoy this extremely well-deserved
heroes’ welcome home. A deep sadness
overwhelmed me as my thoughts turned to
the soldiers who never made it back.

With my heart full, I cried as I drove
away. So I say to each of you on the “The
Rock” and to all our soldiers who have re-
turned safely: I salute you for a superb job
extremely well done.

Army Sgt. 1st Class Cora A. Metz (retired)
is force protection officer and security manager
for General Support Center, Europe.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Baumholder holds heroes near, dear

IGNACIO RUBALCAVA/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Spc. Jesse D. Lenard, a member of the 1st

Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment, gets a

tearful welcome home from his family in

Baumholder, Germany, in July.

Perpetuating the stigma

The shootings at Fort Bragg, N.C., in
early February are a reminder of the
four wives who were killed by their
husbands at Fort Bragg in 2002, three
of those four husbands having recent-
ly returned from Afghanistan.

Part of the Pentagon’s plan to pre-
vent domestic violence upon the re-
turn of divisions from Iraq and Afghan-
istan is to reduce the stigma of mental
health care for troops needing and
seeking it (“Overcoming stigma, deal-
ing with trauma,” article, Feb. 5).

Col. Thomas Burke, one of the Penta-
gon’s top psychologists, says, “There
is a perception among the troops that
seeking mental health care means

you’re weak or a coward and frankly,
we in the military kind of foster that at-
titude.”

Certainly, Lt. Gen. James Mattis has
perpetuated that stigma when he told
a group in San Diego recently that “it’s
quite fun to fight ’em, you know. It’s a
hell of a hoot. It’s fun to shoot some
people.”

If a three-star general has no com-
punction about expressing his cava-
lier attitude toward war in a public
forum, what are the chances subordi-
nates in need of mental health care
will seek it upon their return from a
war zone?

Our Pentagon appears to be func-
tioning at cross-purposes.

Michele Winter

Würzburg, Germany
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

Chicago Tribune

A
s far back as his 2000 campaign,
President Bush made govern-
ment partnerships with religious
organizations a centerpiece of his

“compassionate conservative” approach to
social welfare programs.

The idea of faith-based initiatives has a
lot of appeal, as long as public funds aren’t
used for religious proselytizing. It is an op-
portunity to put work in the hands of local
people who know their communities best.

The White House Office of Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives boasts that hun-
dreds of millions of dollars are flowing to
religiously affiliated organizations that pro-
vide food banks, drug treatment, job train-
ing, homeless shelters, counseling centers,
after-school programs for children and
other services.

But some questions have been raised
about how committed the administration
really is to this. Two former top officials of
the office say the efforts have been far less
than promised.

David Kuo, who resigned as deputy di-
rector of the office in December 2003, says
that the administration reaped great politi-
cal benefits from a “minimal” commitment
to the faith-based agenda and provided no
more than “a whisper of what was prom-
ised” by Bush.

The administration promised to seek
$6.8 billion for the efforts in his first term,
but the programs have received only $500
million, Kuo said in an essay on Belief-
net.org, an independent Web site for dis-
cussion of religious issues.

That’s not entirely Bush’s fault. Con-

gress balked at the president’s proposed
“charitable choice” tax incentive, which
would have provided a tax break for chari-
table contributions made by people who
don’t itemize their federal tax deductions.
That worthy idea might have unleashed bil-
lions of dollars in new donations to worthy
programs. “Republicans were indifferent
to the poor and the Democrats were aller-
gic to faith,” Kuo wrote. He blamed the
White House for failing to bring political
pressure to pass the tax measure. “From
tax cuts to Medicare, the White House gets
what the White House really wants,” he
wrote. “It never really wanted the ‘poor
people stuff.’ ”

Kuo’s criticism echoes comments made
by John J. Dilulio Jr., who resigned in 2001
after only seven months as the first direc-
tor of the office of faith-based initiatives. A
year after his departure, Dilulio charged in
an interview with Esquire that “Mayberry
Machiavellians” in the White House put
politics ahead of the office’s compassionate
conservative mission.

It seems that Bush did back away from
the “charitable choice” effort in 2001
tax-cut legislation and enacted some
scaled-down faith-based initiatives on his
own. Little effort has been made to revive
the tax proposal. Funding for the office of
faith-based initiatives has been flat, Kuo
pointed out, while other domestic priorities
have been given increases.

Responding to Kuo’s comments, a White
House spokesman said that Bush remains
committed to push faith-based initiatives
in the second term.

Presidents have to make choices, and
there’s no doubt that Bush’s efforts to pro-

vide federal support to religious organiza-
tions met considerable resistance in Con-
gress from the get-go. It remains, though,
an intriguing and worthwhile idea. Per-
haps in a second term, the White House
can demonstrate some success in the early,
limited efforts of the office of faith-based
initiatives, to build more support in Con-
gress.

Thousands of local social service pro-
grams are getting a welcome federal boost
that they might otherwise not have re-
ceived.

Community-based programs, armed and
energized by their personal attachment to

their neighborhoods, tend to do a better
and more efficient job than government
does of understanding and meeting the
needs of the people they serve.

The president’s open and honest discus-
sion of faith, and his efforts to support
faith-based organizations, undoubtedly
contributed to a noticeable improvement
in his support from those who attend
church services regularly, including black
and Latino voters. He showed that it’s good
policy and good politics.

Faith-based programs should be given a
chance to show how much good work they
can do. Washington should try to help them
do it, instead of standing in the way.

With longer deployments, military path a harder sell
BY JULES WITCOVER

Tribune Media Services

WASHINGTON

I
n documentary moviemaker Michael
Moore’s controversial “Fahrenheit
9/11” last year, one of the most telling
scenes showed Marine Corps recruit-

ers trying to persuade unemployed young
men in Moore’s hometown of Flint, Mich., to
sign up, with little success.

Just the other night, on the BBC World
nightly television newscast, the scene was re-
peated by National Guard recruiters seeking
to get young African-American men in Ala-
bama to do the same, with similar results.
One of the young men said flat-out that he
wanted no part of an enlistment that might
put him in Iraq to get shot at and maybe
killed.

It’s a common reaction these days, as mili-
tary recruiters are hard-pressed to find
youths willing to sign on the dotted line,
even with the enticement of bonuses that
run as high as $15,000 for new recruits and
$35,000 for re-enlistment of combat veter-
ans of Iraq and Afghanistan.

The Marines have been particularly hard
hit, having failed to miss their monthly re-
cruiting quota for the first time in nearly 10
years.

One reason may be, as reported in The
New York Times, that the Marine Corps,
which constitutes 21 percent of the 150,000
American forces in Iraq, has sustained 31
percent of the U.S. fatalities, as of last Fri-
day standing at 1,480.

The Marines are also suffering a higher
rate of suicides — a 29 percent increase last
year, according to the Marine Corps com-
mandant, Gen. Michael W. Hagee. All of the
31 Marine suicides were committed by en-
listed men, most of then not older than 25,
and another 83 attempted suicide, according
to The Washington Post.

Hagee indicated at a breakfast meeting
with reporters the other day that while most
of the suicides were not by Marines who had
served in Iraq, the related stresses of deploy-
ments resulting from manpower demands of
the war and other U.S. global obligations
had taken their toll.

The Marine recruiting experience is
being duplicated by the Army and National
Guard units in the States, which have also
seen a sharp drop-off in recruitment. The
Army, which last year had more than 5,200
recruiters seeking enlistees, has added 800
more to drum up new soldiers.

Another major factor in the difficulty of
keeping the volunteer Army and particular-
ly the National Guard up to strength has
been the uncertainty of tours of duty, as
shortages of certain skilled soldiers and in-
terests of maintaining unit cohesion have

produced extensions of service and in over-
seas assignments.

The disruptions of family life among Na-
tional Guardsmen who did not anticipate
long overseas separations, let alone facing
combat, have generated much apprehension
and complaining among family members
left behind, as well as from the soldiers them-
selves.

Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, chief of the Na-
tional Guard Bureau, told the House Armed
Services Committee last month that the
Guard was “woefully underequipped before
the war started” and is supplying more than
40 percent of the combat forces in Iraq. Re-
cruitment had fallen to 30 percent of its
goals, requiring a large boost in bonuses.

As a result of the manpower demands of
the Iraq war, the Guard has moved a great
distance from its former role as a home-de-
fense force often called out to deal with do-

mestic disasters from floods to earthquakes
and only occasional tasks of coping with
street unrest and demonstrations.

During the Vietnam War, the Guard had
few enlistment problems, as young Ameri-
cans facing the draft vied for available slots
as a haven against possible service under
fire in Southeast Asia. That clearly is not the
case today, when chances of overseas de-
ployment are high and extensions of tours,
labeled by critics as a “backdoor draft,”
have made recruitment a major Pentagon
headache.

As the American engagement in Iraq ap-
proaches its third year in three weeks, with
no projections from the administration
about when it will end, the U.S. armed forces
are in an uncommon state of disarray.

And those determined military fishers of
men dispatched to the nation’s work-
ing-class neighborhoods are finding it ever
harder to bring in an adequate catch.

Initiative needs more than show of good faith

OPINION
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Be a discreet tipper
MarketWatch

NEW YORK — If you got ex-
ceptional service at your favor-
ite restaurant and left money for
the waiter, that’s a tip. But if you
slip the maitre d’ a $20 bill to get
an excellent table, that kind of
advance tip is called greasing.

Greasing doesn’t have to be as
slimy as the name implies. Used
properly, it can help ensure you
get good service when it counts
— such as making sure that bot-
tle of champagne you bought for
your anniversary is iced and wait-
ing when you arrive at the hotel.

It also indicates to staff that
you’re willing to tip, so they
may go above and beyond the
call of duty to make sure you’re
treated well.

Slime enters into the equation
when the tip turns into a bribe,
such as if you tip a maitre d’
with the intent of getting
bumped ahead of a long line of
hungry restaurant patrons. An

advance tip is equally slimy
when you aren’t discreet.

To discreetly tip:

� Talk to the person in
power. Figure out who has the
clout to assist you.

� Speak privately about what
you need. Exchanging money
openly in front of other patrons
puts the “grease” in greasing,
and may mean the person you
are tipping is less likely to offer
extra services.

� Privacy also comes in
handy if you aren’t skilled in
handing over the money incon-
spicuously.

� Fold the bill. Don’t just
hand the other person a wad of
cash. Fold the bill so that it fits
comfortably in your palm. Be
sure to fold it so that the denomi-
nation is still visible and the
other person can see what tip
you are offering. You might slip
in the bill while shaking hands,
or simply offer it.

� Be sincere. Thank the per-
son for his or her help.

Dear Tom and Ray:
I am an environmentalist who somehow went

and had three kids — one 6-year-old and a pair of
2-year-old twins. My husband wants us to get a van
or — heaven forbid! — a sport utility vehicle, but I
am trying very hard to hold out until a hybrid ver-
sion is available OR the govern-
ment changes its fuel-economy
standards so that these larger
vehicles will have to do signifi-
cantly better than 19 miles per
gallon. Meanwhile, our Volvo station wagon is pret-
ty much bursting at the seams. Can you suggest
ANY environmentally friendly options for my fami-
ly and me? My husband says he will welcome your
opinion! — Kathryn

TOM: That’s a tough one, Kathryn. With three lit-
tle kids, all their stuff and a bursting Volvo, you cer-
tainly qualify for a bigger vehicle.

RAY: Or you have to convince one kid to run away
and join the circus.

TOM: I would definitely not get an SUV, because
it offers no advantages over a minivan (except, per-
haps, styling), and lots of disadvantages. Those dis-
advantages include fuel economy, ease of entry and
exit, ride, handling, safety and the rotten tomatoes
being thrown at you by members of the Sierra Club.

RAY: But even minivans, these days, are getting
larger and more powerful, thanks to the industry’s
(and, to be fair, I suppose, its customers’) obsession
with power over fuel economy. The leading mini-
vans all get in the neighborhood of 18-20 mpg in the
city, and 24-27 mpg on the highway. That’s certainly
better than the big SUVs, but it’s not as good as it
could be, given the technological advances of the
past 20 years.

TOM: And hybrid minivans are certainly coming
at some point. But they’re not here yet.

RAY: So, given that all the major minivans offer
similar gas mileage, we’d steer you toward the ones

that handle best, ride best and have the best reputa-
tion for reliability. Those would be the Honda Odys-
sey and the Toyota Sienna. We’d actually give the
edge to the Honda, since it feels more maneuver-
able to us (even though the two vans are almost the
exact same size).

TOM: And the Honda now
comes with “cylinder deactiva-
tion” technology. With that tech-
nology, the Odyssey uses all six
cylinders when accelerating,

but shuts off three of the cylinders when you’re just
cruising and don’t need so much power.

RAY: That feature boosts the Odyssey’s fuel econ-
omy to 20 mpg city and 28 mpg highway, which puts
it at the high end of the minivan spectrum. That
should be enough to allow you to keep your tree-hug-
ger card for another few years. Good luck, Kathryn.

Dear Tom and Ray:
I read a column in the newspaper the other day

by that notorious cheapskate Andy Rooney. He has
a car that requires gasoline with 91 octane (as do I).
He and I have both found that you cannot always
find 91 octane at the pumps. When that happens, I
use 93 and just pay the piper. But the el-cheapo
Rooney just puts in five gallons of 89 and five gal-
lons of 93 and calls the mixture 91! Can this be? Is
this the way octane works? — Stan

RAY: It sure does work that way.
TOM: In fact, that’s how the pump does it. Most

gas stations have only two underground gasoline
tanks: one for the lowest octane, and one for the high-
est octane. Then the pump blends those two to pro-
duce everything in between.

RAY: And it’s exactly linear, like our pal Andy says
it is. So if you mixed one part 89 and three parts 93,
you’d end up with 92.

Got a question about cars? Write to Click and Clack in care of
this newspaper, or e-mail them by visiting the Car Talk sec-
tion of cars.com on the World Wide Web. Distributed by King
Features Syndicate Inc.

Retirement-protection
fears not limited to U.S.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ......................................... $1.3486
Dollar buys ....................................... €0.7415
British pound ....................................... $1.96
Japanese yen (March 4) ................... 102.00
South Korean won (March 3) ......... 981.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37699
British pound .................................... $1.9128
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2394
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.34
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 5.8000
Euro ....................................... $1.3129/0.7617
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7994
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 184.00
Iceland (Krona) ..................................... 59.45
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3305
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 104.67
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29191
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 5.89
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 54.70
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.58
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6257
South Korea (Won) ......................... 1004.52
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.11
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 38.33
Turkey (New Lira) ............................. 1.2730

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $430.30
Silver ..................................................... $7.21

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.50
Discount rate ......................................... 3.50
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.50
3-month bill ............................................ 2.74
30-year bond .......................................... 4.74
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Environmentalist is given
2 possibilities in minivans

The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON — If you think
our Social Security system is head-
ing for trouble, look abroad.

In much of the world, people are
having fewer children and living
longer. Japan is on a path where its
retirees will equal the number of
workers in 35 years.

In 45 years, there will be 10 retir-
ees for every 7 workers in Italy.
The United States will still have 23
workers for every 10 retirees.

Even in China, where there
seems no end to the number of peo-
ple who want jobs, there will soon
be fewer workers supporting retir-
ees than in America, thanks to its
one-child policy.

All these countries are learning
that leaving it to the young to sup-
port the elderly — a pay-as-you-go
system like Social Security — is
not feasible.

“We’re in much better shape to
confront the aging challenge than
the countries of continental Eu-
rope or Japan,” said Richard Jack-
son, director of the Global Aging
Initiative at the Center for Strate-
gic and International Studies in
Washington. “But good shape is a
relative statement.”

The puzzle each country faces is
how to increase retirement savings
before it’s too late. The alternative
is higher taxes and lower benefits.

In Japan, taxes have gone so
high — and young people have so
little faith in getting anything from
it when they retire — that large
numbers of people are refusing to
pay their retirement taxes.

More than 20 countries have cre-
ated personal retirement accounts
that let people save for their own
retirement, usually while still pay-
ing taxes to support those already
retired.

AP

More than 10,000 students tried to register for 1,580 available
college entrance exam positions last week at China Academy of Art
in Hangzhou. China has many job seekers, but soon it will have fewer
workers supporting retirees than in the United States.Click and Clack

Tom and Ray Magliozzi

YOUR MONEY

WEDNESDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,811.97 -18.03 -.17 +.27 +2.07
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,752.41 -6.89 -.18 -1.20 +29.93

358.20 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 353.45 +.37 +.10 +5.52 +26.81
7,362.83 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,343.14 -7.89 -.11 +1.28 +9.30
1,521.30 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,514.63 -1.15 -.08 +5.60 +20.73
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,067.50 -3.75 -.18 -4.96 +1.68
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,210.08 -.33 -.03 -.15 +5.13

672.48 548.29 S&P MidCap 672.11 -.37 -.06 +1.33 +10.41
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 637.33 -1.20 -.19 -2.19 +7.78

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,928.24 -3.51 -.03 -.36 +6.14

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 70.54 +.74 +7.9
Armor Holdings ... 17 40.93 +.83 -13.0
Boeing 1.00 24 55.30 +.81 +6.8
Computer Sciences ... 15 46.08 -.92 -18.3
Engineered Sup Sys .07 19 55.38 -.38 -6.5
General Dynamics 1.44 17 106.08 +.87 +1.4
General Electric .88 22 35.60 +.38 -2.5
Halliburton .50 ... 43.74 +.89 +11.5
Harris Corp. .48 29 68.86 +.39 +11.4
Allied Signal .83 22 37.77 +.09 +6.7
L-3 Communications .50 21 72.14 -.14 -1.5
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 59.73 +.23 +7.5
NorthrpG s .92 18 53.60 -.16 -1.4
Raytheon .80 41 38.10 -.26 -1.9
Rockwell Intl. .66 24 60.26 -.20 +21.6
Sequa Corp. ... 35 58.20 -.35 -4.8
Texas Instruments .10 25 26.97 -.18 +9.5
Textron Inc. 1.40 31 79.35 +1.02 +7.5
United Technologies 1.76 18 99.53 -.37 -3.7

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 536190 3.16 -.01
Elan 474192 7.92 -.05
QwestCm 429159 3.93 -.12
NortelN lf 334688 2.93 +.03
ExxonMbl 258479 62.68 +.58
Pfizer 231474 26.61 ...
TimeWarn 176744 17.72 +.13
GenElec 176153 35.60 +.38
TexInst 146875 26.97 -.18
SymblT 145872 15.88 -1.84

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 625273 121.17 -.06
SemiHTr 413883 34.30 -.49
iShRs2000 102677 127.02 -.23
DJIA Diam 76341 108.07 -.14
iShJapan 74740 10.84 -.05
Halozyme n 67661 1.92 +.12
SP Engy 61155 43.63 +.63
OilSvHT 52395 96.05 +1.15
SP Fncl 46298 29.87 -.09
CanArgo n 33738 1.94 +.15

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1054154 37.61 -.02
SiriusS 875148 5.92 +.03
Intel 782381 24.52 -.10
Microsoft 671428 25.26 -.02
Cisco 574837 17.74 +.24
TibcoSft 522707 7.04 -1.86
Oracle 492146 13.05 -.10
SunMicro 414447 4.22 +.03
JDS Uniph 394916 1.90 -.04
ApldMatl 334222 17.22 -.45

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 38.00 +.04 -.5
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 54.10 +.03 -3.5
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.90 -.01 -2.0
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.93 ... +.2
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.61 ... +1.1
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.14 -.02 -.4
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 34.17 -.03
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.72 +.03 -.5
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.07 ...
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 36.01 -.12 +1.8
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 30.35 +.04 -.6
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.76 -.01 +1.8
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.93 +.02 +.1
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.58 ... +1.5
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 13.00 ... +1.5
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.90 ... -1.1
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.89 ... +.7
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 45.42 -.20 +2.6
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 18.04 -.06 +1.6
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.67 +.02 -1.4
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.94 ... +.3
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.21 ...
Scudder Funds S: Devel 20.06 +.07 +2.9
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.01 -.05 -1.2
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 37 25
Bahrain 76 58
Beijing 37 20
Beirut 64 54
Bermuda 63 56
Caracas 87 73
Helsinki 20 04
Hong Kong 59 43
Lisbon 53 39

HI LO
Manila 85 72
Mexico City 75 51
Montreal 18 05
Riyadh 84 54
Rio de. Jan 79 74
Seoul  39 22
Sofia  38 31
Sydney 84 67
Tokyo 44 37

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 84 64
Dakar  71 62
Freetown 88 77
Kinshasa 89 74

HI LO
Mogadishu 89 75
Nairobi 85 57
Rabat   58 39
Tripoli 77 44

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 65 50 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 34 25 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 31 17 Snow
Albuquerque 60 36 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 37 25 PCldy
Amarillo 63 36 PCldy
Anchorage 35 25 Cldy
Asheville 52 36 PCldy
Atlanta 59 42 PCldy
Atlantic City 41 28 PCldy
Austin 66 50 Cldy
Baltimore 42 31 PCldy
Baton Rouge 70 48 PCldy
Billings 57 34 PCldy
Birmingham 63 46 PCldy
Bismarck 44 20 PCldy
Boise 56 31 PCldy
Boston 36 22 PCldy
Bridgeport 35 24 PCldy
Brownsville 77 61 PCldy
Buffalo 28 21 PCldy
Burlington,Vt. 26 13 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 20 7 Cldy
Casper 55 29 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 60 40 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 42 35 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 56 40 PCldy
Chattanooga 58 43 PCldy
Cheyenne 53 26 PCldy
Chicago 41 29 PCldy
Cincinnati 45 35 Cldy

Cleveland 35 23 Cldy
Colorado Springs 54 24 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 61 43 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 63 43 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 39 32 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 33 12 PCldy
Corpus Christi 73 59 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 62 47 Cldy
Dayton 39 32 Cldy
Daytona Beach 65 48 PCldy
Denver 56 24 PCldy
Des Moines 53 27 Cldy
Detroit 34 25 Cldy
Duluth 32 19 Cldy
El Paso 70 42 Clr
Elkins 37 27 PCldy
Erie 31 22 Cldy
Eugene 57 39 Cldy
Evansville 56 38 Cldy
Fairbanks 19 -2 PCldy
Fargo 32 14 Cldy
Flagstaff 46 27 PCldy
Flint 32 23 Cldy
Fort Smith 66 44 PCldy
Fort Wayne 37 25 Cldy
Fresno 59 47 Cldy
Goodland 62 28 PCldy
Grand Junction 55 32 PCldy
Grand Rapids 34 25 Cldy
Great Falls 58 29 Clr
Green Bay 32 22 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 52 36 PCldy

Harrisburg 40 24 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 35 18 PCldy
Helena 55 29 Clr
Honolulu 66 81 PCldy
Houston 70 56 PCldy
Huntsville 61 44 PCldy
Indianapolis 45 34 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 64 46 PCldy
Jacksonville 63 41 Clr
Juneau 41 39 Rain
Kansas City 65 34 Clr
Key West 72 63 PCldy
Knoxville 53 43 PCldy
Lake Charles 68 51 PCldy
Lansing 32 23 Cldy
Las Vegas 66 46 PCldy
Lexington 48 39 Cldy
Lincoln 62 29 PCldy
Little Rock 67 46 PCldy
Los Angeles 64 53 Cldy
Louisville 54 41 Cldy
Lubbock 65 40 PCldy
Macon 63 43 Clr
Madison 37 25 Cldy
Medford 58 35 Rain
Memphis 62 46 Cldy
Miami Beach 74 61 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 67 42 PCldy
Milwaukee 36 26 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 37 24 Cldy
Mobile 67 47 PCldy
Montgomery 64 41 PCldy

Nashville 57 44 PCldy
New Orleans 68 52 PCldy
New York City 37 28 PCldy
Newark 39 26 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 47 35 Clr
North Platte 63 24 PCldy
Oklahoma City 66 44 PCldy
Omaha 58 28 PCldy
Orlando 69 51 PCldy
Paducah 58 43 PCldy
Pendleton 60 35 PCldy
Peoria 50 30 Cldy
Philadelphia 41 27 PCldy
Phoenix 74 55 PCldy
Pittsburgh 36 27 PCldy
Pocatello 48 23 PCldy
Portland,Maine 32 13 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 58 42 Cldy
Providence 36 21 PCldy
Pueblo 60 21 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 53 37 PCldy
Rapid City 58 24 PCldy
Reno 46 32 Rain
Richmond 47 34 PCldy
Roanoke 47 35 PCldy
Rochester 31 21 PCldy
Rockford 40 27 PCldy
Sacramento 61 44 Cldy
St Louis 60 37 PCldy
St Thomas 84 75 Rain
Salem,Ore. 57 40 Cldy
Salt Lake City 52 32 PCldy

San Angelo 68 48 Cldy
San Antonio 65 55 Cldy
San Diego 63 53 PCldy
San Francisco 59 48 PCldy
San Jose 61 46 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 85 72 Rain
Santa Fe 55 29 PCldy
St Ste Marie 30 16 PCldy
Savannah 61 41 Clr
Seattle 55 41 Cldy
Shreveport 65 46 PCldy
Sioux City 55 23 PCldy
Sioux Falls 46 21 PCldy
South Bend 36 26 Cldy
Spokane 55 34 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 52 31 Cldy
Springfield,Mo. 64 37 PCldy
Syracuse 30 15 Cldy
Tallahassee 67 39 Clr
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 69 51 PCldy
Toledo 36 26 Cldy
Topeka 67 34 Clr
Tucson 73 46 PCldy
Tulsa 68 43 PCldy
Tupelo 61 46 Cldy
Waco 63 50 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 41 37 PCldy
W.Palm Beach 71 57 PCldy
Wichita 69 36 Clr
Wichita Falls 64 46 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 33 21 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 39 28 PCldy
Yakima 58 32 Cldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIAMOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
33/15

•

•
•
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•

•
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•

•
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•

••

•
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•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
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Moscow
23/04

St. Petersburg
25/09

Kiev
26/17

Bucharest
35/30

Warsaw
33/18

Oslo
32/13

Berlin
30/15

Frankfurt
32/23

Stuttgart
25/16

Prague
28/12

Budapest
34/22

Copenhagen
30/19

Reykjavik
43/36

Dublin
43/33

Ramstein
32/23

Vienna
32/22

Geneva
36/23

Brussels
32/26

Istanbul
45/40

Athens
56/47

Souda Bay
60/47

Sigonella
59/41

Naples
54/40

Rome
52/32

Belgrade
40/33

Sarajevo
32/18

Tirana
53/40

Pristina
30/18

Tuzla
27/20

Aviano
37/23

Pisa
36/25

Paris
34/24

Nice
49/27

Barcelona
51/31

Madrid
41/17

Morón
50/37

Rota
52/40

Lisbon
53/39

Izmir
48/34

London
42/27

Lakenheath
37/32

Stockholm
30/14

Benelux: Cloudy with rain and snow.
Highs in the 30s. Saturday lows in
the mid-20s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with rain and
snowshowers. Highs in the upper 30s
to lower 40s. Saturday lows in the
mid-20s to lower 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy in
the afternoon and cloudy with snow
and fog in the morning. Highs in the
upper 20s to lower 30s. Saturday
lows in the upper teens to lower 20s.

France: Cloudy with snowshowers in
the north and partly cloudy in the
south. Highs in the mid-30s in the
north and upper 40s in the south.
Saturday lows in the 20s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with morning snowshowers. Highs in
the 30s. Saturday lows in the mid-
teens to lower 20s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with morning snowshowers. Highs in
the mid-20s to lower 30s. Saturday
lows in the mid-teens.

Hungary: Cloudy with snowshowers.
Highs in the 30s. Saturday lows in
the 20s.

Northern Italy: Partly to mostly cloudy
with isolated snowshowers. Highs in
the 30s. Saturday lows in the 20s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers and isolated thunder-
storms. Highs in the 50s. Saturday
lows in the lower 30 to lower 40s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with fog, rain and
snow. Highs in the 30s. Saturday
lows in the upper teens to mid-20s.

Norway: Cloudy with snowshowers.
Highs in the 30s. Saturday lows in
the mid-teens to mid-20s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers in the southeast.
Highs in the 50s, lower 40s inland.
Saturday lows in the lower 30s to
lower 40s, upper teens inland.

Turkey: Partly to mostly cloudy. Highs
in the mid-60s in the south, 40s else-
where. Saturday lows in the mid-30s
to mid-40s, upper 20s inland.

European forecast for 04 March 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
SrA Eva Brezeale

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
64/46

Baghdad
71/45

Kuwait City
79/54

Dhahran
78/60

Dubai
76/64

Zahedan
63/44

Karachi
81/64 Bombay

89/73

New Delhi
82/58

Kandahar
61/45

Kabul
48/31

Islamabad
75/50

Mazar-e-Sharif
63/46

Ashgabat
79/41

Tehran
62/41

Hyderabad
97/68

Tel Aviv
65/50

Cairo
70/50

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 0628 0626
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 0703 0701
Sunset (Baghdad) 1802 1803
Sunset (Frankfurt) 1813 1814

Skopje
43/23•

•Stavanger
38/25

Lajes
60/55

New moon
10 Mar 05

First qtr.
17 Mar 05

Full moon
23 Mar 05

Last qtr.
3 Mar 05

L
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AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Patrick Dabrowski, 6, falls out of

his sled while enjoying a snow day

from school in Bristol, Conn.

Bizarre goat trade

PA
MOUNT PLEASANT
— Four men stole,

killed and butchered a goat
so they could trade its meat
for crack cocaine, police
said.

Authorities charged the
four men with theft, re-
ceiving stolen property,
cruelty to animals, and
criminal conspiracy on
Tuesday for the
Dec. 24 incident in
Bullskin Township, about 35 miles
southeast of Pittsburgh.

James Walter Albright, 37,
dragged the 4-year-old pygmy goat
from its pen with a rope and tied
the animal to a shrub, where he
and Charles W. Smith Jr., 20, killed
the animal by beating its head with
a hammer or a steel pipe, police
said.

The men then took the goat to
Smith’s residence, where his fa-
ther, Charles W. Smith, 48, and Gil-
bert Wesley Fisch, 38, skinned the
animal and cut it up, police said.

8 years for fatal crash

HI
HONOLULU — A highway
racer who caused a fatal traf-

fic accident was sentenced in Cir-
cuit Court to eight years in prison.

Nicholas Tudisco, 21, pleaded no
contest in November to manslaugh-
ter for the death of Elizabeth
Kekoa, 58, a teacher at Holy Trini-
ty School.

Tudisco had admitted he was
going more than 100 miles per
hour on the H-1 freeway in August
2001 when his car crashed into
Kekoa’s van.

Kekoa’s husband, Wally, who
was driving the van, and her moth-
er, Rose Davis, were also injured
in the crash. Tudisco was not hurt.

Home had border tunnel

CA
SAN DIEGO — U.S. and
Mexican authorities investi-

gating a cross-border tunnel found
the entrance in a middle-class resi-
dence in Mexicali, Mexico, and be-
lieve the passage ends about 100
yards north in a residential area of
Calexico.

It was the third tunnel discov-
ered in the area in 15 months. Au-
thorities suspect the tunnel was
used to ferry drugs across the bor-
der.

The 3-by-5-foot passage, which
started in a back bedroom of the
Mexicali home, is equipped with
ventilation and lighting systems,
and lined with wood beams for sup-
port. Outside the entrance, a
closed-circuit camera system pro-
vided security, Mexican authori-
ties said.

The residence was found aban-
doned, and no arrests have been
made.

Limits on beach surreys

VA
VIRGINIA BEACH — The
city is considering limits on

the gawky, pedel-powered surreys
that tourists ply along the resort’s
beach front.

The four-wheel tourist-mobiles
have grown from 10 in 1998 to
more than 170 today. There are
about 28 rental establishments in
the resort. City officials want to
limit the number of surreys to five
per operator, for a total of 140, and
charge a $100 annual fee for each
surrey.

For police, it’s a matter of public
safety.

Loaded with four to six adults,
surreys can easily top 1,000
pounds. “They can get a lot of mo-

mentum,” said police Capt. Dennis
Free, who was smacked by a sur-
rey on his rounds last summer.

“We’re seeing enough minor inci-
dents that we want to get some in-
tervention before something major
happens.”

Toddler missing in river

TX
EAGLE PASS — Authori-
ties on both sides of the bor-

der were trying to find a
20-month-old boy who fell into the
Rio Grande while being carried
across the river from Mexico.

The toddler and his mother were
part of a group of six undocument-
ed immigrants crossing the river
near Eagle Pass. Border Patrol
agents heard the woman’s cries.

“Her 1½-year-old boy had
slipped into the current as they
crossed. Someone was carrying
him, and the current was too
much. He lost his grip on the
child,” said Dennis Smith, a Bor-
der Patrol spokesman.

U.S. agents have been searching
by ground and air, along with Mexi-
can emergency crews.

Pharmicist’s refusal

WI
MADISON — A Roman
Catholic pharmacist who

blocked a woman’s attempt to fill a
prescription for birth control pills
should be reprimanded and re-
quired to attend ethics classes, a
judge ruled.

Administrative Law Judge Col-
leen Baird recommended the pun-
ishment for Neil Noesen of St.
Paul, Minn., who said it would be a
sin under his religion to provide a
contraceptive.

He refused in July 2002 to fill

the woman’s prescrip-
tion himself or trans-
fer it to another phar-

macy.
Noesen’s attorney,

Krystal Williams-Oby,
said Wisconsin law does
not address the issue, nor
do state rules established

by the Pharmacy Examin-
ing Board.
Baird noted that state rules

prohibit pharmacists from en-
gaging in practices that could
be a “danger to the health, wel-

fare or safety of a patient or pub-
lic.” Baird found Noesen put the
woman at risk of an unwanted
pregnancy through his actions.

The judge’s recommendation
goes to the pharmacy board.

Settlement in mice suit

MD
BALTIMORE — An Indi-
ana company has agreed

to pay $7.2 million to settle allega-
tions it supplied researchers on
aging with genetically modified
mice that did not have the traits
promised.

Federal prosecutors said Tues-
day that Harlan, Sprague, Dawley
Inc. of Indianapolis supplied the
mice under contract to the Nation-
al Institute of Aging, based in Be-
thesda, Md.

The exact nature of the research
and the specific traits that the labo-
ratory mice were supposed to have
were not disclosed.

Sign-wearing sentence

FL
ORLANDO — If drivers
can’t read Erik Rivera’s

sign, they might be going too fast.
Rivera used to speed and street

race on late nights through south
Orange County. Now he goes at a
slower pace, wearing a sign:
“Don’t Street Race. I Lost my Driv-
ers License for 3 Years.”

Orange Circuit Judge John H.
Adams Sr. ordered 24-year-old Riv-
era, of Kissimmee, to wear the
sandwich-board sign as a deter-
rent to other racers.

Rivera was arrested in June and
convicted in November of fleeing
and eluding deputies and resisting
law enforcement without violence.

Rivera will wear the
2-foot-by-3-foot sign for 50 consec-
utive Sundays from 1 a.m. to 2
a.m., when other young people are
out racing. He must also pay for
the sign and attend a special driv-
ing school.

Escapee faces charges

ME
LEWISTON — A
17-year-old escapee from

the Long Creek Youth Develop-
ment Center faces a charge of at-
tempted murder in the weekend
shooting of a Lewiston man
through the window of his
first-floor apartment, police said.

The shooting victim, Tyler
Morin, 19, was listed in stable con-
dition at Central Maine Medical
Center, where he was being treat-
ed for gunshot wounds to the chest
and shoulder.

Twenty minutes after Morin di-
aled 911 early Sunday to report the
shooting, a Sagadahoc County sher-
iff’s deputy spotted the suspect in a
vehicle in Topsham and pulled it
over. The youth fled into a wooded
area, said Lewiston Police Sgt.
Michael McGonagle.

McGonagle said the boy was
eventually returned to the South
Portland youth center, from which
he had escaped Oct. 30. In addition
to attempted murder, he faces
charges of burglary of a motor ve-
hicle, eluding police and escape.

Bubba, left, a 23-pound lobster pulled

from the waters off Nantucket, Mass.,

is shown next to an average lobster (1.5 pounds) at Wholey’s Fish Market

in Pittsburgh. The big crustacean, probably 30 to 50 years old, was to

get a landlocked home, but he died in Pittsburgh Zoo’s quarantine area.

The cause of death was probably stress from the move, officials said.

A fire in Billings, Mont., is seen from

three miles away. An assisted-living facili-

ty under construction was destroyed by the fire. Two townhouses were

severely damaged. Fire Marshal Frank Odermann said it will be quite a

while before they can determine what caused the blaze.

Ben Gregory, 12, hops

through some tricks on a

pogo stick to impress his friends after school in Granite City, Ill.

Heels over head

Burning brightly

Wicked big lobster

Leapin’ lizards! He’s good!
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A dog named Tyson of

Brookline, Mass., looks

pretty sulky about wearing a raincoat while walking with his owner, Fatima

Fatal, in Brookline, Mass.

No pay, no homework

CA
BERKELEY — Students in
the Berkeley school district

aren’t getting written homework
assignments because teachers are
refusing to grade work on their
own time after two years without a
pay raise.

“Teachers do a lot with a little.
All of a sudden, a lot of things that
they do are just gone. It’s demoral-
izing,” said Rachel Baker, who has
a son in kindergarten.

The action was organized by the
Berkeley Federation of Teachers,
which wants a cost-of-living in-
crease next year.

District Superintendent Michele
Lawrence expressed sympathy for
the teachers but said there isn’t
money for raises. She blamed Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger not pro-
viding as much money to educa-
tion as promised.

Chicken fights busted up

GA
CLARKESVILLE — Au-
thorities arrested 33 people

after busting a chicken fight.
The Habersham County sheriff’s

office received an anonymous tip
about the fight, and as officers ar-
rived about 100 people fled the
venue, described by Sheriff DeRay
Fincher as a “a full-fledged opera-
tion,” where bleachers were set up
and organizers were charging ad-
mission.

The Department of Agriculture
and the Department of Natural Re-
sources took custody of the chick-
ens after no one stepped forward
to claim the live animals, which
had to be separated to prevent
them from fighting.

Hypnotist accused

CT
MILFORD — A British hyp-
notist charged with having

sex with patients under his spell
and secretly videotaping the en-
counters was sentenced Monday to
90 days in prison and faces possi-
ble deportation to England.

Michael Johnstone, 64, had
pleaded no contest to reckless en-
dangerment and breach of peace.
As part of a plea deal, he received
three years in prison with all but
90 days suspended. He will not
have to register as a sex offender
or attend sex therapy.

Authorities said Johnstone con-
fessed to having sex and videotap-
ing the trysts with a half-dozen pa-
tients who came to him for anxiety
treatment. The incidents allegedly
occurred between 2000 and 2003.

Prosecutors said immigration of-
ficials are investigating and may
detain Johnstone after his sen-
tence.

Beating by cops alleged

WI
MILWAUKEE — Three po-
lice officers were charged

in the beating of a man outside a
house party in what witnesses
have called a racially motivated at-
tack.

Witnesses said about 10 people
surrounded Frank Jude Jr., beat
him and kicked him in the head
while holding his arms behind his
back when he was face down in the
street.

According to claims filed against
the city by Jude and others, the
white officers — Jon Bartlett,
Daniel L. Masarik and Andrew R.
Spengler — used racial slurs as
they attacked Jude, who is black.

The three officers, who all re-
main suspended with pay, were re-

leased after posting $5,000 bail
each.

Search for arsonist

DC
WASHINGTON — Investi-
gators on Tuesday upped

the ante in their search for a serial
arsonist.

They nearly tripled the reward
— from $35,000 to $100,000 — for
information leading to an arrest
and conviction of the person be-
hind more than 40 fires.

The arsons began March 8, 2003,
in the District of Columbia.

Since then, there have also been
cases in Prince George’s and Mont-
gomery counties in Maryland, and
Fairfax County and the city of Alex-
andria in Virginia. The most re-
cent was Dec. 10 in Northeast
Washington.

Forty-five fires and one attempt-
ed arson are linked to the suspect.
A Northeast Washington fire on
June 5, 2003 — one of two that day
— killed an elderly woman.

Taser sparks criticism

CO
AURORA — Police found
themselves in the

crosshairs of public criticism after
officers used a Taser stun gun to
subdue a man accused of pilfering
from a salad bar at a Chuck E.
Cheese’s pizzeria packed with fam-
ilies and young children.

“They beat this man in front of
all these kids, then Tased him in
my sister’s lap,” said witness Feli-
cia Mayo, who was at the establish-
ment with her 7-year-old son.
“They had no regard for the effect
this would have on the kids. This is
Chuck E. Cheese, you know.”

Police responded to Chuck E.
Cheese’s after a manager com-
plained that a patron had refused
to show proof that he had paid for
food.

Church, school vandalism

CA
DAVIS — Swastikas, racist
graffiti and satanic messag-

es were spray-painted on two
schools and a church, stunning
members of this liberal college
town and sparking a multiagency
hate-crimes investigation.

“I’m just so sickened by what’s
happened,” said Mayor Ruth
Asmundson.

The vandalism occurred less
than two years after the city and its
school district held a series of emo-
tional public meetings concerning
hate crimes committed by a few of
the city’s youths. At the meetings,
dozens of students and local resi-
dents described acts of bigotry and
racism in the community that they
believed were being ignored by
local officials.

Dolphin release

FL
PORT ST. LUCIE — Bash-
ful, Sleepy and Sneezy —

three of the 37 rough-toothed dol-
phins that beached themselves on
the Florida coast in August — are
heading home.

Officials with Mote Marine Labo-
ratory, where the three dolphins
survived hurricanes and the
deaths of four pod mates, plan to re-
lease the deep-sea animals in the
Atlantic Ocean.

The release is the culmination of
efforts by scores of veterinarians
and volunteers who fought to keep
the stranded dolphins alive after
they were found in the surf just
south of the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant.

Stories and photos from wire services

Wyoming Game and Fish Department herpetological coordinator Bill

Turner takes photos and measurements of a giant tortoise east of

Cheyenne, Wyo. The reptile, an unlikely visitor to Wyoming, was found near a road by Terri Smith, who was

walking her dog. Smith’s husband, Ken Smith, brought the tortoise back to their home until Game and Fish

could examine it. They told the Smiths it probably was a desert tortoise, native to the Southwest.

Kersh Peterson, a sophomore at

Clemson University, takes a break

from studies to help his friend,

Daniel Craft, launch his stunt kite on

Kite Hill in Clemson, S.C.

An American robin feeds on berries in a tree near Ann Arbor, Mich.,

on a snowy day. Traditionally, robins are the harbingers of spring,

but Wednesday’s forecast calls for scattered snow showers.

Sending it soaring

Giant tortoise rescued

Dressed for the weather

Think he’s confused?
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AFRTS Television Schedule
Updated sports listings are available on the first Scoreboard page in the sports section or AFN's Web site at http://myafn.dodmedia.osd.mil/

(AFN-FAMILY) (AFN-MOVIE) (AFN-EUROPE) (AFN-KOREA) (AFN-NEWS) (AFN-SPORTS) (SPECTRUM) (AFN-PACIFIC)

9:00
9:30
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10:30
11:00
11:30
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12:30
13:00
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14:30
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15:30
16:00
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17:30
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19:00
19:30
20:00
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:00
22:30
23:00
23:30

00:00
00:30
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1:30
2:00
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3:00
3:30
4:00
4:30
5:00
5:30
6:00
6:30
7:00
7:30
8:00
8:30
9:00
9:30
10:00
10:30
11:00
11:30
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:00
14:30
15:00
15:30
16:00
16:30
17:00
17:30
18:00
18:30
19:00
19:30
20:00
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:00
22:30
23:00
23:30

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2005

Stanley “Ant Picnic”

Sagwa-Siamese Cat
Arthur “Hide and Snake.” (EI)

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat
Stanley
Dora the Explorer
The Wiggles
Bob the Builder
Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Mechanics!”

Barney & Friends (EI)

Funniest Home Videos
Growing Pains Mike is jailed.

Pokémon “Pikachu Re-Volts”

Yu-Gi-Oh! (Part 4 of 4)

Doug “Doug Plays Cupid”

The Wild Thornberrys
The Fairly OddParents
Rugrats
All Grown Up
Dave the Barbarian
Danny Phantom
Drake & Josh
That’s So Raven
Phil of the Future “Tanner”

Switched! “Missy and Ryan”

Radio Free Roscoe
The Cosby Show
Home Improvement

Movie “The Ballad of Lucy
Whipple” (2001, Drama) Glenn
Close, Jena Malone.

(:45) Movie (((* “Little
Women” (1994, Drama)
Winona Ryder, Gabriel Byrne.
Four New England sisters em-
brace life during the Civil War.

Movie ((( “Lucas” (1986,
Drama) Corey Haim, Kerri
Green. A boy with an advanced
IQ struggles with puppy love.

(2:52) Movie ((( “Die Hard
With a Vengeance” (1995,
Drama) Bruce Willis, Jeremy
Irons, Samuel L. Jackson.

John Travolta Revealed Actor
John Travolta.

Hollywood Backstories
Entertainment Tonight
Movie ((( “The Patriot”
(2000, Drama) Mel Gibson,
Heath Ledger, Joely Richard-
son. A Colonial farmer leads a
guerrilla band against the Brits.

(:23) Movie ((( “Antz”
(1998, Adventure) Voices of
Woody Allen, Sharon Stone.

Movie ((( “Star Trek III:
The Search for Spock” (1984)

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey
(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital
Headline News
Judge Judy
Today “The Apprentice”; pop-
corn.

Teacher’s Pet “Dog Fight”

What’s New Scooby-Doo?
Ozzy & Drix Hector has lice.

Codename: Kids Next Door
Jeopardy!
Headline News
ESPNews
AFN Evening News
The O.C. “The SnO.C.”

Survivor: Palau

The Apprentice

Headline News
The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show-Letterman

Jeopardy!
Headline News
ESPNews
Advisory Block
The O.C. “The SnO.C.”

Survivor: Palau

The Apprentice

Pacific Report
The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood
Headline News
Entertainment Studios.com
Good Morning America

Oobi
LazyTown Sports Day race.

Nightline
Headline News
Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

Primetime Thursday

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

American Morning

CNN Live Today

FOX News

Primetime Thursday

FOX News

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto
Lester Holt Live

College Basketball Slam Dunk
and 3-Point Contest. From St.
Louis.

College Basketball Big Ten --
Teams TBA. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College Basketball Big Ten --
Teams TBA. (Taped)

Around the Horn
Pardon the Interruption
SportsCenter

College Basketball Miami at
Duke. (Taped)

To Be Announced

PGA Golf Ford Championship
at Doral -- Second Round.
From Doral Golf Resort and
Spa in Miami. (Same-day Tape)

30-Minute Meals
Easy Entertaining-Chiarello
Decorating Cents
The Look for Less
E! News Live
The King of Queens
That ’70s Show
Girlfriends “Can’t Stan Ya!”

Charmed “Exit Strategy”

Strong Medicine “Complica-
tions”

Any Day Now “The Toolshed
Behind the Church”

Third Watch “Exposing Faith”

Law & Order “Ego”

The Simpsons
Everybody Loves Raymond
JAG “Shifting Sands”

Boston Public “Chapter Forty-
Eight”

Stephen King’s Kingdom
Hospital “Death’s Kingdom”

Friends
Seinfeld “The Maestro”

Daily Show-Jon Stewart
Blind Date

Jeopardy!
Headline News
ESPNews
Pacific Report
The O.C. “The SnO.C.”

Survivor: Palau

The Apprentice

Pacific Report
The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

The Late Late Show With
Craig Ferguson

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Access Hollywood
Headline News
Entertainment Studios.com
Good Morning America

Oobi
LazyTown Sports Day race.

SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2005

Doug (EI)

Rocket Power
The Fairly OddParents
Rugrats
All Grown Up
Dave the Barbarian
Danny Phantom
Drake & Josh
That’s So Raven
Phil of the Future “Tanner”

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues (EI)

Planet’s Funniest Animals
Amazing Animal Videos
Lilo & Stitch “Dupe”

Teamo Supremo (EI)

Static Shock “Flashback”

Winx Club (EI)

Teen Titans “Final Exam”

Power Rangers DinoThunder
Dragonball GT
Justice League
Teen Kids News (EI)

Cyberchase How to measure.

Trading Space: Boy-Girl
Strange Days-Blake Holsey
Planet’s Funniest Animals
Wild America
Discovery Kids Ultimate
Guide to the Awesome

Hercules: The Legendary
Journeys “Once a Hero”

Doug “I, Rubbersuit” (EI)

The Wild Thornberrys
The Fairly OddParents
Rugrats
Movie (( “Life-Size” (2000,
Fantasy) Tyra Banks, Lindsay
Lohan, Jere Burns.

Movie (( “Cats & Dogs”
(2001, Comedy) Jeff Goldblum,
Elizabeth Perkins.

American Idol

American Idol

(11:00) Movie “Star Trek III:
The Search for Spock” (1984)

Movie ((( “The Dogs of
War” (1980, Adventure)
Christopher Walken, Tom
Berenger, Colin Blakely.

Movie ((( “The Patriot”
(2000, Drama) Mel Gibson,
Heath Ledger, Joely Richard-
son. A Colonial farmer leads a
guerrilla band against the Brits.

(:23) Movie ((( “Antz”
(1998, Adventure) Voices of
Woody Allen, Sharon Stone.

Movie (((* “Back to the
Future” (1985) Michael J. Fox.
A boy travels through time to
his parents’ teenage years.

(:10) Movie ((* “St. Elmo’s
Fire” (1985) Rob Lowe. New
college graduates try to find
their niche in the world.

Movie ((( “Hot Shots! Part
Deux” (1993, Comedy) Charlie
Sheen, Lloyd Bridges.

(:40) Movie ((( “Harry Pot-
ter and the Sorcerer’s Stone”
(2001, Fantasy) Daniel Rad-
cliffe, Rupert Grint, Emma Wat-
son. J.K. Rowling’s student wiz-
ard has his first adventure.

(:20) Movie (* “The Subur-
bans” (1999, Comedy) Craig
Bierko, Amy Brenneman.

Movie ((( “Gattaca” (1997)
Ethan Hawke, Uma Thurman.
An outsider poses as a geneti-
cally superior citizen.

Movie (( “Reindeer Games”
(2000) Ben Affleck, Gary Sinise.
An ex-con is roped into a Christ-
mas Eve casino heist.

(8:59) Movie ((( “Meet the
Parents” (2000, Comedy)
Robert De Niro, Ben Stiller, Teri
Polo.

Movie (( “North Shore”
(1987) Matt Adler, Nia Peeples.

Late Show-Letterman
Access Hollywood
NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

ESPNews
Sports
ESPNews
ABC World News Tonight
ESPNews
CBS Evening News
NBC Nightly News
Oobi
LazyTown Sports Day race.

All Grown Up
Dave the Barbarian
Danny Phantom
Drake & Josh
That’s So Raven
Switched! “Missy and Ryan”

Focus on the Force
American Adventurer
Access Hollywood

WWE Raw

According to Jim
Half & Half
Wife Swap “Paiss/Davis (Hus-
band Swap)”

Law & Order “The Brother-
hood”

Headline News
Navy/Marine Corps News
Sports

SportsCenter

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Live)

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Live)

All Grown Up
Powerpuff Girls!
Danny Phantom
Drake & Josh
The Mummy “The Puzzle”

Degrassi: Next
Boxing Friday Night Fights --
Rocky Juarez vs. Juan Carlos
Ramirez. (Live)

SportsCenter

WWE Raw

Headline News
Navy/Marine Corps News
Radio Free Roscoe
American Adventurer
Access Hollywood

Headline News
ESPNews
George Lopez
Half & Half
Meet My Folks Suitors are giv-
en a special class assignment.

Law & Order “The Brother-
hood”

Headline News
Saturday Night Live

Kickin’ It Latest in music and
trends.

The Entertainers

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Live)

ESPNews
ESPNews
Headline News
Hour of Power
Celebration of Victory
Coral Ridge Hour
Word in the World
Cafe Video Christian music.

Headline News
NBC Nightly News
ABC World News Tonight
CBS Evening News
The NewsHour With Jim
Lehrer

Hannity & Colmes

Headline News
Nightly Business Report
Lou Dobbs Tonight

Larry King Live

NewsNight With Aaron Brown

BET Nightly News
Tavis Smiley
Nightline
Headline News
Hardball With Chris Matthews

The O’Reilly Factor

Dateline NBC

CNN Saturday Morning

Economy Watch

CNN Saturday Morning
Open House
Bulls and Bears
Cavuto on Business
Forbes
Cashin’ In
CNN Live Saturday

Weekend Live With Tony
Snow

Wall Street Journal
Headline News
Next at CNN

FOX News

FOX News

SportsCenter

NBA Shootaround
NBA Basketball Sacramento
Kings at Miami Heat. From the
AmericanAirlines Arena in Mia-
mi. (Live)

NBA Basketball Dallas Maver-
icks at Los Angeles Lakers.
From Staples Center in Los An-
geles. (Live)

SportsCenter

NASCAR Nation

Tennis Davis Cup First Round -
- Croatia vs. United States.
From Carson, Calif. (Taped)

SportsCenter

MLB Preseason Baseball Los
Angeles Dodgers at Atlanta
Braves. From Disney’s Wide
World of Sports Complex in
Kissimmee, Fla. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College GameDay

College Basketball Louisville
at DePaul. (Live)

College Basketball George
Washington at Rhode Island.
(Live)

College Basketball Cincinnati
at Memphis. (Live)

Late Night With Conan
O’Brien

JAG “Shifting Sands”

Boston Public “Chapter Forty-
Eight”

Stephen King’s Kingdom
Hospital “Death’s Kingdom”

Friends
Seinfeld “The Maestro”

Breathingspace Yoga
Caribbean Workout
Body Shaping
Every Woman
Beautiful Homes-Estates
Curb Appeal
Landscapers’ Challenge
Weekend Warriors
Clean House

BBQ With Bobby Flay
$40-a-Day
Jackie Collins Presents

101 Most Unforgettable SNL
Moments

To Be Announced

Antiques Roadshow “Miami”
(Part 2 of 3)

Star Trek: Voyager “Persis-
tence of Vision”

Ripley’s Believe It or Not

Fear Factor

What Not to Wear “Marie”

The Bachelorette

Tru Calling Tru enters a beauty
pageant.

Strong Medicine “Heartbeats
& Deadbeats”

Friends
Seinfeld “The Hot Tub”

The Real World
Punk’d

All Grown Up
Dave the Barbarian
Danny Phantom
Drake & Josh
That’s So Raven
Switched! “Missy and Ryan”

Boxing Friday Night Fights --
Rocky Juarez vs. Juan Carlos
Ramirez. (Live)

SportsCenter

WWE Raw

Headline News
Navy/Marine Corps News
Radio Free Roscoe
American Adventurer
Access Hollywood

Headline News
ESPNews
According to Jim
Half & Half
Wife Swap “Paiss/Davis (Hus-
band Swap)”

Law & Order “The Brother-
hood”

Headline News
Saturday Night Live

Kickin’ It Latest in music and
trends.

The Entertainers

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Live)

ESPNews
ESPNews
Headline News
Hour of Power
Celebration of Victory
Coral Ridge Hour
Word in the World
Cafe Video Christian music.
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BY DAN DELUCA

Knight Ridder Newspapers

PHILADELPHIA

M
irah Yom Tov Zeit-
lyn is picking at her
granola, talking
about what it was

like when she started writing
songs, and what it’s like now.

“You know how little kids,
when you watch them, they pick
their noses and do amazing
drawings and take off their
clothes and pee in their pants
and nothing is really that big of a
deal?”

Kids are “like amazing com-
plete beings within themselves.
But at some point you start to go:
‘Oh, you’re watching me! Maybe
I should stand like this? Or
maybe I should do this?’ You
start to think about it. And it’s
awful.”

The indie singer-songwriter,
who performs as Mirah (pro-
nounced MEER-ah), grew up
here. On a recent Saturday, back
home from Portland, Ore., where
she lives, Mirah sat for an inter-
view along with her sister, Emily.

Mirah, 30, began writing
songs when she was studying at
liberal-arts haven Evergreen
State College in Olympia, Wash.,
the town that’s home to influen-
tial label K Records, which has
put out albums by Sleater-Kin-
ney, Beck, and Beat Happening.

Her first album, the low-fi
“You Think It’s Like This, But
Really It’s Like This,” came out
on K in 2000, and it was followed
by the stunning “Advisory Com-
mittee” in 2001, “Songs From
the Black Mountain Music
Project” (a collaboration with
Ginger Brooks Takahashi), and
last year’s quietly stirring
“C’mon Miracle.”

In 2004, she also released “To
All We Stretch the Open Arm,” a
subtle antiwar record, recorded
with Portland’s Black Cat Or-
chestra, that mixed originals

and Argentinian folk songs with
covers of Bob Dylan, Leonard
Cohen and Kurt Weill.

She commands a cult audi-
ence in this country and abroad.
Her songs set her apart from the
guitar-strumming pack with tell-
ing details in the music and lyr-
ics that can bring the listener up
short, such as on the sexually
frank “Murphy Bed” on “You
Think,” or the near-orchestral
epic “Cold, Cold Water,” which
opened “Advisory Committee”
with a flourish.

She sings in a girlish voice
that seems utterly guileless, but
she says maintaining that child-
like quality, and not letting cre-
ativity be undermined by
self-consciousness, is not as
easy as it may sound.

“I think I actually got into
making music because it was
immediately gratifying,” she
says. “When I first started writ-
ing songs, I couldn’t even
play the guitar. I could
play, like, one string.
I wasn’t very con-
scious of what I
was doing or
what was
happen-

ing. I was just making music ... .
“But the skills you need to

write songs and play music don’t
have anything to do with having
a music-theory background or
having played since you were a
kid. It’s just not important. You
can just start doing it.”

The Zeitlyns grew up in an en-
vironment conducive to creativi-

ty.
Their mother, Elizabeth, is a

painter, and father Jay, “has re-
ally eclectic musi-
cal taste,” says
Emily, 32.
“World music
and klezmer and
gospel, and all
kinds of stuff. He
gave me this
Nina Simone
record when I
was 17, which
changed my
life.”

For a time,
the family lived in a commune
in West Virginia, and the alter-
native lifestyle rubbed off on
the children: Mirah, whose
middle name means good
day or holiday in Hebrew,
went on a peace march in Rus-

sia when she was 12, and spent
her junior year at Evergreen

building houses in Nor-
way and learning to

speak Norwe-
gian. Every

winter, she
works

for

two months at her brother Dy-
lan’s farm, north of Scranton,
Pa., harvesting maple syrup.

Phil Elvrum, of
the band the Mi-
crophones, pro-
duces Mirah’s al-
bums, in which
spacious arrange-
ments are fla-
vored with
out-of-the-ordi-
nary instrumen-
tal touches, from
ukuleles to pump
organs to tape
loops.

He’s enamored of her “power-
fully beautiful voice” but says
she’s also “very good at letting
me into her songs. ... She’s gener-
ous with her personal ‘work,’ but
also sturdy enough to have it still
be unquestionably hers when
it’s done.”

Mirah says she has never had
an overarching plan for her ca-
reer, which as she gets older
“has me a little concerned. But
one of the reasons that I don’t
have a plan [now] is that I didn’t
[originally], and things are fine.
But at the same time, I think
maybe things would be better if
I did have a plan.”

Mirah, who manages herself,
also worries about the distrac-
tions of the music business get-
ting in the way of her creativity.
To that end, she puts herself in
situations that force her to
stretch herself creatively.

In 2003, she traveled to Bue-
nos Aires, where she recorded
two songs with Kasson that
wound up on “C’mon Miracle,”
and later this year she plans to re-
treat to a Puget Sound island
with Elvrum to write and record.

“The business aspect is very
distracting; the state of mind I
have to be in is counterproduc-
tive to being a creative artist,”
Mirah says. “It makes me have
to think about myself. And I
want to be able to do things.”

Designer gives birth

Designer Stella McCartney and her hus-
band have named their infant son.

Miller Alasdhair
James Willis was
born Friday in Lon-
don, weighing 7
pounds, 7 ounces, to
McCartney, the daugh-
ter of Paul McCart-
ney, and her husband,
Alasdhair Willis, Peo-
ple magazine said
Tuesday.

Willis, a former
magazine publisher,
and McCartney, 33,

were married in August 2003. It is the cou-
ple’s first child.

Stamos marriage is over

The marriage between Rebecca Romijn
and John Stamos is officially over.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Har-
vey A. Silberman signed off on the family
law judgment Thursday, nearly a year
after the couple announced they were sepa-

rating after five years of marriage.
The marriage was officially terminated

as of Tuesday, according to the document.
The couple have no children.

Romijn, 32, is filming “Man About
Town” with Ben Affleck. Her screen cred-
its include “Rollerball” and “Femme Fa-
tale.” Stamos, 41, starred on television’s
“Full House” from 1987 to 1995. He has a
new ABC comedy, “Jake in Progress.”

Berry stalker faces court

A judge in Santa Monica, Calif., issued a
three-year restraining order against a man
who allegedly sent threatening letters to
Halle Berry’s home.

Superior Court Judge Linda K. Lefkow-
itz ruled that Robert Sawyer of San Pablo,
about 15 miles northeast of San Francisco,
was to stay 100 yards away from Berry and
to keep the same distance from her home,
work and vehicle.

The order, which expires in 2008, also
prohibits him from contacting the actress
by phone, mail or e-mail.

Berry wasn’t in court Monday when the
judge made her decision.

Court records filed on Berry’s behalf ear-

lier this month claim Sawyer’s letters talk
about “delusions he has about a purported
romantic relationship [with the actress].”

Sawyer was contacted by Berry’s person-
al security in November advising him not
to reach the actress anymore. But Sawyer
sent more letters to Berry, including one
that said he would visit her on Valentine’s
Day “to fulfill his delusions of a romantic
relationship.”

Chaka Khan’s son charged

The son of R&B singer Chaka Khan sur-
rendered to police after he learned that
prosecutors had charged him with murder
in the shooting death of a 17-year-old boy,
police said.

Damien Patrick Holland, 25, surren-
dered Monday with his lawyers at his side,
according to a printed LAPD statement.
He is being held on $2 million bail.

Prosecutors allege that Holland shot
Christopher Baily of Los Angeles at a Sep-
tember 2004 party as the two struggled for
a gun during a fight.

Khan, 51, is known for hits such as “Tell
Me Something Good” and “I Feel for You.”

More money from ‘Rings’

Peter Jackson’s production company
sued New Line Cinema on claims it has
been shortchanged on profits from the first
film in the “Lord of
the Rings” trilogy.

Wingnut Films alleg-
es in a federal lawsuit
filed Monday in Los
Angeles that New Line
and subsidiary Katja
Motion Pictures failed
to properly calculate
revenue, including rev-
enue from DVD sales,
from 2001’s “The Lord
of the Rings: The Fel-
lowship of the Ring.”

The lawsuit doesn’t
specific an amount sought in damages but
claims the movie grossed more than $314
million in box office receipts in the United
States and more than $556 million over-
seas, plus revenue from video and mer-
chandise sales.

A phone call to a New Line spokesman,
wasn’t immediately returned late Monday.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Singer-songwriter won’t let business interfere with creativity

KRT

Mirah’s instant gratification

Jackson

McCartney

FACES

When I first

started writing

songs, I couldn’t

even play

the guitar.

Mirah

Singer-songwriter
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The moon enters Capricorn,
stimulating an afternoon business
rush. Many work late and take work
home to do over the week-
end. During the night, Mer-
cury enters Aries, giving a
fresh start to intellectual
pursuits, especially having
to do with communication.
Consider taking up a new
hobby that helps you ex-
press yourself.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 4). In this empow-
ering year, you take control
of your personal life and so
feel better about your role in
the outside world. Your
health and work situation get a
boost this month. April brings a cash
infusion. Tackle your environment in
the summer — improvement
projects change your life. New
romance is especially exciting with a
Libra or Capricorn.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You press the “reset” button on your
life. Review your past lists, diaries
and goals to see if they still apply.
Wealth key: You have access to
economic and market data — utilize
it more often.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Accept that you can’t know every-
thing, and even an impressive
amount of experience can’t insulate
you from feeling shaky in an unfamil-
iar territory. You’re disarming when
you make a silly mistake. Use it to
your advantage.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You are exciting, unpredictable and
eccentric. Treat relationships like
gold. The temptation is to play
games — because you see how
gullible others are when it comes to
you — but be merciful with a tender
heart.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Look beyond the immediate. Greater
things await you if you keep your
eye on the goal. Someone who has
you on a pedestal may finally get a
dose of reality — ultimately better for
you both.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The
little things are a thrill, like a special
phone call, a chance to win a con-

test or a compliment heard through
the grapevine. Get together with
family, and there will be hours of
sitting around the table and sharing
stories.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You hate being forced to choose,

but you must make a
decision to be fair to all.
It’s easy for you to see
clearly what others miss.
If you’ve gone back on a
promise, there’s a chance
to make amends tonight.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Let your-
self be inspired by some-
one — a Leo is a good
candidate! A creative
project taps your lit-
tle-used talents. Applause

from a crowd makes a difference in
your confidence, so get in front of
the audience if you can.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Channel nervous energy into work.
New romance gets a test; if you
have anything in common, you’ll still
be talking tomorrow. It’s in your best
interest to make a big deal over a
loved one’s accomplishments to-
night.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). In general, keeping everyone
informed is your success key. A
loved one doesn’t really have your
taste but can be (gently!) educated.
A friend’s ex should be out of
bounds to you. Forget it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Concentration is sharp early in
the day, so do reading or study then.
You’re the center of the social swirl
later — it seems you’re the one
everyone wants to know. If you are
hosting, there will be a guest you
didn’t expect.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Come down to earth; pay attention
to details, especially legalities. Look
at how much your plans are really
going to cost — slightly more than
you thought. A course correction will
be in order.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Slow, steady work keeps a project
moving forward. Avoid risky financial
speculations. Discover how you are
distinguishable from others who do
your job and find ways to capitalize
on that.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Three-dimensional

6 Craze

9 Wrestling venue

12 “8 Simple Rules”

cast member

13 Chihuahua cheer

14 Tavern request

15 Spot on the map

16 Cartland’s genre

18 Charm

20 Even

21 Chaps

23 “— your old

man!”

24 Frosts

25 Curvature

27 Tablecloth spoiler

29 Fold

31 TV detective

played by Brosnan

35 Stop in

37 February forecast

38 Jeweler’s unit

41 Fresh

43 Shade

44 Actor Wilson

45 Layers

47 Decorative drape

49 Singer Travis

52 Detergent brand

53 A billion years

54 Host

55 Mardi Gras VIP

56 Mel of

Cooperstown

57 Exhausted

Down
1 William Petersen’s

series

2 DHL rival

3 Equilibrium

4 Bibliography

word

5 Whale

constellation

6 Robin Hood’s

bailiwick

7 Scads

8 Rep.’s foe

9 Unreasonable

enthusiasm

10 Peptic problem

11 “Monopoly” 

cards

17 Expiates

19 Comes in second

21 Singer Davis

22 Commit a 

faux pas

24 Batter’s hope

26 Cigar city

28 Michaelmas

daisy

30 Command to 

Fido

32 Heighten

33 Bud’s partner

34 Lamb’s mom

36 Purpose

38 Lid

39 Cognizant

40 Take 10

42 Merchandise

45 Glaswegian, e.g.

46 Pack down

48 Ultramodernist

50 Lair

51 Nevertheless

Answer to Previous Puzzle

Friday, March 4, 2005 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 23



Family Circus

T
h
e
 F

a
r 

S
id

e
©

G
a
ry

 L
a
rs

o
n

N
o
n
 S

e
q
u
it

u
r

D
e
n
n
is

 t
h
e
 M

e
n
a
c
e

Dear Annie: For the
past year, I have been
dating “Patrick,” a won-
derful man who loves me
and my children. The
problem? He has an ongo-
ing friendship with his
ex-wife and the man she
left Patrick for.

“Della” and her new
husband call us at least
once a week to get togeth-
er, and then she reminisc-
es about their entire
32-year marriage — the
places they went, the people they
knew, the things they did.

The first few times, I sat and
listened, but I’ve since let Patrick
know I feel uncomfortable during
their walks down memory lane.
He assures me they are just
friends and has promised to focus
less on the past.

Recently, Patrick announced to
Della that we are engaged. She
cried and privately told me she
felt jealous. Something seems not
quite right about this situation.
Though they both say they are
just friends, she still acts like a
possessive wife. She calls Patrick
and confides about her problems

with her husband, and I
recently was upset to
learn that Patrick told
her about a little spat
we had.

Patrick says he wants
to stay on friendly
terms with Della be-
cause they have grown
children together. I do
not want to spend the
rest of my life feeling
like The Other Woman.
Any insight you can
offer would be greatly

appreciated.
— Please Help Me,

I’ve Fallen in South Dakota
Dear S.D.: It’s nice for

ex-spouses to remain friendly,
but Patrick’s relationship with
Della is overly chummy. They
should not be sharing confidenc-
es about their respective signifi-
cant others. And since Della has
made it clear she still carries a
minor torch for her ex, this close-
ness is asking for trouble.

Patrick needs to create some
distance from Della so your
upcoming marriage will have a
chance to cement itself. Insist
that these get-togethers dwindle

down to a few times a year, and
tell Patrick that there will be no
more conversations with his
ex-wife about your relationship
unless you initiate them.

Dear Annie: I’d like to ex-
press my opinion about brides who
have their shower guests pre-ad-
dress their own thank-you notes. I
am offended that I must help the
unfortunate bride and groom in a
task expressing their gratitude.
Perhaps smaller guest lists would
not overwhelm those couples.

— L.B.
Dear L.B.: Showers weren’t

originally intended to be such
enormous affairs, but that genie
is out of the bottle. Also, most
women now have full-time jobs
and less time. But we agree, you
shouldn’t invite more people
than you are willing to thank
properly.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: I have been

married to “Herbert” for 27
years, and even though we have
had our ups and downs — mostly
due to his verbal abuse — I
thought we were relatively
happy.

I went to visit my
parents for a week. When
I returned, I was telling
Herb about a major and
exciting change in my
relationship with my
father, when out of the
blue he said, “You know,
a guy can’t help but
wonder what it would
have been like to have
married someone
knock-down, drop-dead
gorgeous.”

I was dumbfounded.
When I got up and left
the room, Herb became angry

and said I must not be “mature”

enough to hear his innermost

thoughts. Abby, where does a

question like that come from?

How could I have handled what

he said without taking it personal-
ly? Am I missing any hidden red

flags here? What would you have
said? — Flabbergasted in Ohio

Dear Flabbergasted: You’re
not missing any red flags with
your husband. In the first sen-
tence of your letter you labeled
him verbally abusive, and your
assessment is on target. Consider-

ing that you were suck-
er-punched, I’d say you
handled the situation
with great restraint and
maturity. A lesser
woman would have
replied, “And what
makes you think you
have what it takes to
attract, or to keep, a
woman like that?”

Dear Abby: I am 38

and have never mar-
ried. When I was in my

20s (and in much better shape) I

was looking to settle down and —

hopefully — marry someone. The

women at the time ignored me. I

was flat out told things like,

“You’re nice, but boring.” And,

“I’ll never date a poor guy

again.”

I have often felt, and still do,
that women look for the “bad
boy” or the guy with deep pock-
ets. However, it seems that now
they’re past their prime and have
the two kids the bad boy left
them with, I am now good
enough — even though I haven’t
changed. I have had more female
“encounters” in my 30s than I
ever did in my 20s.

How do you determine the
legitimate ones from the ones
who just want you to help raise
their kids? If I wasn’t good
enough for them then, why
should they be good enough for
me now?

— Not the Consolation Prize,
Chesterton, Ind.

Dear Not: If you are still see-
ing women as shallow as the
ones you tried to date in your
20s, you should not involve your-
self with any of them. From the
tone of your letter, I suspect you
will be happier remaining single.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Husband’s odd remark angers wife

Fiance far too close with ex-wife

Dear Abby
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Schwetzingen, dtwon, lg new
house, kitchen, lights, garage,
garden, cheap util, perfect loc,
2100 euro call 06202-6070942

Free standing Houses for rent
between Ktown, Darmstadt,
Mannheim, Wiesbaden, no fee.
call Dagmar 0175-8553838

House Unfurnished 878

Computers 360 Real Estate 850

Live in Nanny wanted for
5-year-old child, English speak-
ing, exp. preferred, call
0173-7044421 or 0611-4200406

P.T Cruiser '03 Limited edition,
23k miles, gold, with alarm,
remote start and window auto-
mation, tinted windows and
factory chrome rims $ 15,000
obo Pcsing must sell U.S specs
call 0160-91457877

moving sale. all items must go.
cream leather living room suite,
brass bed (head-footboard),
bassette dresser (solid wood)
and much, much more...call
0160-9650-8993

.BMW X5 3.0i 2004 white, sand
leather, U.S. specs, auto trans,
dual climate, sensing wipers, all
power, 6-CD changer, moon-
roof, rubber mats, liner, auto
mirror, wood trim, 11,000 miles,
$37,500 OBO. 07031-763-147.

Porsche 944 '85 Targa, auto,
a/c, sunroof, superior cond,
many new parts, euro 6,000 call

Tel . 06224-921299

Nissan Xterra '00 SE US Spec,
V6, 4X4, Auto. $15,000. Call

0160-95444271

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Wiesbaden

Lorelei Ring 23. Bible Study
- 10:00 A.M., Worship -
11:00 A.M. For info contact:
Bill Weger - 06105-277514
J a m e s  W a l k e r  -
06122-588628 Uli Mueller -
06128-741124 Klaus Fries -
0611-949-0786

Wanted- Responsible and ma-
ture babysitter for well behaved
7 year old child in Baumholder.
Mostly weekends. Earn up to
$7.00 per hr with proof of ACS
or Red Cross certification. Call
06783-1892155, 6-9 PM.

Hot tub - portable, 220v,
convertible, $1200; four antique
record players $400-1000; elec-
tric wheelchair - 25 miles before
recharge, goes up and down
curbs & steps, $3000; antique
c h a i r s  $ 3 5 - 1 0 0 ;  C a l l
06337-2165

Porsche 924 '85 Wht/blk int,
good condition, german spec
$2,200 obo PCS'ing, call

07151-8400

Religious Activities 871

Jeep Wrangler '98 Sport 4.0L 6
Cyl, 83,000mi, Hard and Soft
Top, CD, Soundbar, A/C, 4WD,
Great Condition, One Owner
$9,500. Spangdahlem Area. Call

06580 913 782

Child Care Wanted 300

Fans ,220 volt, $10.00 each,
lamp $5.00, fish tank, $30.00, 2
window unit air conditioners,120
volt, $100.00 ea, Call Amy at
01758283084

Temporary lodging, eff apart-
ment, fully furn, near Leighton
Bks, Wuerzburg, Avail Now,
Call anytime 0173-3235091

Experienced Nanny English
erman speaking, excel Referen-

ces call 0171-3500373

Chevy Trailblazer '04 LS 4 X 4
drk\Red metallic, Excellent Con-
dition, many extras, low miles,
01605145659

Pontiac Bonneville SE '94, 4
door,loaded. Mileage is
98000,inspection Feb 06. Ask-
ing $2180.00. Photos upon
request. Contact Mr. Van Scho-
ten at Munich 089-95959483,
0176-24185312 or email brad-
ley.vanschoten@us.army.mil

Experienced Nanny and Pet
sitter for Wiesbaden area, excel
References call 0163-2052509

Apartment Furn 860
BMW X3 '04 US Specs, 6 speed
manual, factory warranty,
21,000 miles, 09826-659575

(leave message)

AFN decoders, sky receiver,
satellite dish, teak queen size
leigh bed, a/c unit, small kitchen
appliances, oriental rug, baby
items, furniture, transformers,
and lots more 06202-6070942

Plymouth Breeze '97 128,000.
miles. Asking $500.Needs a
new headgasket. CD Player, air
condition, and more. Good
condition. Call 061038048926.

In Frankfurt Area

Sport Utility Vehicle 172
Engl ish/German/Slowakien
speaking Nanny with experi-
ence. 08-1700 hrs Friedberg

area. call 0175-9564370

Spacious sunny apartment for
rent in Gelnhausen, with nice
view and garden, 850 sq feet,
near highway 66, 12 miles east
from Hanau, call 0173-4244191

PCS Sale 780

Opel Astra '01 Convertible,
mirage/silver, 1.6L, 56K km, 5
spd, 100 hp, cd/changer, leath-
er, euro 13,900 or $ 19,000, call

Tel. 0179-5964449

Child Care Offered 290
Looking for used crwiser style
mc. german specs, 3-6 years
old, max 25.000 miles. call Bob
DSN 351-4559 ev

Property Investors looking for
property in the USA! Fax (49)
6135-932136, EPDc_GERM
@t-online.de, call 0171-5109237

military uniforms, new pt-(sr),
new bdus-(sr), dress blues-38r,
dress greens-38r; best offer.
06301-7181-98, 484-7852

Automotive 140

Opel Ascona1988 500.00 guar-
anteed to pass inspection. must
see to appreciate. Call
0160-9650-8993

HD '97 883 Hugger, Custom
flame paint, lots of custom parts,
3000 miles $7500 obo call

0630-7401655

BMW 316i '92, black, pwr-wind,
pwr-locks, 5 speed, dependable,
$2,800 OBO. call 0174-6113053 Military Items 720

Volvo V40 2002 loaded, dark
blue, 27,000 miles, $16,000
-06221-7512993

Ford Mustang Cobra '94, blk,
V8, 5 spd, loaded, aftermarket
parts, tint, c.a.i. , 58k mi, $10500
obo, call 0160-96524840 DA

NO VA House for sale, 4bdr,
3+ba easy commute to penta-
gon, great neighberhood/-
schools, 703-602-3391 or larry.
steinman@hqda.army.mil

Book for Sale. History of the
Civil War”, 387 pages, Hard
Cover, $20 pp. By the same
author of “History of European
Theater WWII” and “History of
Pacific Theater WWII. Thomas
Buschke Tel 06331-40530.

Nissan Sentra GXE '95, auto,
orig. owner, well maint, 105k mi,
$3450, DSN 330-7876 evening
06128-945433 US spec

Suzuki 650 2002 savage motor-
cycle, accessories included
$3000.00 obo call: 0151 1424
9894

Engagement Marquise Ring Sol
.42Carat. Wedding Band Wrap
.40Carat 2 Marq 2 Trill $800
0172-3016464

Book Stores 250
Darmstadt 4 bedr. app. with
balcony, avail. for rent in May or
June 1. Kitchen, garden, 1100
eur w/utilities call 06257-939868

Mercedes E430 '00 Avantgarde,
dark blue, fully loaded, leather,
Navi, cd/chngr, dealer maint,
$27,555 obo call 016095427347

Audi A6 '04 3.0 quattro tiptronic,
US spec, Silver ext, Black lthr,
14K mi,Premium pkg, Sunroof,
F&R airbags, 6CD, exc cond,
P C S i n g  $ 3 1 k  o b o ,
0611-532-5079 or DSN
337-6973

BMW 325i 2002, us specs! ex
cond, garage kept, sports, pre-
mium package, orient blue, no
dings or scratches! must see!
$23,000 obo kitzingen area. call
rob 01756-490-729 anytime

BMW M5 '92, great cond. 180k,
340hp, 3.8L, 6 disk-changer,
ac,pl,pw,leather, nurn susp.,
270km/h top speed, prem 17"
alum rims ew tires + snow
tires/rims, $7800 pcsing
09492-907572

Kawasaki ER500 2002 , euro
specs, 3200 km, lowered seat,
heated grips, crash bars. $ 4k
o.b.o. Dustin 0179-1001690

Jewelry 610
Apartments and Homes for rent
in the Wiesbaden area please

call Tel. 06122-507943

Need Your Transmission or
Engine Overhauled? Call John
0711-843794

Mercedes CLK430 '02 US
Loaded leather/wood grain V8
Steptr AMG sptkit/rims 31600 mi
38,000 obo Joe 0622-1182328

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

SUZUKI Bandit 600 '96, US
Spec 17k mi, many new parts,
new tires, red, dynojet kit, $3000
obo. Call 0176-29738644.

New model AFN Decoder with
Dish and LMB, complete system

$ 475.00, call 0173-3768150
Real Estate 850Auto Repairs 182

Mercedes C180 '96, 156k km,
garage kept, dealer maintained,
ac, auto, $7500. Heidelberg
area, ph: 0174 194-0692

BMW M3 '95 USspec, auto,
loaded, 18" ac schnitzer rims,
slv on blk w/wood, 300 HP,
superior cond, service rec.,
many extras, must see, 116 k mi
$ 1 4 , 9 9 9 .  c a l l  j o h n
0 1 6 0 - 9 1 8 0 4 1 5 6  o r
06145-549080

Used cars from $700 to $3000,
inspection guarantee, call
0171-9506602

BMW 325i 2001(US Spec) 32 k
mi, loaded, cd, moon rf, 5 spd,
2.5L, leatherette int, titanium
svr, ex con, dlr mnt, garage kept
new brake shoes and M3 Style,
ac schnitzer pedal set $ 20,000
obo, pcs'ng. Call 0171-225-5005

Motorcycles 164 Home Electronics 570
Miniture Poodle puppies, with
papers and shots $450 call

06551-960550

need 1995 Isuzu, Rodeo parts -
any info appreciated! help!!!
0162-163-0365

Mercedes Benz '89 190, auto,
original 70K miles, dealr maint,

cost 1950, call 0171-6429114

BMW 850 CI ' 93, US spec, V12
blk/gr lth, CD, phone,18" rim,
hamann tunning BMW Maint.
$25k obo, call 01733974895

Automotive 140

The Original CJ 7 Jeep '83, soft
& hard top/doors, needs little
work, asking $3500 phone:
Ralph 06224 77282

Auto Parts 180

Mercedes 190E '91, white,
excellent condition inside and
out. $2,900 obo, call: 0160
531-4565, 01708100656

BMW 530i 2004 6spd automat-
ic, only 2K miles, slv-blk lthr,
prem and sport pkgs, xenon,
parkdist, most options, PER-
FECT, $45K Dr L, 09827 7890
or 0170 834 6780

german wardrobe - light wood,
w-mirrors, 2m 70, $600 obo.
night stands, dresser, armoire,
l ight wood, $250 cal l
06205-202-980

BMW 645Ci '05. coupe, US
spec. 6 spd, V8 325hp, blk/red,
leather, premium sport pkg,
navigation, suinroof, xeon, 6cd
phone, 4000mi, 19" rims
$64,500 call 0179-6897649

Classic Autos 160
Mazda 3 S '04, us specs, fully
loaded, 6k miles, red, $20,500,
0631-350-8004 or 175-795-9172

Dodge Dakota 4 x 4 club cab,
36,000 mi., manual tr. cd-radio,
cruise, new tires! $11,000 obo.
06565-956-803

FRENCH POODLE MINIATURE
for/sale (small-breed) 4-months,
beautiful dog, w/all German and
U.S. papers, microship, shots,
Health Certificate. He's very
smart and healthy, good with
kids. Asking $800, Call
J o n ( D a y ) 0 1 6 2 - 8 8 0 8 6 2 9
(Evening)0611-7239266

RV Chevy Tioga '78, 23',5.7l
gas V 8, dually, 220 volt ac/
heat, kit, bath, 3 beds, 2 kw gen,
$5k, email: motorads @aol.com

2 beautiful brand new hand
woven wool rugs from tunisia.
90,000 knots per sq meter.
400.00e per rug or 700.00e for
both. call 06307-401-208 or
01799-199-427

BMW 545i '04, sports & premi-
um package, loaded, immacu-
late, 7500 miles, selling to
upgrade, $48,995 obo, 0175
523 2930

BMW 325ix 1989 4wd, 4dr, new
battery, well maintained, runs
great, AMM cassette, sunroof,
guarenteed to pass inspection,
euro specs, $1,000.00 OBO
Must sell. Call Amy at
01758283084

DODGE DAKOTA '97 Red,
2WD, V6, AC, 74k miles, clean
and very well taken care of, call

Nicole 0176-29738644

VW Beetle '99, 2.0l, 115hp, 2nd
owner, USspec with german
brief, 5spd, black, ac, pwr-all,
alarm, tinted windows, summer
and winter tires, 28Kmi, good
cond, $8900 obo, 0179-7450920

Boxer & Rotweiler puppies,
pure-bred, 400 euro we deliver
0 0 4 8 - 6 9 4 2 6 5 2 3 4  o r
base13@wp.pl

Buses/Vans/RVs 158

BMW 528i '00 39k miles, U.S
specs green, 4dr , sunroof,
leather int, 5 spd, many extas,
$28k call 0172-7717557 Stugartt

Trucks 174

VW Golf III VR61992 euro
specs, mp3 radio, ac, 5 spd,
new brakes, winter-summer tires
$ 3 , 5 0 0  o . b . o .  D u s t i n
0179-100-1690

P.T Cruiser '03 black,Limited
Edition, loaded and in mint
condition with sunroof, 6 CD
Changer, climate control, many
extras, at low blue book, 29,000
miles, $13,500 call Tel.

01747795809.

VW Golf GLS 03' US spec,
auto, 12k miles, indigo blue,
loaded, $15,900 call 0170
8176911

Boxer puppies bure breed
brown brendal, euro 500,- call

06134-286956

Washer and dryer, 220 volt, like
new, used privately in post
housing , only 1 year old.
washer $300.00, dryer $250.00,
together $500.00, paid 800
e u r o s .  C a l l  A m y  a t
01758283084

BMW 523i '98 Silv/blk low mil, 5
spd euro spec, fully loaded, aval
Hanau/Wurzburg, $ 16k obo,
excl condi, call 0174-2422614

Nissan Frontier '01, 4X4 . 40K
mil, V6, 5 spd, pw, pl, 6 cd, run
boards, kbb.com value $15,500
call 0170-6552530 to make
offer.

Volvo V70 '04 2.5T AWD 24K
excl condition , auto/geartronic
Sports Climate Versatility Pkgs
$28,500 obo, call 09841682950

Household Items 560
BMW 328I '97 (M3)Conv gr/tan
lth/ wood inter, navi, cd, phone,
5spd, BMW Maint, $21k obo call
01733974895

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

Toyota Camry LE 2003 US
Spec, Green, Regs 05-06, new
ALL SEASON tires, over 24K
mil, good condition, $14,700
obo. Pam 475-8735, night
09645-601-433. Grafenwoehr.

JEEP Liberty '04, Sport V6, 5
spd, pw,pl, 11K mi, go anwhere,
asking $18,500. 09841-403768
& 0160-92689246

Opel Astra '01 1.8, 5spd.,
80,000km, CD Changer, Electric
Sunroof, AC, Remote Central
Locking System, Power Win-
dows, Integrated Front and Rear
Fog Lights, Full-Size Spare,
Garage Maintained, Winter
Tires, $9,500obo, 06206-12815

Toyota Corolla '99 German
spec, -25K km, drv air/bag, ac,
at, pw, pl, excl cond, snow/tires,
$ 6,300 obo call 09493-951421
after 4 p.m

Pets 820
BMW 325i '01, USspec, 31k mi,
loaded, CD, moon roof,5 spd,
leatherette, silver, exc cond,
dealer maint,garage kept,19k
obo. call 0171-225-5005

for sale, massive, solid oak,
roll-top computer desk with
matching chair, many unique
features, singed by the crafts-
man. $1,300. 06221-7512993

Dodge SRT-4 '05 Low miles
230HP 250TQ, 0 to 60 in 5.8,
Quick car call 0175-945-8920

FIND 1000s of shops
Shipping to APOPO

www.StopGoShop.com

ISUZU Rodeo '00 Red excellent
condition, fully loaded, sunroof,
69K miles, $9,500 obo, call

06151-9511854

SEAT Marbella '80, white, great
2nd car, 4 extra tires, 380 euro,
fisrt aid kit and triangle, Al/Elisa
09325-980223

Chevy Corvette 2001 ext. red,
int. blk lthr, 14,500 miles,
automatic, perfect cond. fully
loaded other then "hud" and
"select ride" $35,000 obo.
0 6 1 3 1 - 4 7 2 - 3 1 6  h m ,
0160-367-0892 cel

Furniture 510
To long Alone, Female 30,
looking for a serious relation-
s h i p ,  e m a i l

zippolinchen@aol.com

Toyota Tacoma 4x4 2005
d-cab all opt 26,000 obo
017-0367-1684 or 466-2242

Ford Probe '94 V6, 5spd, excl
condition, met blue, low mil, cd,
ac, good tires/sport whls, non-
smoker car , euro specs, CSing

$ 3,500 call 06224-921738

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

BMW 325Ci '02, red, tan
leatherette interior, 33K miles,
premium/sport pkg, harmon kar-
den sound, xenon lights, 5-spd,
pristine condition, fast/fuel effi-
cient. $21,500. please call Matt
at 07032-913526 or 430-7637.

Seat Ibiza '00 euro, red, 5 spd,
pd, ac, alarm, abs, summer/win-
ter tires, exc cond 35K km,

$6,000 call 06782-107133

Person to Person 800
Announcements 040

Dodge Caravan LE˚S '94, cus-
tom rims, factory tint windows,
asking $1,200 obo, good engine
but tranny needs work. call:
09721-943676 must sell

BMW 528i 2000 excellent condi-
tion, us specs, 38k miles,
premium sports package, loa-
ded, dealer maintained, $25k
firm. 06301-718-198 or
484-7852

Range Rover 4x4 1988 4dr.
with kenwood cd player, good
running cond, just passed in-
spection 3,000 obo please call
0175-2169-4840

Saab 9-3SE '99 US spec, 83k
mi, 5spd, leather, abs, loaded,
new brakes + tires $8000
keelerda@eucom.mil

BMW 325i '02, 22k miles,U.S
spec, prem pkg, 4dr,spoiler, tint
windows, blue, heated seats.
$ 2 5 , 9 9 5  0 1 7 6 2 4 3 4 4 7 5 6

trinimanmd@yahoo.com

Rover 600 '99, Euro spec,
silver, 77K Km, leather, int., 5
spd, $7300 obo, cal l
0160-5516787

Citroen Ax '96 tealgr. 5spd.
10450KM,excellent condition,
summer and winter tires $1500
c a l l : 0 6 1 3 4 - 6 4 3 9 2
mess.0170-1833322

BMW 330 '02 Convertible, US
Specs, fully loaded, hard top,
40k, excellent condition, asking
$31,500, call 06252-128120

BMW 525 1991 slv 180k km,
good cond, euro specs,
$3,500,call jason or kelli at
061033127521 or 01627949901

Land Rover Discovery SE 97 ,
loaded, slv, dual sunroof, full
time awd, superb cond, auto,
$8,200. call: 08821-949-100
(Garmisch).

a childless married couple in our
30's seek to adopt. let's help
each other. please contact jim &
karin at hopefulparentshotmail.
com

German Oak Shrank $1150,
$650 Gorgeous K size Bdrm st
$950, Transformers $15 & up,
Excise Machine $125, Night
Stands $200, Silk Screen $250,
Mic Oven $20, Refrigerator
reezer $150, Dresser $75, Ac-
cept OBO 06128741816

PCS Sale 780Sport Utility Vehicle 172Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Adoption Services 020 Computers 360

PAGE 26 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · Friday, March 4, 2005



BY JOHN SHEA

San Francisco Chronicle

VERO BEACH, Fla. — Some baseball
people say they’re taking a wait-and-see ap-
proach to the new drug-testing policy. Not
Jeff Kent.

“I still don’t think it’s good enough,” the
Los Angeles Dodgers second baseman
said. “I mentioned to [union chief] Don
Fehr a long time ago, if we’re going to give
up the privilege of privacy, we’ve got to do
it right. If we’re not going to do it right,
then don’t do it at all.

“I’m disappointed with Major League
Baseball and the [players] association for
not implementing a plan that is completely
solid. We need to prove to the fans that
there’s no question baseball should be
clean and is clean, and we’re not sending
the right message with this policy.”

Random testing began Thursday at
spring training camps in Arizona and Flori-
da. Players will be subjected to one unan-
nounced test and could be called for fur-
ther testing (including in the offseason)
through a computerized process of random
selection. First-time offenders would be
suspended 10 days without pay. Only urine
is tested, not blood.

Steroid experts have taken shots at the
new policy for several reasons, and Kent fo-
cused on two — the lack of an independent
firm overseeing the testing and penalizing,
making it possible for MLB to cover up
players’ steroid use, and the lack of am-
phetamines on the list of banned substanc-
es.

Also, players still can take perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs without conse-
quences. For example, human growth hor-
mone is on the banned list, but it’s irrele-
vant because HGH can’t be detected in
urine, only in blood.

“We still need a third party to oversee
the issue because some information could

be suppressed, who knows,” Kent said.
“You need an independent party judging
results. Without it, it’s not a valid enough
policy.”

Regarding amphetamines, Kent said,
“It’s a daily pick-me-up. Without a pre-
scription, it’s illegal, like steroids. Guys get
addicted and can’t stop, and that’s what
Major League Baseball needs to fix, too.”

Kent, the National League’s Most Valu-
able Player in 2000 who’s training for his
first season with the Dodgers, said MLB
and the union fell short in January when
announcing the policy, which has been crit-
icized as too soft by other people in uni-
form, including Texas Rangers pitcher
Kenny Rogers and Washington Nationals
manager Frank Robinson.

It pales in comparison to the Olympics’
two-year ban for a first positive test and ex-
tensive list of banned substances (10 pages
in all), but Commissioner Bud Selig said
the policy will be a deterrent largely be-
cause players won’t want their names for-
ever linked to steroids by getting caught
once.

While the Olympics have an indepen-
dent body overseeing and administering
the entire policy, including the punitive
phase, baseball’s procedure is fuzzier. An
Olympic-accredited drug-testing lab in
Montreal will send the test results to MLB,
and it’ll be up to baseball officials to take
the next step.

“We’re continuing to beat around the
bush,” Kent said. “Major League Baseball

should set a higher standard, like the Olym-
pic athletes. We are the best of the best.
Why shouldn’t we be accountable for
things? I think we should.

“The fact we’re made so public in the
role-model arena, and then if secrets get
out, like in steroid issues, it paints a bad pic-
ture for children. That’s too risky. As a
player, I think Major League Baseball has
tried. They need to try a little harder.

“Do I feel cheated?” Kent said. “All the
non-users feel cheated. I think in a silent
way, a lot of people who hadn’t cheated
over the years are happy with the way the
media exposed the problem, and they’re
happy we’re making progress toward
evening the playing field.”

For six seasons, Kent and Barry Bonds
were a potent 1-2 punch for the San Fran-
cisco Giants. Bonds’ grand jury testimony
in the BALCO case, along with the testimo-
nies of Jason Giambi, Gary Sheffield and
others, helped pressure baseball to estab-
lish the stiffer policy.

Without mentioning Bonds’ name, Kent
said, “Hank Aaron has made a lot of com-
ments about steroid use. I don’t know if
anybody ever asked him how he feels
about the possibility of somebody breaking
his records because of issues being present-
ed in the last couple of years. I’m a part of
it, too, and it’s just embarrassing. I just
hope we fix it and fix it right.”

AP

Jeff Kent, the 2000 NL MVP when he played with the San Francisco Giants now playing
with the Dodgers, says baseball’s drug policy is not strong enough.

Kent rips MLB drug policy as too soft
I’m disappointed with

Major League Baseball

and the [players]

association for not

implementing a plan

that is completely solid.

Jeff Kent

Dodgers second baseman
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AFN TV & Radio
Friday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
2004 College Slam Dunk and 3-Point Con-
tests (dld).

AFN-Sports, 11 a.m.—College basketball:
Charlotte at Louisville (dld).

AFN-Sports, 2 p.m.—College basketball:
Purdue at Illinois (dld).

AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College basketball:
Miami at Duke (dld).

AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.—Auto racing: Speed-
way GP Prague (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—Golf: Ford Champion-
ship at Doral, 2nd round.

Saturday
AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.—NBA: Cleveland at

Philadelphia.
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—NBA: Sacramento at

Miami.
AFN-Pacific, 3 a.m.—Boxing: Friday Night

Fights, Ricardo “Rocky” Juarez (22-0-0, 15
KOs) vs. Juan Carlos “El Ranchero” Ramirez
(34-7-0, 14 KOs), super featherweights.

AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m.—NBA: Dallas at L.A.
Lakers.

AFN-Radio, 4:30 a.m.—NBA: Detroit at Seat-
tle.

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Tennis: Davis Cup,
Croatia at U.S.A., first-round singles (dld).

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—Baseball: Spring train-
ing, Los Angeles vs. Atlanta (dld).

AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College basketball:
Louisville at DePaul (dld).

AFN-Pacific, 6 p.m.—College basketball:
Big South Conference championship game,
teams TBD.

AFN-Atlantic, 6 p.m.—Motorcycle racing:
FIM Speedway Grand Prix (Britian) (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 8 p.m.—College basketball:
Teams TBD.

AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.—College basketball:
George Washington at Rhode Island.

AFN-Atlantic, 10 p.m.—College basketball:
Teams TBD.

AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.—College basketball:
Cincinnati at Memphis.

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed listing. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

Baseball
Spring training glance

AMERICAN LEAGUE
 W L Pct.
Baltimore 0 0 .000
Boston 0 0 .000
Cleveland 0 0 .000
Detroit 0 0 .000
Kansas City 0 0 .000
Los Angeles 0 0 .000
Minnesota 0 0 .000
New York 0 0 .000
Oakland 0 0 .000
Seattle 0 0 .000
Tampa Bay 0 0 .000
Texas 0 0 .000
Toronto 0 0 .000
Chicago 0 1 .000

NATIONAL LEAGUE
 W L Pct.
Colorado 1 0 1.000
Los Angeles 1 0 1.000
Washington 1 0 1.000
Arizona 0 0 .000
Atlanta 0 0 .000
Chicago 0 0 .000
Cincinnati 0 0 .000
Houston 0 0 .000
Milwaukee 0 0 .000
Philadelphia 0 0 .000
Pittsburgh 0 0 .000
San Diego 0 0 .000
San Francisco 0 0 .000
St. Louis 0 0 .000
Florida 0 1 .000
New York 0 1 .000

Note: Split-squad games count in the
standings; games against non-major league
teams do not.

Wednesday’s games
Pittsburgh 12, Manatee CC 0
Washington 5, N.Y. Mets 3
Los Angeles 4, Florida 2
Tampa Bay 5, Navy 2, 7 innings
Atlanta 12, Georgia Tech 0
Florida Southern 2, Detroit 2, tie, 10 innings
St. Louis 8, Florida Atlantic 2
Colorado 8, Chicago White Sox 4

Thursday’s games
Baltimore vs. Florida at Jupiter, Fla.
Atlanta vs. Los Angeles at Vero Beach, Fla.
Houston vs. Cleveland at Winter Haven,

Fla.
Detroit vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater, Fla.
Cincinnati vs. Tampa Bay at St. Peters-

burg, Fla.
Bethune-Cookman vs. Washington at

Viera, Fla.
Pittsburgh vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla.
Chicago Cubs vs. Oakland at Phoenix
Seattle vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz.
Texas vs. Kansas City at Surprise, Ariz.
San Francisco vs. L.A. Angels at Tempe,

Ariz.
Chicago White Sox vs. Arizona at Tucson,

Ariz.
Minnesota vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla.
St. Louis vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lucie, Fla.

Friday’s games
N.Y. Mets vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla.
Los Angeles vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla.
Toronto vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers, Fla.
Cleveland vs. Houston at Kissimmee, Fla.
Florida vs. Baltimore at Fort Lauderdale,

Fla.
Philadelphia vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla.
Tampa Bay vs. Cincinnati at Sarasota, Fla.
N.Y. Yankees vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton,

Fla.
Northeastern vs. Boston (ss) at Fort

Myers, Fla.
Kansas City vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz.
L.A. Angels vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz.
Seattle vs. Milwaukee (ss) at Phoenix
Milwaukee (ss) vs. Oakland at Phoenix

San Francisco vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa,
Ariz.

Chicago White Sox (ss) vs. Colorado at
Tucson, Ariz.

Arizona vs. Chicago White Sox (ss) at Tuc-
son, Ariz

Boston College vs. Boston (ss) at Fort
Myers, Fla.

Auto racing
Busch Series standings

1. Kevin Harvick, 340; 2. Reed Sorenson,
293; 3. Carl Edwards, 289; 4. Clint Bowyer,
287; 5. Tony Stewart, 271; 6. Ashton Lewis,
254; 7. Joe Nemechek, 248; 8. Martin Truex
Jr., 233; 9. Paul Menard, 220; 10. David A.
Green, 218.

Craftsman Truck standings
1. Bobby Hamilton, 355; 2. Ricky Craven,

330; 3. Jimmy Spencer, 321; 4. Ted Musgrave,
310; 5. Matt Crafton, 280; 6. Steve Park, 279;
7. Johnny Benson, 271; 8. David Reutimann,
256; 9. Dennis Setzer, 254; 10. Casey Atwood,
251.

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Wednesday
1. Illinois (28-0) did not play. Next: vs. Pur-

due, Thursday.
2. North Carolina (24-3) did not play. Next:

vs. Florida State, Thursday.
3. Kentucky (23-3) beat Tennessee 73-61.

Next: at Florida, Sunday.
4. Wake Forest (25-4) beat Georgia Tech

98-91. Next: at North Carolina State, Sunday.
5. Boston College (23-3) did not play. Next:

at Rutgers, Saturday.
6. Duke (21-4) did not play. Next: vs. Miami,

Thursday.
7. Kansas (22-4) beat Kansas State 72-65.

Next: at Missouri, Sunday.
8. Oklahoma State (21-5) beat Texas A&M

69-63. Next: vs. Texas, Saturday.
9. Louisville (24-4) did not play. Next: vs.

No. 18 Charlotte, Thursday.
10. Washington (23-4) did not play. Next:

at California, Thursday.
11. Arizona (24-5) did not play. Next: at Ari-

zona State, Saturday.
12. Gonzaga (23-4) did not play. Next: WCC

semifinals, Sunday.
13. Syracuse (24-5) did not play. Next: at

No. 15 Connecticut, Saturday.
14. Michigan State (21-5) beat Northwest-

ern 69-58. Next: vs. Penn State, Saturday.
15. Connecticut (20-6) beat Georgetown

83-64. Next: vs. No. 13 Syracuse, Saturday.
16. Utah (24-4) did not play. Next: vs. San

Diego State, Saturday.
17. Pacific (23-2) did not play. Next: at Cal

State Fullerton, Thursday.
18. Charlotte (21-4) did not play. Next: at

No. 9 Louisville, Thursday.
19. Villanova (20-6) beat Seton Hall 79-58.

Next: at St. John’s, Saturday.
20. Oklahoma (22-6) did not play. Next: at

Texas Tech, Saturday.
21. Alabama (22-6) beat Auburn 94-53.

Next: at Mississippi State, Saturday.
22. Cincinnati (23-6) beat Tulane 77-56.

Next: at Memphis, Saturday.
23. Wisconsin (19-7) did not play. Next: vs.

Purdue, Saturday.
24. Pittsburgh (19-7) did not play. Next: at

Notre Dame, Saturday.
25. Nevada (22-5) did not play. Next: at Ha-

waii, Thursday.

Wednesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Carnegie-Mellon 66, Gettysburg 60
Catholic 72, DeSales 71, OT
Colby-Sawyer 89, Keene St. 61
Connecticut 83, Georgetown 64
Duquesne 61, Fordham 57
Minnesota 73, Penn St. 69
Rhode Island 65, Temple 57
Villanova 79, Seton Hall 58

SOUTH
Alabama 94, Auburn 53
Florida 50, Georgia 38
Kentucky 73, Tennessee 61
LSU 58, Mississippi 53
Lamar 79, Louisiana-Monroe 72
McNeese St. 76, SE Louisiana 68
N.C. State 82, Virginia 72
Northwestern St. 82, Sam Houston St. 63
Presbyterian 58, Mars Hill 54
UAB 81, DePaul 80, OT
Utah Valley St. 54, Longwood 50
Vanderbilt 75, South Carolina 65
Wake Forest 98, Georgia Tech 91
Xavier 73, Richmond 64

MIDWEST
Akron 71, Marshall 64
Ball St. 71, E. Michigan 56
Cincinnati 77, Tulane 56
Iowa 74, Ohio St. 72

Iowa St. 67, Missouri 49
Kansas 72, Kansas St. 65
Kansas Newman 70, Park 69
Marquette 76, Houston 55
Mesa, Colo. 81, Fort Hays St. 74
Miami (Ohio) 70, Kent St. 45
Michigan St. 69, Northwestern 58
Nebraska 70, Colorado 55
Notre Dame 66, Rutgers 56
Ohio 90, Buffalo 77
Rockhurst 78, Drury 70
Saint Louis 70, Memphis 61
Toledo 81, N. Illinois 75, OT
W. Michigan 77, Bowling Green 52

SOUTHWEST
Oklahoma St. 69, Texas A&M 63
TCU 70, South Florida 53
Texas St. 66, Texas-Arlington 62
Texas Tech 72, Baylor 66

FAR WEST
Fort Lewis 75, Colorado Mines 42

TOURNAMENTS
CIAA Tournament

First Round
Fayetteville St. 72, Elizabeth City St. 54
N.C. Central 72, Virginia St. 55
St. Augustine’s 96, St. Paul’s 60

CVAC Tournament
First Round

Limestone 85, Queens, N.C. 79
ECAC Metro Tournament

First Round
Richard Stockton 79, Manhattanville 78
Rutgers-Newark 76, Staten Island 63

ECAC New England Tournament
First Round

W. New England 70, Plymouth St. 68
ECAC Southern Tournament

First Round
Franklin & Marshall 116, Lincoln, Pa. 100
Scranton 62, Alvernia 56

ECAC Upstate Tournament
First Round

Brockport 98, Rochester Tech 92
Hobart 88, Plattsburgh 74
Oswego St. 70, Ithaca 51
Skidmore 84, Cortland St. 81, OT

Frontier Conference
First Round

Carroll, Mont. 69, Montana Tech 58
Westminster, Utah 65, Great Falls 44

Gulf Coast Athletic Conference
First Round

Mobile 72, Spring Hill 58
Heartland Conference Tournament

Semifinals
St. Mary’s, Texas 69, Panhandle St. 61

NSIC Tournament
First Round

Bemidji St. 81, Minn.-Crookston 68
Concordia, St.P. 93, Wayne, Neb. 84
Northern St., S.D. 94, Southwest St., Minn. 83
Winona St. 98, Minn.-Moorhead 86, 2OT

Nycac
First Round

C.W. Post 69, Bridgeport 61
New Haven 56, Adelphi 41
Philadelphia 71, St. Thomas Aquinas 61
Queens, N.Y. 88, N.Y. Tech 86

Peach Belt
First Round

Armstrong Atlantic 66, Francis Marion 39
Augusta St. 75, Georgia College 73
S.C.-Aiken 80, North Florida 72

RMAC Tournament
First Round

Nebraska-Kearney 93, N.M. Highlands 89
SIAC tournament

First Round
Fort Valley St. 62, Tuskegee 59
Kentucky St. 82, LeMoyne-Owen 57
Lane 59, Clark Atlanta 47

South Atlantic Conference Tournament
First Round

Tusculum 93, Carson-Newman 76
Southern Conference

First Round
Appalachian St. 68, The Citadel 59
ETSU 87, Furman 84
Elon 64, Wofford 58
Georgia Southern 69, W. Carolina 57

AP Women’s Top 25 fared
Wednesday

1. LSU (27-1) did not play. Next: vs. Florida
or Alabama, SEC tournament, Friday.

2. Stanford (26-2) did not play. Next: vs.
California or Washington State, Pac-10 tour-
nament, Saturday.

3. Ohio State (27-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Wisconsin or Indiana, Big Ten tournament,
Friday.

4. North Carolina (24-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Georgia Tech or Miami, ACC tournament,
Saturday.

5. Tennessee (23-4) did not play. Next: vs.
Auburn or Kentucky, SEC tournament, Fri-
day.

6. Duke (26-3) did not play. Next: vs. Virgin-
ia Tech or Wake Forest, ACC tournament,
Saturday.

7. Baylor (23-3) did not play. Next: vs. No.
13 Texas Tech, Thursday.

8. Michigan State (25-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Illinois or Northwestern, Big Ten tourna-
ment, Friday.

9. Rutgers (23-5) did not play. Next: vs. St.
John’s-Seton Hall winner, Big East tourna-
ment, Sunday.

10. Notre Dame (25-4) did not play. Next:

vs. West Virginia-Pittsburgh winner, Big
East tournament, Sunday.

11. Texas (20-7) beat Texas A&M 69-57.
Next: vs. TBA, Big 12 tournament, Wednes-
day, March 9.

12. DePaul (24-3) did not play. Next: vs.
East Carolina or Memphis, CUSA tourna-
ment, Friday.

13. Texas Tech (21-5) did not play. Next: at
No. 7 Baylor, Thursday.

14. Connecticut (20-7) did not play. Next:
vs. Georgetown-Syracuse winner, Big East
tournament, Sunday.

15. Minnesota (22-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Purdue, Big Ten tournament, Friday.

16. Temple (24-3) did not play. Next: vs.
TBA, Atlantic 10 tournament, Saturday.

17. Kansas State (21-6) beat Missouri
80-53. Next: vs. TBA, Big 12 tournament,
Wednesday, March 9.

18. Vanderbilt (21-6) did not play. Next: vs.
Mississippi State or Arkansas, SEC tourna-
ment, Friday.

19. North Carolina State (21-6) did not
play. Next: vs. No. 25 Maryland or Clemson,
ACC tournament, Saturday.

20. Iowa State (22-5) did not play. Next: vs.
TBA, Big 12 tournament, Wednesday, March
9.

21. Georgia (21-8) did not play. Next: vs.
Mississippi or South Carolina, SEC tourna-
ment, Friday.

22. Boston College (19-8) did not play.
Next: vs. Villanova-Providence winner, Big
East tournament, Sunday.

23. Penn State (18-9) did not play. Next: vs.
Iowa or Michigan, Big Ten tournament, Fri-
day.

24. Gonzaga (25-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Portland, WCC tournament, Thursday.

25. Maryland (19-8) did not play. Next: vs.
Clemson, ACC tournament, Friday.

Wednesday’s women’s scores
EAST

Albany, N.Y. 70, Boston U. 57
Bridgeport 81, Southampton 69
Hartford 63, Vermont 44
Holy Family 84, Teikyo-Post 52
Maine 76, Stony Brook 59
N.Y. Tech 53, Philadelphia 50
New Haven 71, Adelphi 69, OT
Northeastern 60, Binghamton 56
Pitt.-Greensburg 82, Widener 76

SOUTH
Belmont 63, UCF 49
Birm.-Southern 68, Coastal Carolina 53
Florida Atlantic 67, Lipscomb 56
High Point 84, Radford 64
Louisiana-Monroe 64, Lamar 47
McNeese St. 65, SE Louisiana 55
Northwestern St. 77, Sam Houston St. 53

MIDWEST
Drury 81, Lincoln, Mo. 40
Kansas St. 80, Missouri 53

SOUTHWEST
Incarnate Word 73, Panhandle St. 58
Texas 69, Texas A&M 57
Texas-Arlington 65, Texas St. 51

FAR WEST
Colorado 78, Nebraska 76

TOURNAMENTS
ECAC Division III Metro

Quarterfinals
Baruch 57, Rutgers-Newark 56
FDU-Florham 62, Montclair St. 53

ECAC Division III New England
Quarterfinals

Brandeis 64, W. New England 40
Norwich 64, Worcester St. 55

ECAC Upstate Tournament
Quarterfinals

Oneonta 72, RPI 64
Rochester 67, Utica 44
St. John Fisher 70, Keuka 65
Union, N.Y. 79, Hartwick 57

Eastern College Athletic Conference
First Round

Lebanon Valley 71, Medaille 64
Frontier Conference

First Round
Carroll, Mont. 83, Westminster, Utah 72
Montana-Western 71, Montana Tech 59

Gulf Coast Athletic Conference
First Round

Loyola, NO 57, Spring Hill 56, OT
Mobile 73, LSU-Shreveport 62

NCAA Div. III
First Round

Alvernia 60, Brockport 38
Calvin 74, Franklin 60
Chapman 72, Cal Lutheran 65
Denison 51, Baldwin-Wallace 46
Emmanuel 43, Salem St. 41
Ithaca 64, Colby-Sawyer 46
Mary Washington 69, Maryville, Tenn. 66
McDaniel 71, Frostburg St. 64
Ripon 62, Rockford 57
S. Maine 83, Maine Maritime 67
Springfield 64, Richard Stockton 60
St. Benedict 80, Simpson, Iowa 63
Trinity, Texas 57, Howard Payne 55
Washington, Mo. 62, Webster 35
Wesleyan, Conn. 64, Chestnut Hill 46
Westminster, Pa. 54, Dickinson 50, OT
William Smith 68, Washington & Jefferson 54
Wis.-Stout 70, Edgewood 59

NSIC Tournament
First Round

Concordia, St.P. 102, Bemidji St. 80

Minn.-Moorhead 89, Winona St. 64
Northern St., S.D. 85, Minn.-Crookston 76
Wayne, Neb. 68, Southwest St., Minn. 58

NYCAC Tournament
First Round

St. Thomas Aquinas 70, Dowling 45
SIAC Tournament

First Round
Albany, Ga. 84, Kentucky St. 54
Benedict 58, Miles 49
LeMoyne-Owen 63, Lane 61
Paine 73, Clark Atlanta 56

South Atlantic Conference
First Round

Newberry 73, Catawba 59
Southern Conference

First Round
Coll. of Charleston 69, Elon 39
ETSU 74, Appalachian St. 64, OT
W. Carolina 79, Wofford 62

West Virginia Conference
Quarterfinals

Charleston, W.Va. 80, W. Virginia St. 70
Glenville St. 69, Shepherd 61
West Liberty 84, Fairmont St. 73
Wheeling Jesuit 68, W. Va. Wesleyan 46

Tennis
Dubai Duty Free
Women’s Open

Thursday
At Dubai Tennis Stadium

Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Purse: $1 million (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Quarterfinals

Patty Schnyder (8), Switzerland, def. Anas-
tasia Myskina (3), Russia, 6-7 (0), 7-6 (2), 6-2.

Lindsay Davenport (1), United States, def.
Conchita Martinez, Spain, 6-1, 6-4.

Wednesday
Singles

Second Round
Anastasia Myskina (3), Russia, def. Marion

Bartoli, France, 4-2, retired.
Patty Schnyder (8), Switzerland, def. Li Na,

China, 6-3, 7-6 (9).
Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, def. Elena

Likhovtseva, Russia, 7-5, 6-4.
Conchita Martinez, Spain, def. Nathalie

Dechy (7), France, 6-1, 6-2.
Serena Williams (2), United States, def.

Elena Bovina, Russia, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4.
Lindsay Davenport (1), United States, def.

Zheng Jie, China, 6-2, 7-5.

College baseball
Wednesday’s scores

SOUTH
Brevard 9, Limestone 7
Charleston Southern 9, Furman 7
Chowan 16, Guilford 2
Delta St. 8, Belhaven 4
Georgia College 9, Ga. Southwestern 6
Lee 3-7, Milligan 1-5
Middle Tennessee 11, Belmont 3
Millsaps 11, LaGrange 9, 11 innings
Montevallo 10, Columbus St. 9
Lander 5, Newberry 3
N.C.-Wilmington vs. McNeese St., ppd.
Nova 4-1, Lenoir-Rhyne 3-2
South Carolina 13, Wofford 1
S.C.-Aiken 10, Claflin 3
S.C.-Upstate 6, Mars Hill 3
Union, Tenn. 9-12, William Carey 8-2
West Alabama 7, Auburn-Montgomery 2
Winthrop 8, College of Charleston 6

SOUTHWEST
BYU 9, Oklahoma St. 8

FAR WEST
Washington 10, St. Martin’s 1

TOURNAMENT
Rainbow Baseball Tournament

Louisiana-Lafayette 4, South Florida 1
Wichita St. 9, Sacramento St. 3
UC-Davis 3, Hawaii 2

Golf
Dubai Desert Classic

Thursday
At Emirates Golf Club's Majlis Course

Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Purse: $2.2 million

Yardage: 7,264; Par: 72
First Round

Ernie Els, South Africa 32-34—66
Miguel Angel Jimenez, Spain 34-33—67
David Howell, England 34-33—67
Jarrod Lyle, Australia 33-35—68
Sam Osborne, England 34-34—68
Robert Karlsson, Sweden 35-34—69
Thomas Bjorn, Denmark 34-35—69
James Kingston, South Africa 33-36—69
Andrew Marshall, England 35-34—69
Charl Schwartzel, South Africa 35-34—69
Henrik Stenson, Sweden 34-35—69
Nick Dougherty, England 35-34—69
Peter Hedblom, Sweden 32-37—69
Peter Fowler, Australia 35-34—69
Pierre Fulke, Sweden 33-36—69
Soren Kjeldsen, Denmark 35-35—70
Kenneth Ferrie, England 34-36—70
Stephen Scahill, New Zealand 35-35—70
Peter Hanson, Sweden 35-35—70
Gregory Havret, France 34-36—70
Ben Curtis, United States 32-38—70
Joakim Haegmann, Sweden 35-35—70
Colin Montgomerie, Scotland 34-36—70
Anders Hansen, Denmark 36-34—70
Marten Olander, Sweden 36-34—70
David Mackenzie, Australia 35-35—70
Richard Finch, England 32-38—70
Patrick Sjoland, Sweden 35-35—70
Anthony Wall, England 33-37—70
Stephen Dodd, Wales 33-37—70
Paul McGinley, Ireland 35-35—70
Lee Westwood, England 36-34—70
Toru Taniguchi, Japan 35-35—70
Alastair Forsyth, Scotland 34-36—70
Jamie Donaldson, Wales 35-35—70
Bradley Dredge, Wales 34-36—70
Darren Fichardt, South Africa 35-35—70
Paul Sheehan, Australia 35-35—70
Steven O'Hara, Scotland 36-34—70
Maarten Lafeber, Netherlands 37-33—70

SCOREBOARD

TANK MCNAMARA
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Next race:
UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400

March 13, Las Vegas
Motor Speedway

NEXTEL CUPNEXTEL CUP

FORMULA ONEFORMULA ONE

After 2 of 36 races

1. Kurt Busch .................................. 340

2. Jimmie Johnson ............................ 335

3. Mark Martin ............................... 301

4. Carl Edwards ............................... 287

5. Greg Biffle ................................. 273

6. Elliott Sadler ............................... 272

7. Tony Stewart ............................... 268

7. Rusty Wallace .............................. 268

9. Sterling Marlin ............................. 260

10. Jeff Gordon ............................... 258

11. Dale Jarrett ............................... 248

12. Ryan Newman ........................... 246

13. Kevin Harvick ............................ 239

14. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ...................... 237

15. Mike Bliss ................................. 236

16. Kyle Petty ................................. 231

17. Jamie McMurray ........................ 227

18. Scott Riggs .............................. 224

19. Kevin Lepage ............................. 208

20. Brian Vickers ............................. 205

CHAMP CARSCHAMP CARS

DRIVER STANDINGS

CRAFTSMAN TRUCKSCRAFTSMAN TRUCKS

INDY RACINGINDY RACING

BY MIKE HARRIS

The Associated Press

FONTANA, Calif.

P
eople tend to overlook Greg Biffle.

At 35, he certainly isn’t one of
NASCAR’s so-called Young Guns,
nor is he a big talker who elicits

much attention. But Biffle definitely has cre-
dentials.

A newspaper recently did an anonymous
survey of 15 Nextel Cup drivers, asking their
opinion on the best in the series. Biffle was on
a very short list led by four-time champion
Jeff Gordon.

Biffle is the only driver to have won champi-
onships in the Busch and Craftsman Truck se-
ries. Now, he’s giving every indication of
being a serious contender for another title in
his third full season on NASCAR’s top circuit.

“Biffle is no surprise to anybody in the
NASCAR garage,” said teammate and
series champion Kurt Busch. “Every-
body knows what a good driver he is
and how tough he and that No. 16
team can be if they put it all togeth-
er.”

Although his first two years in
the Cup series produced finishes of
20th and 17th in the standings, the
driver from Vancouver, Wash.,
has four victories. But two of those
wins have come in his last three
races — the season-finale last year
at Homestead-Miami Speedway
and last Sunday at California
Speedway.

The victory at California
was particularly impres-
sive, with Biffle twice com-
ing from far back in the
field and leading the last
23 laps.

It was apparently
no surprise to Biffle,
who predicted he
would win the race
after testing at the
track in January.

“After that test, I
had a pretty strong
feeling that we
would win out
here if some-
thing crazy
didn’t happen,”
he explained.

But that doesn’t
mean it was easy.
He muscled his
ill-handling Ford to
the end, beating
hard-charging Jim-
mie Johnson by six
car-lengths.

“This was the tough-
est of my life to earn,”
Biffle said. “We over-
came more in that race
than I ever have in a race
car. The car was so loose at
times I could hardly keep it
going in the right direction, and
I didn’t know why.”

Now, thanks to that masterful
driving job — and despite a
25th-place finish in the sea-
son-opening Daytona 500 — Biffle
is fifth in the standings, trailing

leader Busch by 67 points.
Biffle gave car owner Jack Roush his first

NASCAR title when he won the truck champi-
onship in 2000, and added the Busch champi-
onship two years later. Now, Biffle would like
nothing better than to present his boss a third
straight Cup title.

Matt Kenseth gave Roush his first in 2003.
“I’ve learned a lot about myself and the way

you have to race to win in Nextel Cup,” said
Biffle, who has been in some trouble on the
track by being overly aggressive. “I really

think we’ve got every-
thing we need to be
contenders.

“I think Jack gives
us everything we
need. Now we just
have to put it togeth-
er and make it hap-
pen.”

It wouldn’t sur-
prise crew chief
Doug Richert if Biffle
becomes the first driv-

er to win titles in all
three of NASCAR’s top

touring circuits.
“I really feel this team is

ready,” Richert said. “The
team has matured, and we’ve

figured out what we need to
give Greg for him to win.”

Richert knows a bit about
calling the shots for champion-
ship teams. He was the crew
chief in 1980, when the late Dale
Earnhardt won the first of his
record-tying seven titles.

Roush, who also fields Cup
cars for Busch, Kenseth, long-
time star Mark Martin and
promising newcomer Carl Ed-
wards, has stood behind Biffle
even when the driver made
disparaging remarks about
the team last year.

“There has never been
any doubt about his talent,”
said Roush, who signed Bif-
fle sight unseen after a rec-
ommendation from former
NASCAR champion Benny

Parsons. “He has the ability
to do just about anything he
wants in this sport, and I ex-
pect him to do it for our
team.”

But, after just two of 36
races, Biffle doesn’t want any-
body to get too excited.

He shrugged when asked if
his victory here is a sign of
things to come.

“I don’t know,” Biffle said. “I’ll
let everyone else figure that one
out.”

BUSCH SERIESBUSCH SERIES

This week: Season-opening Australian
Grand Prix at Melbourne.
Last year: Last year: Michael Schumacher

won his fourth Australian Grand Prix, pacing
teammate Rubens Barrichello in a 1-2 finish
of Ferraris. Schumacher led from start to fin-
ish and completed the race in 1 hour, 24 min-
utes and 15.757 seconds — 13.6 seconds
ahead of Barrichello.
Next race: Malaysian Grand Prix, March 20,

Kuala Lumpur.

Last race: Greg Biffle took the
lead on lap 228 and held off a
hard-charging Jimmie Johnson to
win the Auto Club 500 at Fontana,
Calif. Biffle twice came back from as
far back as 30th position.

This week: Telcel Motorola 200 at Mexico
City (Tape-delayed, 1 p.m. CET Sunday,
AFN-Atlantic).
Last race: Mark Martin extended his
Busch Series record for wins to 47 with his
victory at the Stater Bros. 300 in Fontana,
Calif. It was Martin’s first win in the series
since 2000.
Last year: Inaugural race.
Fast facts: This is the series’ first race out-

side the United States. ... Three of the 13
road-course races in Busch history have
been won by the polesitter. ... Ten of the driv-
ers entered in this race are from Mexico. ...
NASCAR suspended Todd Lohse, Shane
Hmiel’s crew chief, for four races and fined
him $10,000 for unapproved hinged air deflec-
tor modifications on the car during inspec-
tion last weekend.
Next race: Sam’s Town 300, March 12, Las

Vegas.

This week: Season-opening Toyota Indy
300 at Homestead, Fla. (8 p.m. CET Sunday,
AFN-Pacific, AFN-Korea).
Last year: Sam Hornish passed teammate

Helio Castroneves on the last lap with a sur-
prising inside move to win the Toyota Indy
300 for the third time in the race’s four-year
history. Hornish took the lead on lap 173 from
Tomas Scheckter, the driver who took his
spot at Pennzoil Panther Racing when Hor-
nish moved to Penske to replace the retired
Gil de Ferran.
Fast facts: The only other driver to win this

race was Scott Dixon in 2003. ... Buddy Rice
set the track qualifying record of 217.388
mph last year. ... All four turns at Homestead
were rebuilt prior to last year’s event, creat-
ing three lanes for racing. The banking was
six degrees in previous seasons.
Next race: XM Satellite Radio Indy 200,

March 19, Avondale, Ariz.

Last race: Steve Park earned his first truck
series win by taking the American Racing
Wheels 200 at Fontana, Calif. Park’s previous
victory came with the Nextel Cup series in
February, 2001, seven months before he sus-
tained a serious head injury following a
crash at Darlington.
Next race: World Financial Group 200,

March 18, Hampton, Ga.

Next race: Season-opening Toyota GP of
Long Beach (Calif.), April 10.

Standings for other series on Page 28.

Strong, silent type
Biffle is no surprise to

anybody in the NASCAR

garage. Everybody

knows what a good

driver he is and how

tough he and that No. 16

team can be if they put

it all together.

Kurt Busch

Biffle’s teammate,

2004 Nextel Cup champion

Greg Biffle’s victory in the Auto

Club 500 on Sunday was only his

fourth in Nextel Cup, but it was his

second in the past three races.

Biffle also is the only driver to win

championships in the Busch and

Craftsman Truck series.

AP

Unsung Biffle might be man to beat in Nextel Cup
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Larry Hughes made
an emphatic and timely return to the Wiz-
ards on Wednesday, scoring 31 points in
his first game since breaking his thumb to
help lead Washington to a 101-98 victory
over the Houston Rockets.

Hughes made 11 of 20 shots and had six
rebounds and four assists, and backcourt
partner Gilbert Arenas had 33 points, eight
rebounds and five assists for the Wizards,
who had lost two straight and five of six.
The Wizards have won eight straight when
Hughes is in the lineup, but the previous
seven came before he was sidelined after a
victory over Phoenix on Jan. 15.

The Wizards blew a 17-point third-quar-
ter lead but rallied from an eight-point
fourth quarter deficit. Hughes’ three-point-
er gave Washington the lead for good with
3:16 remaining, part of a 13-2 run in which
Hughes and Arenas combined for 11.

Brendan Haywood scored six of his 12
points in the final two minutes, including a
short turnaround fadeaway jumper over
Yao Ming to put the Wizards ahead 99-95
with 50 seconds left. Tracy McGrady made
a three-pointer for his last of his 26 points
with seven seconds remaining, but Arenas
made two free throws with six seconds to
play to put the Wizards up by three.
McGrady, guarded by Hughes, missed a
three-pointer that could have tied the
game at the buzzer.

Hughes was injured when hit by Quentin
Richardson in a drive to the paint during
the win over the Suns. The Wizards went
9-11 during his absence and found them-
selves relying too heavily on Arenas, who
averaged 29.4 points over the 20 games.
Hughes entered the game leading the
league in steals per game (2.82), and he re-
mained the only NBA player averaging
more than 20 points (21.2), five rebounds
(6.1), five assists (5.3) and 2.5 steals.

Celtics 104, Lakers 101: At Boston,
Kobe Bryant scored 17 first-quarter points

just 30 minutes after set-
tling a lawsuit filed by
the woman who ac-
cused him of rape, but
he was scoreless in the
fourth quarter — miss-

ing a three-pointer just before the buzzer
— as the Celtics sent the Lakers to their
fourth consecutive loss.

Paul Pierce had 29 points and nine re-
bounds, Ricky Davis scored 29 points and
Antoine Walker had 16 with 13 rebounds in
his first game in Boston since being reac-
quired at the trading deadline. The rejuve-
nated Celtics have won three straight since
then and six straight at home overall.

Bryant finished with 26 points, and
Chucky Atkins had 29, scoring 14 in the
final 5:26 to keep the Lakers in the game.

Nets 99, 76ers 93: Vince Carter scored
26 of his 32 points in the second half, and
Clifford Robinson added 18 points for visit-
ing New Jersey.

Allen Iverson scored 37 points for Phila-
delphia, and Chris Webber had only 10 in
his worst performance in three games for
the 76ers. Philadelphia has lost three of
four since acquiring Webber from Sacra-
mento last week.

The Nets have won three straight to
close within 1½ games of second-place
Philadelphia in the Atlantic Division.

SuperSonics 103, Cavaliers 86: Ray
Allen scored 31 points, Vladimir Rad-
manovic hit five three-pointers and visit-
ing Seattle spoiled Dan Gilbert’s first game
as the Cavaliers’ owner.

Rashard Lewis added 20 points for the
Sonics. LeBron James scored 32 points,
matching a career high with five
three-pointers for Cleveland.

Magic 114, Kings 111: At Orlando,
Fla., Steve Francis had 29 points and 10 as-
sists to help Orlando snap a three-game los-
ing streak.

Dwight Howard added 20 points and 16
rebounds for the Magic, Grant Hill had 20

points, and rookie Jameer Nelson had 19
points and six assists.

Peja Stojakovic led Sacramento with 28
points in his first game after missing seven
games because of a hamstring injury. Mike
Bibby added 26 points and 10 assists.

Warriors 99, Timberwolves 93: Derek
Fisher had 23 points and nine assists to
lead Golden State to its sixth road victory
of the season.

After trailing by 11 points in the third
quarter, the Warriors opened the fourth
with a 16-2 run.

Kevin Garnett had 28 points and 13 re-
bounds for the Timberwolves.

Spurs 92, Raptors 86: At San Antonio,
Manu Ginobili scored 17 points, and Tony
Parker added 15 to help the NBA-leading
Spurs improve to 44-13 overall and 25-2 at
the SBC Center.

Chris Bosh led Toronto with 16 points.

Jazz 96, Hawks 74: At Salt Lake City,
Mehmet Okur scored 19 points to help
Utah beat Atlanta for its first three-game
winning streak since the opening week of
the season.

Josh Childress led Atlanta with 21
points. The Hawks, playing the final game
of a seven-game road trip, have lost 10 in a
row overall and 21 straight on the road.

Hornets 94, Bobcats 85: Dan Dickau
scored 18 points, Lee Nailon added 14 and
P.J. Brown had 12 points and 15 rebounds
for host New Orleans.

Brown and Nailon were the only players
on the floor who played for the Hornets
during their last season in Charlotte.
Emeka Okafor led the Bobcats with 18
points.

Clippers 101, Mavericks92: At Los An-
geles, Corey Maggette scored 34 points to
help Los Angeles win its seventh straight
home game and end Dallas’ road winning
streak at six games.

Dirk Nowitzki scored 25 points for the
Mavericks.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 30 28 .517 —
Philadelphia 27 30 .474 2½
New Jersey 26 32 .448 4
New York 24 33 .421 5½
Toronto 24 33 .421 5½

Southeast Division
Miami 42 16 .724 —
Washington 32 24 .571 9
Orlando 29 27 .518 12
Charlotte 12 43 .218 28½
Atlanta 10 47 .175 31½

Central Division
Detroit 36 19 .655 —
Cleveland 31 25 .554 5½
Chicago 29 25 .537 6½
Indiana 28 28 .500 8½
Milwaukee 23 32 .418 13

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 44 13 .772 —
Dallas 38 18 .679 5½
Houston 33 25 .569 11½
Memphis 32 25 .561 12
New Orleans 12 45 .211 32

Northwest Division
Seattle 40 16 .714 —
Denver 28 29 .491 12½
Minnesota 28 30 .483 13
Portland 22 33 .400 17½
Utah 20 37 .351 20½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 43 14 .754 —
Sacramento 36 23 .610 8
L.A. Lakers 28 28 .500 14½
L.A. Clippers 26 32 .448 17½
Golden State 17 40 .298 26

Wednesday’s games
Washington 101, Houston 98
Seattle 103, Cleveland 86
Orlando 114, Sacramento 111
New Jersey 99, Philadelphia 93
Boston 104, L.A. Lakers 101
Golden State 99, Minnesota 93
San Antonio 92, Toronto 86
Utah 96, Atlanta 74
New Orleans 94, Charlotte 85
L.A. Clippers 101, Dallas 92

Thursday’s games
Miami at New Jersey
Indiana at Denver
Detroit at Phoenix

Friday’s games
New York at Orlando
Golden State at Washington
Cleveland at Philadelphia
Charlotte at Boston
Toronto at Memphis
Utah at New Orleans
Sacramento at Miami

Milwaukee at Minnesota
Chicago at San Antonio
Indiana at Portland
Detroit at Seattle
Dallas at L.A. Lakers

Saturday’s games
Denver at L.A. Clippers
Washington at Charlotte
Philadelphia at Atlanta
Orlando at New Jersey
Chicago at Milwaukee
Portland at Phoenix

Wednesday
Wizards 101, Rockets 98

HOUSTON — McGrady 9-19 6-8 26, Howard
5-10 2-2 12, Yao 3-9 5-7 11, James 10-22 0-0 24,
Wesley 3-8 2-2 10, Mutombo 0-2 3-4 3, Barry
4-5 2-2 12, Weatherspoon 0-2 0-0 0, Bowen
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 34-78 20-25 98.

WASHINGTON — Jamison 5-10 2-2 13,
Brown 1-6 1-2 3, Haywood 5-6 2-2 12, Hughes
11-20 6-9 31, Arenas 9-20 13-16 33, Blake 2-11
0-0 5, Ruffin 0-1 0-0 0, Thomas 1-3 2-2 4. To-
tals 34-77 26-33 101.

Houston 17 23 31 27— 98
Washington 28 19 26 28—101
Three-Point Goals—Houston 10-20 (James

4-7, Barry 2-2, Wesley 2-3, McGrady 2-8),
Washington 7-23 (Hughes 3-5, Arenas 2-8,
Jamison 1-2, Blake 1-8). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Houston 46 (McGrady 9), Wash-
ington 53 (Brown 12). Assists—Houston 22
(McGrady, James 7), Washington 17 (Arenas
5). Total Fouls—Houston 23, Washington 24.
A—18,415 (20,173).

Nets 99, 76ers 93
NEW JERSEY — Carter 8-19 12-14 32, Collins

3-8 2-4 8, Krstic 2-5 0-0 4, Vaughn 2-4 0-0 4,
Kidd 6-14 0-0 15, Best 5-7 4-4 14, Robinson
5-11 6-6 18, Mercer 2-10 0-0 4, Buford 0-2 0-0
0, Smith 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 33-80 24-28 99.

PHILADELPHIA — Korver 5-12 0-0 13, Web-
ber 4-18 2-2 10, Dalembert 0-1 0-2 0, Iguodala
4-9 2-2 10, Iverson 13-28 8-8 37, Rogers 3-6 0-0
7, McKie 0-0 0-0 0, Jackson 6-8 2-2 14, Salmo-
ns 1-2 0-1 2. Totals 36-84 14-17 93.

New Jersey 15 21 32 31—99
Philadelphia 19 22 23 29—93
Three-Point Goals—New Jersey 9-19 (Cart-

er 4-6, Kidd 3-6, Robinson 2-5, Buford 0-2),
Philadelphia 7-22 (Iverson 3-9, Korver 3-9,
Rogers 1-2, Iguodala 0-2). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—New Jersey 52 (Carter, Collins 8),
Philadelphia 50 (Rogers 9). Assists—New Jer-
sey 21 (Carter 7), Philadelphia 18 (Iverson 5).
Total Fouls—New Jersey 24, Philadelphia 26.
A—18,216 (20,444).

Magic 114, Kings 111
SACRAMENTO — Stojakovic 7-12 11-11 28,

Songaila 7-13 1-1 15, Skinner 6-10 0-0 12, Mob-

ley 6-14 1-2 14, Bibby 11-26 2-3 26, Thomas 3-4
2-2 8, Williamson 4-6 0-1 8, Evans 0-1 0-0 0,
House 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 44-86 17-20 111.

ORLANDO — Hill 9-14 2-2 20, Howard 6-12
8-8 20, Cato 5-8 3-4 13, Francis 12-20 5-9 29,
Nelson 9-17 1-1 19, Battie 2-4 1-2 5, Christie
0-1 0-0 0, Garrity 0-1 0-0 0, Turkoglu 3-5 0-0 6,
Augmon 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 47-85 20-26 114.

Sacramento 30 28 26 27—111
Orlando 31 36 19 28—114
Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 6-20 (Sto-

jakovic 3-7, Bibby 2-9, Mobley 1-4), Orlando
0-7 (Francis 0-1, Howard 0-1, Turkoglu 0-2,
Nelson 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—Sacramento 39 (Songaila 7), Orlando 50
(Howard 16). Assists—Sacramento 23 (Bibby
10), Orlando 28 (Francis 10). Total Fouls—Sac-
ramento 22, Orlando 16. A—13,568 (17,248).

Sonics 103, Cavaliers 86
SEATTLE — Lewis 7-15 4-6 20, Evans 1-2 0-0

2, J.James 2-4 0-2 4, Ridnour 3-5 3-7 9, Allen
11-22 6-6 31, Radmanovic 7-12 0-0 19, Daniels
2-5 0-0 4, Collison 2-5 2-2 6, Fortson 1-2 6-6 8,
Swift 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-72 21-29 103.

CLEVELAND — L.James 11-20 5-8 32, Good-
en 5-10 0-0 10, Ilgauskas 5-7 7-9 17, McInnis
7-14 1-1 16, Newble 1-7 1-2 3, Traylor 2-6 0-2 4,
Diop 0-1 0-2 0, Welsch 1-6 0-0 2, Snow 0-2 0-0
0, Pavlovic 0-1 2-2 2. Totals 32-74 16-26 86.

Seattle 28 26 24 25—103
Cleveland 19 26 24 17— 86
Three-Point Goals—Seattle 10-17 (Rad-

manovic 5-8, Allen 3-5, Lewis 2-3, Ridnour
0-1), Cleveland 6-11 (L.James 5-7, McInnis
1-2, Newble 0-1, Welsch 0-1). Fouled Out-
—None. Rebounds—Seattle 49 (Radmanovic,
Fortson 7), Cleveland 47 (Ilgauskas 6). As-
sists—Seattle 17 (Ridnour 5), Cleveland 20
(McInnis 7). Total Fouls—Seattle 23, Cleve-
land 27. Technical—Seattle Defensive Three
Second. A—17,522 (20,562).

Celtics 104, Lakers 101
L.A. LAKERS — Butler 5-13 1-2 11, Odom 5-7

0-0 11, Mihm 2-6 2-2 6, Bryant 9-24 7-8 26, At-
kins 10-21 7-8 29, Grant 2-4 2-3 6, Jones 2-4 0-0
6, T.Brown 0-2 0-0 0, Cook 2-5 0-0 6, Walton
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 37-87 19-23 101.

BOSTON — Walker 6-17 4-6 16, Pierce 10-18
6-7 29, LaFrentz 2-4 2-2 7, Davis 13-23 3-6 29,
West 2-9 0-0 5, Banks 0-4 0-0 0, Blount 1-8 2-2
4, Reed 2-3 0-0 4, Jefferson 3-7 4-6 10. Totals
39-93 21-29 104.

L.A. Lakers 30 21 28 22—101
Boston 27 29 21 27—104
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 8-23 (Cook

2-4, Jones 2-4, Atkins 2-6, Odom 1-2, Bryant
1-6, Walton 0-1), Boston 5-12 (Pierce 3-3,
LaFrentz 1-2, West 1-3, Banks 0-1, Davis 0-1,
Walker 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—L.A. Lakers 55 (Odom 13), Boston 61 (Walk-
er 13). Assists—L.A. Lakers 16 (Odom 4), Bos-
ton 26 (Banks 8). Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 26,
Boston 18. A—18,624 (18,624).

Warriors 99, Timberwolves 93
GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 7-11 3-4 19,

Murphy 3-10 5-6 11, Foyle 5-9 0-0 10, Richard-
son 8-15 3-4 21, Fisher 7-15 6-7 23, Davis 2-11
1-1 6, Cabarkapa 2-3 2-2 7, Pietrus 0-2 0-0 0,
White 0-1 0-0 0, Cheaney 1-1 0-0 2. Totals
35-78 20-24 99.

MINNESOTA — Sprewell 7-18 0-0 15, Gar-
nett 13-18 2-3 28, Johnson 1-2 0-0 2, Hassell
4-7 0-0 8, Hudson 7-13 0-0 17, Thomas 0-0 0-0
0, Szczerbiak 4-16 6-6 14, Carter 1-3 0-0 2,
Madsen 1-1 0-0 2, Hoiberg 2-6 0-0 5.

Totals 40-84 8-9 93.
Golden State 20 24 24 31—99
Minnesota 27 24 22 20—93
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 9-22 (Fish-

er 3-5, Dunleavy 2-3, Richardson 2-5,
Cabarkapa 1-1, Davis 1-7, Murphy 0-1), Min-
nesota 5-16 (Hudson 3-7, Hoiberg 1-3,
Sprewell 1-4, Szczerbiak 0-2). Fouled Out-
—None. Rebounds—Golden State 47 (Foyle
9), Minnesota 45 (Garnett 13). Assists—Gold-
en State 26 (Davis 10), Minnesota 23 (Garnett
5). Total Fouls—Golden State 11, Minnesota
19. A—15,074 (19,006).

Spurs 92, Raptors 86
TORONTO — Peterson 0-6 2-2 2, Bosh 4-13

8-10 16, Araujo 1-2 2-2 4, Alston 5-10 3-6 15,
Rose 4-13 6-6 15, Marshall 5-11 0-0 11, Bonner
2-4 0-0 4, Palacio 3-8 3-3 9, Murray 2-4 5-6 10.
Totals 26-71 29-35 86.

SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 4-7 0-0 10, Duncan
6-12 1-4 13, Nesterovic 4-6 0-0 8, Parker 6-13
3-6 15, Ginobili 7-10 2-3 17, Horry 3-5 5-6 13,
Barry 1-4 0-0 3, Massenburg 2-3 0-0 4, Udrih
2-5 0-0 5, Brown 1-6 0-0 2, Mohammed 1-1 0-0
2. Totals 37-72 11-19 92.

Toronto 18 18 20 30—86
San Antonio 21 21 28 22—92
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 5-12 (Alston

2-2, Murray 1-2, Rose 1-2, Marshall 1-4, Peter-
son 0-2), San Antonio 7-22 (Horry 2-2, Bowen
2-5, Barry 1-3, Ginobili 1-4, Udrih 1-4, Parker
0-2, Brown 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—Toronto 41 (Marshall 9), San Antonio 53
(Duncan 11). Assists—Toronto 15 (Palacio 6),
San Antonio 23 (Parker 7). Total Fouls—Tor-
onto 21, San Antonio 22. A—17,795 (18,500).

Hornets 94, Bobcats 85
CHARLOTTE — Wallace 6-8 1-2 13, Okafor

6-11 6-9 18, Brezec 2-10 4-4 8, Knight 8-16 0-0
16, Rush 2-6 0-0 4, Kapono 0-5 1-2 1, Bogans
1-6 1-2 4, Hart 3-8 3-3 10, Ely 4-9 1-1 9, Allen
1-2 0-0 2, T.Smith 0-2 0-0 0, Alexander 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 33-83 17-23 85.

NEW ORLEANS — Lynch 3-5 0-0 6, Vroman
2-11 6-8 10, Brown 5-12 2-2 12, Dickau 6-14 2-2
18, J.Smith 5-10 5-6 17, Andersen 4-6 3-5 11, Ja-
cobsen 2-6 2-2 6, Nailon 6-14 2-2 14, Claxton
0-4 0-0 0, Nachbar 0-1 0-0 0.

Totals 33-83 22-27 94.

Charlotte 21 18 29 17—85
New Orleans 25 21 26 22—94
Three-Point Goals—Charlotte 2-7 (Bogans

1-1, Hart 1-2, T.Smith 0-1, Rush 0-1, Kapono
0-2), New Orleans 6-17 (Dickau 4-7, J.Smith
2-6, Lynch 0-1, Jacobsen 0-1, Vroman 0-1,
Nailon 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—
Charlotte 50 (Brezec 12), New Orleans 61
(Brown 15). Assists—Charlotte 17 (Knight 5),
New Orleans 25 (Dickau 7). Total Fouls—
Charlotte 22, New Orleans 20. Technicals—
Charlotte Defensive Three Second, New Or-
leans Defensive Three Second. A—14,517
(17,200).

Jazz 96, Hawks 74
ATLANTA — J.Smith 4-15 2-2 10, Harrington

4-19 4-4 12, Ekezie 3-5 3-4 9, Diaw 3-8 0-0 6,
Childress 5-7 10-12 21, Drobnjak 2-8 2-4 6,
Gugliotta 5-9 0-0 10, Collier 0-2 0-4 0, Stewart
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 26-73 21-30 74.

UTAH — Kirilenko 5-10 4-4 14, Harpring 5-11
1-2 11, Collins 2-2 1-2 5, McLeod 3-5 3-4 10,
Bell 7-11 0-0 17, Eisley 3-5 0-0 6, Snyder 2-5
0-0 5, Okur 6-10 7-7 19, Humphries 1-3 3-8 5,
Giricek 0-5 0-0 0, Borchardt 1-1 2-2 4. Totals
35-68 21-29 96.

Atlanta 18 23 19 14—74
Utah 28 25 21 22—96
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 1-5 (Childress

1-1, Drobnjak 0-1, J.Smith 0-1, Harrington
0-2), Utah 5-12 (Bell 3-4, McLeod 1-1, Snyder
1-2, Kirilenko 0-1, Harpring 0-1, Eisley 0-1,
Giricek 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—Atlanta 48 (J.Smith 7), Utah 49 (Kirilenko
7). Assists—Atlanta 13 (Harrington 7), Utah
25 (Kirilenko, McLeod 6). Total Fouls—Atlan-
ta 27, Utah 26. Technical—Utah Defensive
Three Second. A—17,766 (19,911).

Clippers 101, Mavericks 92
DALLAS — Howard 6-12 3-5 16, Henderson

2-2 0-0 4, Nowitzki 8-15 8-11 25, Finley 2-9 0-0
4, Terry 4-10 3-3 12, Stackhouse 5-12 1-2 11,
Bradley 0-0 0-0 0, Harris 0-3 0-0 0, Van Horn
4-8 0-0 9, Daniels 3-7 1-1 7, Armstrong 1-3 2-2
4. Totals 35-81 18-24 92.

L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 7-18 3-3 18,
Brand 7-12 5-6 19, Kaman 1-1 0-0 2, Maggette
10-17 14-16 34, Brunson 1-3 0-2 2, Rebraca 2-6
2-2 6, Moore 4-8 4-4 12, Chalmers 1-5 2-2 4,
Ross 1-5 2-2 4, Wilcox 0-1 0-0 0, Anderson 0-1
0-0 0. Totals 34-77 32-37 101.

Dallas 23 23 23 23— 92
L.A. Clippers 31 29 19 22—101
Three-Point Goals—Dallas 4-19 (Nowitzki

1-3, Howard 1-3, Terry 1-3, Van Horn 1-3, Har-
ris 0-2, Stackhouse 0-2, Finley 0-3), L.A. Clip-
pers 1-13 (Simmons 1-4, Brunson 0-1, Chalm-
ers 0-3, Maggette 0-5). Fouled Out—Van
Horn. Rebounds—Dallas 39 (Henderson 6),
L.A. Clippers 61 (Brand 10). Assists—Dallas
21 (Terry 10), L.A. Clippers 24 (Brunson 9).
Total Fouls—Dallas 26, L.A. Clippers 26.
A—16,531. (18,964).

AP

In his first game since breaking his thumb

on Jan. 15, Washington Wizards guard

Larry Hughes scored 31 points in a

101-98 win over the Houston Rockets on

Wednesday night in Washington. The Wiz-

ards had lost two straight and five of six.

Hughes lifts Wizards with 31 in return
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Settle: Case could bolster ‘shield’ law
SETTLE, FROM BACK PAGE

Like the criminal case, the civil case ultimately
would have rested on the testimony of a woman Bry-
ant’s attorneys accused of being a promiscuous, at-
tention-seeking liar. Among other things, the de-
fense suggested she had sex with someone after leav-
ing Bryant and before she contacted authorities — a
claim her attorneys hotly contested.

Speculation that a settlement was close increased
Monday after L. Lin Wood, one of the woman’s attor-
neys, said Bryant’s long-awaited deposition three
days earlier had been called off.

Colorado law makes it difficult for plaintiffs in
civil cases to win more than about $733,000. Wood
has said that amount was too low to fairly compen-
sate the woman for the harm she claimed to have suf-
fered. Sports marketers have estimated Bryant lost
$4 million to $6 million in endorsement contracts
after his arrest. He has not appeared in Nike com-
mercials since the allegations surfaced, and Mc-
Donald’s and Nutella did not renew their deals with
him after his arrest.

Cynthia Stone, spokeswoman for the Colorado Co-
alition Against Sexual Assault, said she hopes the set-
tlement brings some sense of justice and closure for
the accuser, who moved from state to state to avoid
media scrutiny last year.

“The defense team in the criminal case managed
to get reams of paper filled with rumor and innuen-
do about this young woman’s prior sexual history
out into the public,” Stone said.

As a result, victims’ advocates are lobbying for a
bill intended to tighten Colorado’s “rape shield” law.
The bill, which has passed the state Senate, would
prohibit discussion of an alleged victim’s sexual his-
tory during a preliminary hearing unless a judge
rules otherwise.

In Eagle, the woman’s hometown, former Mayor
Roxie Deane was cheered by news of the settle-
ment. She said the case put the town on the map,
which wasn’t necessarily positive.

“Eagle is a great place. It needs to be known for
other things,” she said.

Associated Press Writers P. Solomon Banda, Judith Kohler,
Catherine Tsai and Erin Gartner contributed to this report.

The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — For all his
popularity among the players and
the fans, Portland Trail Blazers
coach Maurice Cheeks ultimately
didn’t have the wins.

Cheeks was fired Wednesday
morning, after the Blazers had
lost seven of their last nine and
tumbled to 22-33.

“It’s a sad
day for me be-
cause I’ve got
guys on my
team that I real-
ly ... ,” said
Cheeks, his

voice trailing off in disappoint-
ment during an emotional news
conference a few hours after he
was let go.

“I didn’t do as well a job as I
could have, as I did in previous
years,” he concluded.

With Portland’s chances of mak-
ing the playoffs dwindling, the
Blazers appointed Kevin Prit-
chard, the team’s director of play-
er personnel, as interim coach.

“Our players liked Mo a great
deal, but sometimes a fresh voice

might ignite them to go in a differ-
ent direction,” Blazers general
manager John Nash said.

The Blazers are in 12th place in
the Western Conference, six
games behind the Los Angeles
Lakers for the eighth and final
playoff spot. Portland went 41-41
last season and missed the play-
offs for the first time in 22 years.

Cheeks was in the final year of
a four-year contract worth an esti-
mated $12 million.

The Blazers didn’t make
Cheeks’ tenure easy — on or off
the court. Several players were
cited for marijuana possession,
and Qyntel Woods was investigat-
ed in a dog fighting scandal.

Chandler fined for gesture

NEW YORK — Chicago for-
ward Tyson Chandler was fined
$10,000 by the NBA on Wednes-
day, one day after making an ob-
scene gesture toward an official
during the Bulls’ loss to the Hous-
ton Rockets.

With 3:24 left in the third quar-
ter Tuesday night, Chandler lost
his cool and drew a technical. He
made an obscene gesture in the di-
rection of referee Sean Corbin.

The Associated Press

TORONTO — An investment
firm and a sports advisory compa-
ny reportedly made a joint propos-
al to buy all 30 NHL teams for as
much as $3.5 billion.

The two Boston companies
were invited by NHL commission-
er Gary Bettman to present the
highly unusual offer, the Toronto
Star reported Thursday. Bain
Capital Partners LLC and Game
Plan LLC made their pitch Tues-
day in New York to NHL owners,
whose season has been shut down
by a lockout.

Bain Capital spokesman Sam
Hollander and Collin Vataha of
Game Plan declined to immedi-
ately comment Thursday to The
Associated Press.

The NHL, which because of its
ongoing player lockout recently
became the first major North
American pro sports league to
cancel an entire season, has said
its teams have lost a collective
$500 million over the past two sea-
sons.

Before the work stoppage, the
total value of the 30 NHL franchis-
es was an estimated $4.9 billion,
according to Forbes Magazine.
The Detroit Red Wings topped
the list at $266 million, with the
Edmonton Oilers last at $86 mil-
lion. The value of the arenas are
part of the assessment.

“The substance of the presenta-

tion and the reaction of the
board” are “internal league mat-
ters, and ones on which we are
not prepared to comment fur-
ther,” Bill Daly, the NHL’s chief
legal officer, said in a statement
Thursday.

Bain managing partner Steven
Pagliuca, co-owner of the NBA’s
Boston Celtics, and Game Plan,
which recently acted as an advis-
er on the sale of the Ottawa Sena-
tors, are betting that many NHL
owners would welcome the
chance to get out of the hockey
business.

But it’s unclear how team own-
ers, especially those in large mar-
kets such as Toronto, Boston and
New York, would react to the pro-
posal. Maple Leafs officials de-
clined comment, the newspaper
said, as did a Game Plan spokes-
man.

“I would imagine different
clubs had different feelings,”
Daly told the Globe and Mail.

He said the league was com-
pelled to listen based on the signif-
icance of the offer.

“When someone’s offering over
$3 billion, we felt we had an obli-
gation to the board to have them,
at least, hear it from the proposed
purchaser,” Daly added.

The purchase would not de-

pend on the NHL reaching agree-
ment with the players on a collec-
tive bargaining deal, the newspa-
per said, and a sale would not af-
fect the status of the NHL Play-
ers’ Association as the bargaining
agent for players under U.S. and
Canadian labor laws.

S. Carolina players suspended

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Two South
Carolina football players have
been suspended indefinitely from
the team after police said two tele-
visions were stolen from universi-
ty dorm rooms, the latest in a
string of disciplinary problems in-
volving the Gamecocks since late
last season.

Defensive end Moe Thompson,
a junior, and tackle Kevin Main-
ord, a redshirt freshman, were
suspended, athletics spokesman
Kerry Tharp said Wednesday.

Mainord was arrested and
charged with two counts of
first-degree burglary and two
counts of simple larceny. Thomp-
son has not been arrested or
charged in the incident, university
spokesman Russ McKinney said.

Thompson is one of six players
suspended for the Gamecocks sea-
son-opener against Central Flori-
da on Sept. 3 for his part in an
on-field brawl against Clemson
last season. He also was one of
several players not allowed to
work out with the team last sum-
mer because of poor classroom at-
tendance.

The Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— Ernie Els shot a 6-under 66
Thursday for a one-shot lead
after the first round of the Dubai
Desert Classic.

Miguel Angel Jimenez of Spain
and David Howell of England
each had a 67, with Jarrod Lyle of
Australia and Sam Osborne of En-
gland at 68.

“A 66 at the end of the day was
a good day’s work,” Els said.

“I was happy with the way I
played the par-5s because if you
don’t make fours there, you are
losing ground against the field.”

Els, seeking his first victory of
the season, birdied three of the
four par-5s.

Nine players, including former
champion Thomas Bjorn, were
three strokes behind. Colin Mont-
gomerie and Ben Curtis, the 2003
British Open champion, shot 70s
and defending champion Mark
O’Meara a 73.

Els said he spoke with his
sports psychologist during his
three-week golf break.

“We get bogged down trying to
play the perfect game,” the South
African said. “But I got back to ba-
sics.”

Els, with just one finish outside
the top 10 in his last 17 starts, is
relaxed and ready to attack the
course.

“If I see a shot, I am going to hit
it,” he said. “I saw a lot of drivers
today and I stuck to my game
plan and went for it.”

The 41-year-old Jimenez won
five times on the European tour
last year.

“I am like a good wine, you
know, getting better with age,” he
said.

The tournament featured two
holes-in-one in the morning —
Kenyan-born Englishman Yasin
Ali on the 186-yard seventh and
Japan’s Nobuhito Sato on the
180-yard 15th.

AP

Ernie Els watches his shot on the 3rd hole during the first day of the
Dubai Desert Classic at the Emirates Golf Club in Dubai, UAE, Thursday.

Trail Blazers fire Cheeks

NHL hears bid for buyout

Els in front at Dubai

after first-round 66
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BY DONNA TOMMELLEO

The Associated Press

STORRS, Conn. — For the
third time this season, and second
time in less than a week, another
name was added to the list of
coaches with 700 victories.

Jim Calhoun became the 18th
Division I coach — and seventh
active — to reach the mark when
No. 15 Connecticut beat George-
town 83-64 on Wednesday night.
Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski reached
the milestone in December and
Syracuse’s Jim Boeheim got
there last Saturday.

“This is a very special night for
Connecticut. It’s a special night
for me and it’s a very special
night for our players,” Calhoun
said. “A coach is only a reflection
of so many assistants and great
players.”

Calhoun, 62, is in his 33rd year
as a coach, won 248 games in 14
seasons at Northeastern and has
452 in 19 seasons at Connecticut,
which he transformed from a de-
cent regional program into a na-
tional power.

He has led the Huskies to two
national championships (1999
and 2004), 14 Big East titles and
an NIT championship.

Some of his former players who
are now NBA stars — Ray Allen,
Richard Hamilton, Emeka Okaf-
or — congratulated Calhoun in a
video tribute shown after the
game.

His current players did their
part, too.

Charlie Villanueva scored 24
points and freshman Rudy Gay
added a season-high 20 in a game
that turned into a celebration in
the late going. The sellout crowd

of 10,167 stood for the closing sec-
onds, chanting “700” and wildly
waving placards printed with the
number.

“We were definitely focused
and pumped up for this game,”
Villanueva said. “We wanted to
do this for Coach and we did.”

The Huskies (20-6, 12-3) made
sure they put this one away early,
well ahead of the celebration. The
Huskies have been one of the hot-
test teams in the conference
down the stretch, winning their
last eight Big East games, to tie
Boston College for first place.

The streak is due in large part
to the emergence of point guard
Marcus Williams, who leads the
league in assists. He finished with
11 points and eight assists
Wednesday.

“He makes us go,” Calhoun
said of Williams. “He throws pass-
es that most kids can’t see. He
makes everybody’s jobs so much
easier.”

The Hoyas (16-10, 8-7) contin-
ued to slide, losing their fourth
straight. Freshman Jeff Green
led Georgetown with 17 points
and helped get the Hoyas out to a
quick start.

Green opened the game with a
three-pointer as the Hoyas hit
their first three shots from be-
yond the arc and played the Hus-
kies close for several minutes.
The Hoyas’ biggest lead was
19-15 with 12:10 left, but it didn’t
last long.

The Huskies blew open the
game with a stifling press and
20-3 run that started with a driv-
ing layup by Williams.

He also assisted on spectacular
dunks by Villanueva and Gay.
But what brought the fans to their
feet was Williams’ steal and
over-the head half-court pass to
Gay who was fouled as he went in
for the dunk. Gay hit both shots to
cap the run and give Connecticut
a 39-24 lead. Gay’s fallaway at the
buzzer put Connecticut up 41-26
at halftime.

Georgetown would get no clos-
er than 14 points thereafter and
the Huskies’ ever-intense coach
made sure his team played hard
until the end. He angrily flung his
sport coat in the middle of an 11-2
Georgetown run early in the sec-
ond half and called a timeout. The
Huskies quickly regrouped and
the rout was on.

“Everything he does, he wants
you to be as successful as you can
be,” Williams said. “His expecta-
tions are high because he knows
you can achieve. It’s an honor to
be here with Coach.”

Boeheim, whose Orange (24-5)
close the regular season Saturday
at Storrs, also was part of the
video tribute and welcomed Cal-
houn into the 700 club.

“It means we’re either getting
older or getting better,” Boeheim
said. “Let’s just hope we’re get-
ting better. We’ll see you Satur-
day.”

The Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — If it
weren’t true, it would be an unbe-
lievably sappy story line: Two se-
niors — one of whom had limited
playing time during his career —
starred in their final home game.

Chuck Hayes and Josh Carrier
went out in style Wednesday
night, leading No. 3 Kentucky to a
73-61 victory over Tennessee.

Hayes scored nine of his 13
points in the final 5½ minutes for
the Wildcats (23-3, 14-1), who al-
ready had clinched the Southeast-
ern Conference title. Kentucky
has one regular-season game re-
maining, on Sunday at Florida.

That Hayes starred against Ten-
nessee wasn’t too surprising since
the forward has started 102 con-
secutive games. Carrier’s perfor-
mance was unexpected.

The guard made his first career
start and set career highs for min-
utes (19) and points (nine) while
shooting 3-for-5 from three-point
range. And his three-pointers
came at opportune moments for
Kentucky.

“It was a well-played-out script

for two young men who are finish-
ing their careers in front of their
fans,” Kentucky coach Tubby
Smith said. “If you were writing a
script about how you want the
game to play out, it unfolded the
right way.

“Chuck made the plays down
the stretch when we needed
clutch scoring. We kept going to
him and he kept delivering. Josh
made his threes in the first half
and really did a good job defen-
sively against Chris Lofton.”

The Volunteers (12-16, 5-10)
hung with the Wildcats for most
of the game, tying it 55-55 with
8:25 left on the fifth three-pointer
of the game by Lofton, a fresh-
man guard who was Kentucky’s
Mr. Basketball in 2004.

Tennessee didn’t score again
until 1:53 remained, and Ken-
tucky scored 16 of the next 18
points to extend its winning
streak over the Volunteers to
seven games.

After Lofton’s basket, Tennes-
see missed three chances to take
the lead before Hayes gave the
Wildcats the lead for good with a
three-point play with 5:18 left.
That was Kentucky’s first basket
in more than 9½ minutes.

Hayes — who missed all but 6
minutes of the first half after pick-
ing up two early fouls — seemed
determined to make sure the
Wildcats won his last home game.

With Kentucky up 59-55,
Hayes came up with a breakaway
dunk after making a steal. On
Kentucky’s next possession, he
worked underneath for a basket,
making it 63-55 with 3:15 left.

Hayes capped his burst with a
dunk with 1:23 left, and the fan fa-
vorite left to a standing ovation
with 54 seconds left. He finished
5-for-6 from the field.

Hayes and Carrier teared up
after the game, when they joined
their teammates and a crowd of
24,205 in singing “My Old Ken-
tucky Home.”

“I didn’t think it would get to
me and I didn’t think I’d cry,”
Hayes said. “I tried to look at the

ground when they played ‘My Old
Kentucky Home,’ but I looked up
and saw all the signs. It just came
over me at once and hit me.”

No. 4 Wake Forest 98, Geor-
gia Tech 91: Vytas Danelius had
17 points and 11 rebounds and
the Demon Deacons (25-4, 12-3
Atlantic Coast Conference) ral-
lied from 11 points down in the
second half to finish 16-0 at home.

Jarrett Jack had 23 points for
the Yellow Jackets (16-10, 7-8).

No. 7 Kansas 72, Kansas St.
65: Senior Wayne Simien had 25
points and a career-high 20 re-
bounds as Kansas (22-4, 12-3 Big
12) celebrated the 50th anniversa-
ry of the first game played at
Allen Fieldhouse. The Jayhawks
clinched at least a tie for the Big
12 championship with their 30th
straight victory over the Wildcats
(15-11, 5-10).

No. 8 Oklahoma St. 69, Texas
A&M 63: John Lucas III scored
27 points for the Cowboys (21-5,
11-4 Big 12), who snapped a
two-game losing streak by hitting
15 straight free throws down the

stretch. Oklahoma State extended
the nation’s longest current home
winning streak to 29 games.

No.14 Michigan St. 69, North-
western 58: Maurice Ager
scored 20 points, including a
clutch three-pointer with 3:30 left
that curtailed Northwestern’s
comeback from an 18-point defi-
cit, as the visiting Spartans (21-5,
12-3 Big Ten) won for the seventh
time in eight games.

No. 19 Villanova 79, Seton
Hall 58: Randy Foye scored 27
points as the Wildcats (20-6, 10-5
Big East) reached 20 victories for
the first time since 2000.

No. 21 Alabama 94, Auburn
53: Earnest Shelton and
Kennedy Winston each scored 24
points for the Crimson Tide (22-6,
11-4 Southeastern Conference),
while Auburn (12-16, 3-12), lost
its fifth straight.

No. 22 Cincinnati 77, Tulane
56: Jihad Muhammad made six
three-pointers and scored a ca-
reer-high 24 points as the Bear-
cats (23-6, 11-4 Conference USA)
handed Tulane (9-17, 3-12) its
fifth straight loss.

It means we’re

either getting

older or getting

better. Let’s just

hope we’re

getting better.

Jim Boeheim

Syracuse coach and

700-game winner

Seniors have their day in Kentucky home finale

AP

Connecticut coach Jim Calhoun blows a kiss to the crowd following the

Huskies’ 83-64 defeat of Georgetown, Calhoun’s 700th career victory.

Connecticut coach joins Krzyzewski and Boeheim
with 700th victory as Huskies batter Georgetown

Calhoun joins the club
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BY PATRICK DICKSON

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — It was a
clear day, with the wind blowing
out. A perfect day for Boston Red
Sox baseball.

President Bush welcomed
members of the 2004 World Se-
ries champions to the White
House on Wednesday in front of a
few hundred members of Red
Sox Nation.

The fans started chants of
“Here we go, Red Sox, here we
go!” punctuated by the obligatory
“Yankees suck!” as they waited
for the President and Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney to appear.

“The last time this team won a
championship, Woodrow Wilson
lived here,” the president said.

Bush worked the crowd with a
number of jibes directed toward
the team, singling out center field-
er Johnny Damon.

“I appreciate the way this team
played baseball,” he said. “It took
a lot of guts, and it took a lot of
hair.”

Damon whipped his trademark
locks around.

But, Bush said, “No one expect-
ed the answer to the curse of the
Bambino would be a bunch of idi-

ots,” referring to the team’s
self-assigned moniker. “But those
idiots don’t know baseball.”

Curt Schilling, who pitched in
the postseason despite a sutured
ankle, and catcher Jason Varitek,
the team’s new captain, present-
ed President Bush a home jersey
with No. 43, and Cheney with an
away jersey with his name and
No. 2.

The ceremony got a late start;
schedules got bunched up because
the president had earlier posthu-
mously awarded Jackie Robinson
a Congressional gold medal.

Most of the squad flew in from
spring training in Ft. Myers, Fla.
Notably absent was World Series
MVP Manny Ramirez, who team
officials said was visiting his sick
grandmother.

The team was joined by former
Red Sox Dom DiMaggio, Jimmy
Piersall and Johnny Pesky, who
played on the 1946 team that lost
the World Series to the St. Louis
Cardinals in seven games. The
Sox swept the Cards in 2004.

Damon, Varitek, David Ortiz
and Kevin Millar met with report-
ers afterward.

Asked what they thought of the
visit, they didn’t miss a beat.

“We don’t think, remember?”
Damon said with a grin.

“No, that’s last year’s thing,”
Millar said. “We need a new sh-
tick.”

They laughed when asked a
question about Yankee third base-
man Alex Rodriguez, who has
had a war of words with some Bos-
ton players since the Red Sox
beat the Yankees in last year’s
playoffs.

“All right, the first A-Rod ques-
tion!” Millar laughed, then won-
dered aloud when the first steroid
question would be.

Soon it was asked, and Millar
responded with a dead-on imper-
sonation of basketball announcer
Marv Albert — “Yes!”

Varitek answered.

“I will not get any smaller this

year, OK?”

Following the ceremony, the
players went up 16th Street to visit
some of the wounded at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center.

The Sox seemed moved as they
shook hands and spoke with re-
covering servicemembers in the
Physical Therapy Clinic, accord-
ing to a Walter Reed press re-
lease. Media were not allowed to
accompany the team on the visit.

Many servicemembers shared
their stories about how they were
injured fighting in the war on ter-
rorism, and the players listened
intently as they signed auto-
graphs on caps, baseballs and
T-shirts they brought to give out
to the patients.

As for the White House visit,
the four agreed it was “truly an
honor,” as Millar noted.

“I’m a huge Bush fan,” Damon
said. “He’d fit right in with this
team.”

Does that mean he’s an idiot? a
reporter asked.

“You said that,” Damon said.

And the captain jumped in.

“Let’s clear this up. No. He is
NOT an idiot.”

E-mail Pat Dickson at:

dicksonp@stripes.osd.mil

BY HOWARD FENDRICH

The Associated Press

VIERA, Fla. — It had been 12,207 days
since a team represented Washington on a
major league diamond.

For the fans and the players, it seemed to be
worth the wait, even if this was only spring
training.

With “Nationals” stitched on home white
jerseys for the first time, and with a vocal
near-sellout crowd in the stands, the team for-
merly known as the Montreal Expos beat the
New York Mets and new manager Willie Ran-
dolph 5-3 Wednesday in the spring training
opener for both teams.

“We’re the Washington Nationals now,
we’re not the Montreal Expos anymore. It’s
nice to be in one place, and not traveling like
those guys were traveling last year,” said out-
fielder Jose Guillen, who hit a two-run homer
in his first game since being acquired from
the Angels.

“That’s one of the reasons [general manag-
er Jim Bowden] brought me here. I said, ‘If
you’re in the same situation, don’t even ask
me here.’ He promised me we were going to
have a home.”

It’s about time, after the Expos weathered
the threat of contraction, “home” games in Pu-
erto Rico, and a drawn-out agreement to
move to Washington. The nation’s capital
hasn’t had a baseball team since the Senators
left for Texas after the 1971 season.

“It was special because of the situation.
We’re all aware of it. You always try to keep
your perspective that it’s an exhibition game,”
Nationals manager Frank Robinson said. “It’s
the next step, getting a little closer to the real
thing, and you do get excited about that. You
can’t get too up, though.”

Tell that to the fans.

An announced sellout of 7,558 began arriv-
ing more than five hours before game time,

hoping for a photo, autograph — or just a
glimpse of a player. The line at the stadium
gates was several dozen deep when they
opened 1½ hours before the first pitch.

The attendance was bigger than it was for
half of the team’s final 14 games in Montreal.
Even the Mets were impressed by the turn-
out.

“It was pretty cool. It’s not often that the
first game of spring training is nationally tele-
vised. I’m happy for those guys,” said New
York starter Tom Glavine, who allowed two
hits in two scoreless innings.

Washington’s starters sprinted onto the
field at 1:02 p.m. EST, and a minute later
came another first in Nationals history, albeit
a tad more dubious: the debut of the team
theme song, “We Are the Washington Nation-
als,” which sounded like AC/DC. Blessid
Union of Souls recorded the song and offered
it to Bowden.

“I was wondering, ‘What’s going on?’ It was
like head-banging, then it said ‘Nationals’ and
it was pretty cool,” outfielder Brad Wilkerson
said. “It’s pretty cool to have your own song. It
was pretty upbeat. We didn’t have a song in
Montreal.”

There were a lot of positive signs for the Na-
tionals on Wednesday.

Starter Tony Armas Jr., who missed most of
the past two seasons after major shoulder sur-
gery, worked two hitless innings with two
strikeouts. He threw 28 pitches and said he
didn’t feel any pain.

The three key new position players —
Guillen, Cristian Guzman and Vinny Castilla
— each had a hit. Jose Vidro, who missed the
final six weeks last season to have right knee
surgery, singled and scored a run.

Chad Cordero struck out the side in the
ninth, putting the Nationals’ first victory in
the books.

“We’re undefeated. We’ve never lost a
game, so that’s exciting,” Bowden said.

BY ERICA WERNER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Jackie
Robinson was posthumously
awarded a Congressional Gold
Medal on Wednesday, more
than half a century after break-
ing baseball’s color barrier.

President Bush gave Con-
gress’ highest honor to Robin-
son’s widow, Rachel Robinson,
in a stately ceremony in the
Capitol Rotunda. The Demo-
cratic and Republican leaders
of the House and Senate and
the commissioner of major
league baseball looked on.

“His story is one that shows
what one person can do to hold
America to account to its
founding promise of freedom
and equality,” Bush said. “It’s
a lesson for people coming up
to see. One person can make a
big difference in setting the
tone of this country.”

When Robinson joined the
Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947, pro-
fessional baseball was segre-
gated. He died in 1972 and his
No. 42 was retired throughout
baseball in 1997.

“This medal confirms what
we know,” Rachel Robinson
said. “Jackie Robinson stands
as a heroic role model for all
Americans who believe in jus-
tice and equality.”

Speakers extolled Robinson
as a courageous athlete who
suffered taunts and slurs from
fans and fellow players, ignor-
ing them as he proved to be a
brilliant ballplayer and a civil
rights hero.

Robinson
feted by
Congress

Washington debuts
with 5-3 win over Mets

World Series champs have fun at the White House

JOE GROMELSKI/Stars and Stripes

Boston Red Sox players, from left to right, Kevin Millar, Jason Varitek,

David Ortiz and Johnny Damon talk to reporters outside the West Wing

of the White House on Wednesday afternoon.

With much fanfare, Nats spring into action

JONATHAN NEWTON/The Washington Post

The Washington Nationals take the field Wednesday for their spring training opener. The atten-

dance of 7,558 was larger than the crowd for half of the team’s final 14 games in Montreal.
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BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

Receivers grabbed the head-
lines on the first day of NFL free
agency.

Derrick Mason, who led all
wideouts with 96 catches last sea-
son, joined Baltimore on Wednes-
day. T.J. Houshmandzadeh, com-
ing off a career year, stayed with
Cincinnati. Randy Moss’ trade
from Minnesota to Oakland be-
came official, and tight end Mar-
cus Pollard was released by India-
napolis.

Mason, 31, should give a boost
to one of the most feeble passing
offenses around. The Ravens
ranked 31st in passing last season
and their leading receiver, Kevin
Johnson, had 35 receptions.
Mason had nearly as many as Bal-
timore’s top three pass catchers.

“We were high on his list, and
he was high on our list,” Ravens
general manager Ozzie Newsome
said. “He was really the only re-
ceiver we have had any active dis-
cussions with thus far. What this
does is we bring in a veteran re-
ceiver who has the type of atti-
tude and type of personality that
we look for in a
football player.”

Mason’s 96
catches trailed
just Kansas City
tight end Tony
Gonzalez last year
and accounted for
1,168 yards and
seven touch-
downs.

“The signing of
Derrick Mason is
the most substan-
tial move we’ve
made, particular-
ly in free agency,
particularly at the
wide receiver posi-
tion,” Ravens coach Brian Billick
said. “When you take someone of
Derrick Mason’s caliber, you ex-
pect it to have an impact.”

Pollard played a big role in the
development of the potent India-
napolis offense led by Peyton
Manning. But the Colts saved
$2.65 million in salary cap space
by releasing the 10-year veteran.

Houshmandzadeh made a
strong impact for the Bengals in
his breakthrough 2004 season. He
caught 73 passes for 978 yards
and four touchdowns and was par-
ticularly effective when Peter
Warrick was injured.

“It was tempting to get out and
really test the water as a free
agent, but in my heart, what I
wanted was to be in Cincinnati,”
Houshmandzadeh said. “I told
my agents that, and we were able
to get a good deal done.

“I’m glad to have it all off my
mind so I can start getting fo-
cused. I think the Bengals are
going to have a great season, and

I want to be a part of it.”
Moss didn’t want to be a part of

the Vikings any longer and the
deal with Oakland was struck last
week. The Raiders traded a No. 1
pick, seventh overall, linebacker
Napoleon Harris and a later draft
choice for Moss.

“Who wouldn’t want to be in the
Silver and Black?” Moss asked.
“I’m committed to excellence and

I just want to win,
baby.”

Moss, 28, will
provide a huge up-
grade to an of-
fense determined
to return to the
high-powered ver-
tical passing
game of years
past. It was their
proficient passing
attack that led the
Raiders to the
Super Bowl after
the 2002 season
won 48-21 by
Tampa Bay.

“I don’t see this
team slipping with the addition of
me. I just see them adding more
firepower,” Moss said.

Moss was bothered by a ham-
string injury for much of last sea-
son and didn’t reach 1,000 yards
receiving for the first time in his
seven-year career. He finished
with 49 catches for 767 yards and
13 touchdowns.

When healthy, though, he is a
fearsome downfield threat.

“If he’s not the best, he’s cer-
tainly one of the best,” Raiders
quarterback Kerry Collins said.
“You can make a strong argu-
ment. Everybody has their own
opinions. But ask any quarter-
back around the league which re-
ceiver they’d want, and I think
most would say Randy Moss.”

� In addition to Moss, Oakland
was closing in on signing Jets
backup runner LaMont Jordan,
who spent four years behind Cur-
tis Martin in New York, but aver-
aged 4.9 yards per carry.

“There’s no question we’re

working on signing a running
back,” coach Norv Turner said. “I
don’t know where we’re at. He’s
certainly a guy we’re familiar
with. We know a lot about him.”

“We have a deal in principle
that he should sign tomorrow
morning — 99.9 percent sure he
will be a Raider,” Jordan’s agent,
Alvin Keels, said in an e-mail
Wednesday night.

Oakland released veteran run-
ning back Tyrone Wheatley on
Wednesday, along with defensive
tackle John Parrella.

� The Vikings added more de-
fensive help by agreeing to terms
with tackle Pat Williams, late of
Buffalo, on a three-year deal
worth $13 million, with a $6 mil-
lion signing bonus. The
eight-year veteran should bolster
a line that has Pro Bowl tackle
Kevin Williams but ranked 28th
on defense last season.

The Bills’ other coveted free
agent, left tackle Jonas Jennings,
was close to signing with the San
Francisco 49ers.

Jennings, a four-year vet, gen-
erally is considered the top free
agent available at his position.
Jennings’ agent, Todd France,
met with 49ers officials all day at

club headquarters, and
ESPN.com reported a deal had
been reached.

� Cleveland traded defensive
tackle Gerard Warren, the third
overall pick in the 2001 draft, to
Denver for a fourth-round draft
choice. The Broncos need help up
front after deciding not to re-sign
free agent Reggie Hayward, who
led the club with 10½ sacks last
season.

On Thursday, Hayward signed
with the Jacksonville Jaguars.

The contract pays the defen-
sive end $25 million with $10 mil-
lion guaranteed.

Then the Browns signed guard
Joe Andruzzi, a starter on all
three of New England’s Super
Bowl winners, to a four-year, $9
million deal that reunites him
with new Browns coach Romeo
Crennel, the former Patriots de-
fensive coordinator.

“Joe is a tough, hard-nosed,
blue-collar football player,” Cren-
nel said. “He gives us flexibility
by being able to play both left and
right guard and he will add stabili-
ty to our offensive line.”

� St. Louis signed 32-year-old
linebacker Dexter Coakley, one
day after he was released by Dal-
las. Coakley is fourth on the Cow-
boys’ career tackles list with
1,046, but Dallas cut him rather
than pay a $500,000 roster bonus.

� Dallas bolstered its defense
by filling one of its pressing needs
when the Cowboys signed corner-
back Anthony Henry to a
five-year contract. Henry had
four interceptions last season,
starting 14 games with Cleveland.

The Cowboys scheduled a news
conference for Thursday morn-
ing to introduce Henry. The cor-
nerback might not be the only
new player involved, but team of-
ficials said they would have no
more announcements before
then.

Defensive tackle Jason Fergu-
son, one of the team’s top offsea-
son targets, and Pro Bowl offen-
sive guard Marco Rivera, were
both in Dallas talking to team offi-
cials Wednesday.

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS

V
ikings quarterback
Daunte Culpepper is
bewildered and hurt
by suggestions he

was responsible for the depar-
ture of wide receiver Randy
Moss.

In an interview with the Star
Tribune for Thursday’s edi-
tions, Culpepper insisted he
did nothing to force the trade
the Vikings finalized with the
Oakland Raiders earlier
Wednesday.

Culpepper acknowledged he
did not always approve of
Moss’ conduct, but said over-
coming the loss of his top re-
ceiver will be as difficult as
dealing with his flaws.

“This trade, I hated to see
it,” Culpepper told the Star Tri-
bune. “I guess it’s a business,
and as a team we have to move
on. One thing we know, by look-
ing at New England, is that
teams win championships, not
individuals. ... But there’s no
way we can replace Randy.
There’s no way to find a guy
that does what he does.

As a team, we’re going to
have to find a way to pick up
the slack.

“I can’t speak for every-
body,” Culpepper continued.
“Moss rubbed everybody in
different ways, but he wasn’t
that bad of a guy. He has a cer-
tain way of going about things,
and there were things that I
definitely disagreed with him
on. But he’s still my friend and
I never had any real beef with
him.”

Culpepper said comments
he made at the Pro Bowl that
some interpreted as approving
a trade were misunderstood.

“I never wanted to see
Randy leave. And I never said
that. I don’t know how it got
out that I did. I want to make
that clear.

Maybe the Vikings organiza-
tion was ready to move on, but
that was never what I was say-
ing. He’s a once-in-a-lifetime
player,” he said.

Last month, at the Pro Bowl,
Culpepper said of Moss: “He’s
my good friend, but you almost
get to thinking that maybe
enough is enough. And maybe
the Vikings organization has
had enough.”

The Vikings have said little
about their reasons for making
the trade. In a statement
Wednesday, owner Red Mc-
Combs said only, “We have de-
cided to go in a different direc-
tion at this point.”

Other team officials de-
ferred comment ahead of Mc-
Combs’ teleconference with re-
porters Thursday.

Culpepper
denies he
instigated
big trade

Receivers are first day’s big catch

AP

New Oakland wide receiver Randy Moss smiles during a news conference on Wednesday, at the Raiders’

headquarters in Alameda, Calif., after the team completed a trade with the Vikings for the star receiver.

Moss traded;
free agent
Mason signs
with Ravens

AP

Derrick Mason led all wideouts

with 96 catches last season. He

should boost the Ravens’ passing

game ranked 31st last year.

Who wouldn’t

want to be in the

Silver and

Black? I’m

committed to

excellence, and

I just want

to win, baby.

Randy Moss

New Raiders receiver
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BY JON SARCHE

The Associated Press

DENVER — With a terse news release
and an even terser court filing, the sordid
sexual assault case against Kobe Bryant
that gripped the nation abruptly ended
with an agreement that ensures the NBA
star never goes to trial for what happened
in a hotel room two years ago.

Few experts believed the civil lawsuit
would ever be heard by a jury, saying it
was unlikely that Bryant and the
20-year-old woman who accused him of
raping her relished the prospect of having
to divulge potentially embarrassing, inti-
mate details in a courtroom.

The case tarnished both Bryant, 27, argu-
ably the NBA’s best player, and the
woman, a former high school cheerleader
who once tried out for “American Idol”
and found herself the subject of Internet
speculation.

Terms of the settlement were not re-
leased. Law experts said the agreement
probably spelled out financial penalties for
revealing any details.

A two-sentence statement faxed to The
Associated Press by Bryant’s attorneys
said only that the matter had been resolved

“to the satisfaction of both parties.”

“The parties and their attorneys have
agreed that no further comments about the
matter can or will be made,” the statement
said. A one-sentence motion for dismissal
stipulating that the case can never be re-
filed was filed simultaneously in Denver
federal court.

After a few more days of intense specula-
tion about Wednesday’s settlement — how
much money, whether any details can ever
be released — the case will quickly fade
from view, said Denver attorney Scott Rob-
inson.

“Ultimately a new scandal, a new public
shame will come along and both the plain-
tiff and the defendant can pretty much go
about their lives,” he said.

A Los Angeles Lakers spokesman said
Bryant had declined comment on the settle-
ment. Bryant scored 26 points Wednesday
night in Boston, but the Celtics still beat
the Lakers 104-101.

“It’s in both parties’ interests to have this
remain confidential,” said Los Angeles at-

torney Steve Cron, who is familiar with ce-
lebrity cases. “That’s one of the incentives
for them to settle: He didn’t have to do a
deposition, the lurid details wouldn’t be
posted on some Web site, she didn’t have to
face the rigors of having a deposition by his
lawyers and she’ll gain some privacy as
well.”

The lawsuit, filed three weeks before the
criminal case against Bryant collapsed last
summer, sought unspecified damages for
mental injuries, public scorn and humilia-
tion the woman said she has suffered since
their June 2003 encounter at the Vail-area
hotel where she worked. The woman
hasn’t commented publicly on the case.

Bryant, a married father of one, apolo-
gized for his “behavior that night and for
the consequences she has suffered,” but in-
sisted the sex was consensual.

Shortly after jury selection began in the
criminal case, prosecutors in Eagle County
dropped the single felony sexual assault
count after the woman told them she
couldn’t take part in a trial.

SEE SETTLE ON PAGE 31

NBA star reaches deal to end sexual assault case; terms undisclosed

Off to a good start

AP

Washington Nationals’ Jose Guillen, right, is congratulated by teammate Brad Wilkerson after hitting a two-run home run against the New York

Mets in the fourth inning of their spring training opener, Wednesday in Viera, Fla. The Nationals won their first game after moving from Montre-

al, beating the Mets 5-3. For complete spring training coverage, see story on Page 33.

Bryant, accuser settle civil suit
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AP

Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant shoots

during warmups prior to a game against the

Boston Celtics in Boston on Wednesday.
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